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Algeria, Morocco planning talks 

RABAT (R) — Algeria and Morocco are preparing further contacts with 
a view to normalising their relations after last Monday's meeting between 
their beads of state, party political sources said Saturday. King Hassan of 
Morocco gave details of his meeting with Algerian President Chad Li 
Benjedid when he received the leaders of eight pro-government and 
opposition parties in Rabat last night, the sources said. The Moroccan 
monarch told diem there was no progress made at the talks with Mr. 
Benjedid on the Western Sahara issue which has divided the two countries 
for over 11 years. But it was agreed to bold further lower-level talks with a 
view to eventually normalising relations, die sources said. No timetable 
had been agreed. This will be the subject of the Qiss contacts, expected 
some time after Ramadan. Diplomatic relations were severed in February 
1976 when Algeria officially recognised the self-styled Saharan Arab 
Democratic Republic (SADR) proclaimed by Algerian-backed Polisario 
guerrillas fighting Morocco for the independence of the Western Sahara. 
Party leaders told Reuters a reopening of the frontier dosed by Algeria at 
that time would be one of the first problems to be tackled. 
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: King receives 
• cable from Assad 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Saturday received a 
■ cable from Syrian President 
t Hafez AI Assad reciprocating to 
His Majesty's congratulatory 
cable on the occasion of Syria’s 
. national day. President Assad 
' wished King Hussein good health 
and prosperity for the Jordanian 
: people. 

OIC urges U.N. 
action to stop 
Israeli attacks 

JEDDAH (AP) — The 46-nation 
Organisation of the Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC) Saturday called for 
a U.N. Security Council interven- 
tion to halt Israeli air raids on 
Palestinian camps m Lebanon. 
OIC Secretary-General Sharifod- 
din Pirzadeh made the call in a 
cable he sent to U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar, 
said a statement released at the 
OIC headquarters in Jeddah. 
Israeli warplanes have struck 
Palestinian refugee camps in 
Lebanon IS times since January, 
killing 52 people and wounding 
156, by Lebanese police count. 
Mr. Pirzadeh urged Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar to have the U.N. Security 
Council also deal with a blockade 
Israel has imposed on the Sidon 
and Tyre ports in South Lebanon. 
He said the blockade jeopardised 
economic activities in Lebanon 
and added to Lebanon's socio- 
economic hardship. 

Tindemans arrives 
in Israel 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Belgian 
Foreign Minister and European 
Economic Community (EEC) 
official Leo Tfndemaris arrived in 
Israel Saturday for a three-day 
visit during which he is expected 
to push for a Middle East peace 
conference. Mr. Tindemans, 
chairman of the EEC’s governing 
council of ministers, was met at 
Tel Aviv's Ben Gurion airport by 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres, 
who has been actively promoting 
a conference. Mr. Tindemans was 
also expected to meet with Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir and 
other government officials during 
his three-day visit. In a brief 
statement to reporters upon bis 
arrival. Mr. Tindemans said be 
had come “to try and advance the 
Middle East peace process.” 

3 JDL members 
held for bombings 

NEW YORK (AP) — Three 
members of the Jewish Defence 
League (JDL) have been arrested 
in a series of bombings and a. 
tear-gas attack at the opening of a 
Soviet dance troupe at Lincoln 
Centre, authorities said Friday. 
Thomas Sheer, FBI assistant 
director in charge of New York, 
identified the suspects as Victor 
Vancier, 30, also known as 
Chaim Ben Yosef, self-professed 
leader of the JDL, Jay Cohen, 23, 
apd Sharon Katz, all of New 
York City. The suspects were 
accused of taking part in a fire- 
bombing of a Pan Am loading 
dock at Kennedy airport on April 
28, 1986; tear-gassing a perform- 
ance of the Soviet Moiseyev 
dance company at the Metropoli- 
tan Opera House Sept. 2, and 
fire bombing a stage door of Av- 
ery Fisher Hall in Lincoln Centre 
last Oct. 20. 
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Polish airliner crashes 


Carbomb kills 1 in Zghorta 


near Warsaw, 183 killed asGemayel meets Franjieh 
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WARSAW (Agencies) — A New York-bound 
airliner of the Polish state airline Lot crashed 
and exploded in a Warsaw suburb on Satur- 
day, killing all 183 passengers and crew 
instantly in the country’s worst air disaster, 
the airline said. 


Eyewitnesses quoted by news 
agencies said the Soviet-built 
Ilyushin 62M, its starboard en- 
gines gushing black smoke, 
ploughed into a pine forest 300 
metres from the village of Dab- 
rowka as the pilot tried to return 
to Okerie airport 

A Western diplomat at the 
airport said 70 of the 172 passen- 
gers were Polish and the others 
had foreign passports. The pas- 
senger list included one baby, 

According to unofficial Lot 
sources, the four-engined 
Ilyushin was about 200 kilometres 
northwest of Warsaw when the 
captain radioed that he was turn- 
ing back. 

The stricken aircraft, laden 
with fuel for its nine-hour charter 
flight to the United States, was 
only five kilometres from Okede 
when it plunged into the ground 
at 11.12 a.m.. 54 minutes after 


take-off. 

Eyewitnesses said the pilot was 
clearly struggling to avoid built- 
up areas, including a large bous- 
ing estate, as the blue and white 
liveried plane came down in 
Kabaty forest in the southwest of 
the capital. 

A professional pilot who saw it 
rapidly losing altitude told Reu- 
ter “I watched it disappear and 
then there was an enormous ex- 
plosion and a mushroom of black 
smoke. 

“I jumped into my car and 
rushed to the spot in case I could 
help but there was nothing but 
ashes, bits of wreckage and small 
fixes that neighbours and I exting- 
uished with spades before the fire 
service got there.” 

It was the worst commercial air 
accident in Poland since World 
War H. 

The probable cause of the 


crash was the failure of two of the 
jetliner’s four engines, state radio 
reported. 

The crash occurred as govern- 
ment officials were holding cere- 
monies in Warsaw to commemo- 
rate the 42nd anniversary of the 
end of World War II, which in the 
Soviet bloc is marked on May 9. 
Immediately after news of the 
crash was made public, state 
radio changed its scheduled prog- 
ramming from more popular 
music to solemn, classical musk. 

The radio report said, “The 
probable cause of the crash was 
failure of two engines. The plane 
caught fire. According to the 
information at our disposal, no- 
body survived.” 

A fire official said the plane cut 
through trees for about 500 
metres before striking the ground 
and breaking into pieces. 

The official, Krzysztof Wis- 
niewski, a senior fire brigade 
officer, said the jet caught fire 
while in the air and the pilot was 
attempting to return to the air- 
port when the plane went down. 

He said the pilot, after turning 
back toward Warsaw, unloaded 
all but 32 tonnes of the 220 tonnes 
of highly flammable fuel the jet 
was carrying. 


Mr. Wisniewski said the burn- 
ing plane set fire to about four 
hectares of woods but the blaze 
was extinguished, be said. 

Police sealed off the area of the 
crash. Residents living nearby re- 
ported there could be no survi- 
vors. 

“Doctors came, had a look, 
and there was no one to save.” 
said Anna Zagorska, 26, a 
gardener. “Hands and legs were 
hanging from the trees. It’s diffi- 
cult to describe in words.” 

The woman said the plane went 
down about 60 metres into the 
forest. 

Most of a fleet of vans from the 
dty morgue apparently left the 
crash site empty because so tittle 
trace remained of the victims. 

Houses in Dabrowka, which 
has a population of about 3,000. 
had their windows smashed by 
the explosion but no casualties 
were reported. 

Lot official Stefan Zielinski 
told Reuters the aircraft's flight 
recorder had been recovered. 

“I saw the plane diving, nose 
down,” she said. “There was an 
explosion that shattered the glass 
in our house. Bodies were lying 
all around. There is nothing, just 
bodies.” 


Arafat praises Mubarak and says UAE Palestinians 
leader will seek to heal PLO-Egypt rift mourn 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat said Saturday the United 
Arab Emirates president assured 
him that ' he would try to 
resolve differences between the 
PLO and Egypt. 

The PLO-Egypt rift, described 
by Mr. Arafat as a “summer 
cloud,” featured during talks he 
held with UAE President Sheikh 
Zayed Ibn Sultan A1 Nahayan, 
who is also the current chairman 
of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCQ. 

“Sheikh Zayed has assured me 
he will exert his best to remove 
this passing could (between the 
PLO and Egypt),” said Mr. 
Arafat. 

The GCC groups Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain-, 
Oman and the UAE. 

Mr. Arafat, who reconciled 
with hardline PLO factions in 
Algeria last month during a ses- 
sion of the Palestine National 
Council, bowed to pressure from 
radicals and limited ties with 

Egypt- . 

The move angered the Egyp- 
tian government, prompting 
President Hosni Mubarak to 
dose down PLO offices in Cairo 
in retaliation. 

Mr. Arafat arrived in North 
Yemen later Saturday as part of a 
tour of Arab countries to brief 
them on the outcome of the PNC. 


U.S. hints at 
Shamir-Peres 
mediation over 
international 
conference 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The United States has hinted it 
was trying to mediate between 
Israeli Prune Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir and Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres on convening an inter- 
national conference which might 
lead to Middle East peace talks. 

State Department spokes- 
woman Phyllis Oakley, under 
questioning on Friday from re- 
porters on progress on the issue, 
repeated that Washington was 
“exploring with the parties 
whether an international confer- 
ence might lead to that end.” 

She added: “We are consulting 
continuously and closely with 
both Prime Minister Shamir and 
Foreign Minister Peres on a wide 
range of regional issues, including 
the peace process.” 

Mr. Shamir has vehemently 
opposed the idea of a peace 
conference favoured by Mr. 
Peres, his partner in an uneasy 
coalition government. 

Oakley’s comment was the first 
time Washington had suggested it 
was holding intensive talks with 
both men on the idea of a confer- 


Before leaving Abu Dhabi, 
Mr. Arafat described Mr. Mubar- 
ak as “a distinguished Arab fight- 
er against the Israeli enemy.” 
Mr. Arafat’s statement was the 
latest in a heap of praise be has 
been directing toward Mr. 
Mubarak as be moves to contain 
the PLO-Egypt crisis. 

Mr. Arafat said he had “a valid 
invitation” to visit Damascus 
from Syrian President Hafez AI 
Assad, who in June 1983 declared 
the PLO leader persona non gra- 
ta and ordered him out. 

The newspaper Al Ittihad 
quoted unidentified Palestinian 
sources at the PLO headquarters 
in Tunis as saying Syria had de- 
cided not to allow any PLO de- 
legation linked to Mr. Arafat to 
visit Damascus for three months 
awaiting the “practical outcome 
of the PNC session.” 

The Sharjah-based Al Kbaleej 
newspaper reported Friday that 
Khalil Wazir, Mr. Arafat’s top 
military aide who also was expel- 
led from Syria, would visit 
Damascus next week for recon- 
ciliation talks with the Syrians. 

‘Syria expelled PLO officials’ 

Syrian security last Thursday 
deported 17 officials from three 
PLO factions after they were held 
at Damascus airport for a week, 
the sources claimed. 

A 1 Ittihad said the PLO offi- 


cials reportedly expelled from 
Syria were from the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (DFLP), the Palestine Li- 
beration Front (PLF) and the 
Palestine Communist Party: They 
were put on flights to Libya, 
Prague and other cities last 
Thursday, it said. 

Mr. Arafat is expected to visit 
Tripoli, Libya, next week after a 
scheduled meeting in Tunis of the 
PLO Executive Committee, Al 
Ittihad said. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi has recently dropped his 
opposition to Mr. Arafat and 
Labyan-PLO relations have been 
improving. 

Israeli messages 

In a related development, Mal- 
tese Prime Minister Cannelo Mif- 
sud Bonnict told reporters on 
Saturday night he personally deli- 
vered Israeli messages to Mr. 
Arafat and Colonel Qadhafi dur- 
ing foe past two months but “the 
response of the Arab counter- 
parts was not very encouraging.” 

An Israeli foreign ministry 
spokesman denied the report. 

Mifsod Bonnici said he discus- 
sed with Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres the subject of the 
message to Mr. Arafat, Col. 
Qadhafi and Algerian leader 
Chadli Benjedid. He did not re- 
veal their contents. 


ecord ends testimony; 
McFarlane due to testify 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Former National Security Coun- 
cil adviser Robert McFarlane is 
scheduled to testify on Monday 
before the congressional commit- 
tees investigating the Iran-contra 
affair. 

Retired air force Major-Gener- 
al Richard Secord ended four 
days of gruelling testimony on 
Friday and some senators said he 
had skillfully avoided answering 
key questions and maintained. 

Following ar some of the high- 
lights of Friday’s session of the 
hearings. 

— Gen. Secord proposed donat- 
ing some $8 million frozen in 
Swiss banks and left over from 
the Iran arms sale to a fund for 
Nicaraguan contra rebels dedi- 
cated to the late Willi am Casey, 
the former head of the central 
intelligence Agency who died 
Wednesday. 

— The 54-year-old ex-air force 
officer parried with Edward Bo- 
land, the Massachusetts Demo- 
crat who wrote the law barring 
militar y aid to the Nicaraguan 
rebels, about the meaning of the 
law. Gen. Secord argued that as a 
civilian he was not bound by the 
prohibitions on official U.S. aid, 
Mr. Bolan disagreed. 

— He was characterised by sena- 
tor Paul Trible, a Virgina Repub- 
lican, as a man who was either a 


profiteer or a patriot who has ran 
afoul of the law. The senator , 
summing up the panel’s scrutiny 
of Gen. Secord’s financial deal- 
ings and links to convicted ion- 
runners and others of question- 
able reputation, said “People are 
judged, after all, by the company 
they keep.” 

Sen. David L. Boren, chairman 
of the Senate Intelligence Cotn- 
mitee and one of Gen. Secord’s 
harshest questioners, said in an 
interview with AP that Gen. 
Secord was “a very dever wit- 
ness” who had left major que- 
tions unanswered while maintain- 
ing be had no intention of reaping 
profits from the Iran-contra 
affair. 

“Other witnesses have already 
told oar staff that he (Gen. 
Secord) said he intended to sell 
it,” Mr. Boren said. 

In a new twist in the affair, a 
lawmaker says a top Nicaraguan 
contra leader contributed money 
to help ransom U.S. hostages in 
Lebanon. 

Prior to tile disclosure Friday 
by Republican Senator William 
Cohen, testimony had indicated 
money moving only in the other 
direction: from Iran to Swiss 
bank accounts to pay for U.S. 
arms, and from there to the con- 
tras. 


mourn 
victims of 
Israeli 
air attack in 
S. Lebanon 

AIN ‘AL HDLWEH, Lebanon 
(R) — Women fainted or sobbed 
hysterically as the coffins of eight 
people killed in Israel’s latest air 
raid on South Lebanon were 
buried in a mass grave near this 
Palestinian refugee camp. 

Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) officials led thousands 
of refugees in a funeral proces- 
sion from the camp's mosque to a 
cemetery in nearby Darb As Sim 
villlage. 

Koranic verses and nationalis- 
tic songs blared from loudspeak- 
ers as crowds watched the bodies 
being lifted from their coffins and 
laid side by side in the same 
grave. 

“Let me see my father. Don’t 
take him away,” screamed Ibti- 
sam. She and two other women 
fainted when her father's body, 
wrapped in blood-stained sheets, 
was lowered into the ground. 

Ibtisam’s 10-year-old sister was 
also among the 12 people killed in 
Friday's air strike, the third in 
eight days on Palestinian targets 
around the southern port of 
Sidon. 

“I shall avenge their deaths and 
their blood will not be forgotten,” 
vowed Ibtisam’s brother Bilal, 
18. in tears. 

Shops, schools and business 
shut in *Ain Al Hiiweh in protest 
at the Israeli raid, which devas- 
tated a civilian neighbourhood as 
well as destroying six Palestinian 
bases in surrounding hills. 

“Let it be a day to show our 
disgust and condemnation of the 
Arab and international silence 
about the massacres against ns,” 
said a statement by the camp’s 
popular committee. 

‘Ain Al Hiiweh, its population 
swollen to 80,000 by Palestinians 
fleeing the “camps war” with 
Shi’ite militiamen in Beirut and 
Tyre to the south, is the largest 
concentration of Palestinian re- 
fugees in Lebanon. 

It is a stronghold for the Fateh 
faction, which said three of its 
fighters were killed by Israeli 
troops hours before Friday’s air 
raid. 

Israel said its troops killed two 
fighters and captured three inside 
Lebanon. The fighters bad 
apparently planned to attack the 
northern Israeli coastal resort of 
Naharifah. 

Israel has also blamed Fateh 
for a series of cross-border 
Katyusha rocket attacks. 

At least 37 people have been 
killed and 119 wounded since 
May 1 in three Israeli air raids in 
tire Sidon area. 


TRIPOLI (Agencies) — A car- 
bomb blast killed one person and 
wounded 34 in tire north 
Lebanese town of Zghorta on 
Saturday, during a visit by Presi- 
dent Amin Gemayel, police said. 

They said a saloon car ex- 
ploded in the tree-lined main 
street of the mainly Christian 
town about two kilometres from 
the palace where Mr. Gemayel 
was lunching with former Presi- 
dent Suleiman Franjieh. 

The blast killed a middle-aged 
motorist and injured 34 people, 
mostly shoppers or patrons of 
street cafes, in the mountain town 
65 kilometres north of Beirut. 

An official source quoted by 
Reuter said an army helicopter 
took Mr. Gemayel back to Beirut 
about one hour after the explo- 
sion. 

Mr. Gemayel. a Christian, ar- 
rived in Zghorta by helicopter 
earlier in the day for the talks 


with Mr. Franjieh, Syria's major 
Christian ally in Lebanon. 

The explosion coincided with 
stepped-up Syrian security 
arrangements in Zghorta and 
nearby villages, one week after a 
shootout between two prominent 
Christian clans killed five people 
and wounded four. 

The firefight was triggered by a 
soccer match in the village of 
Erdeh. power base of both the 
Franjieh and Dweihi clans. 

Supporters of the winning team 
from tbe Dweihi clan fired auto- 
matic rifles in the air in the 
traditional Lebanese way of vic- 
tory celebration, provoking Mr. 
Franjieh’s Marada (Giants) mili- 
tia to shoot at their rivals. 

Mr. Gemayel was apparently 
discussing with Mr. Franjieh a 
cabinet crisis caused by the res- 
ignation of Prime Minister 
Rashid Kara mi. 

Mr. Gemayel and Mr. Fran- 


Israelis shoot and 
wound Arab in Balata 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops shot 
and wounded a Palestinian in the 
occupied West Bank on Saturday 
after he refused to take down a 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) flag and then tried to 
run away, an army spokesman 
said. 

He said the Palestinian, from 
the Balata refugee: camp, was 
taken to hospital in Nablus with a 
leg injury. 

Palestinian sources identified 
tbe wounded man as 23-year-old 
Mohammad Khaled Shubash and 
said be owns a shop in Balata. 

Tbe sources told AP another 
Balata resident was shot and 
wounded by Israeli troops on 


Friday. An army spokesman de- 
nied knowledge of any shootings 
in the West Bank on Friday. 

In a separate incident, the 
Israeli army clamped a curfew on 
the West Bank town of Qalqilya 
after two petrol bombs were 
hurled at Israeli vehicles over- 
night. 

Tbe army detained two Palesti- 
nians after the firebomb attacks 
which caused no damage or in- 
juries, reports said. 

On Wednesday, Jewish settlers 
from the nearby settlement of 
Alfei Menashe broke through an 
army blockade outside Qalqilya 
and hurled bottles at Arab stores 
following another petrol bomb 
attack in the area. 


U.S. says strategic arms 
accord possible this year 


GENEVA (Agencies) — Amer- 
ican arms negotiators have pre- 
sented at the Geneva superpower 
talks a draft accord to halve 
intercontinental nuclear arsenals, 
saying such a pact could be signed 
this year. 

The move sparked new life into 
the talks on long-range missiles, 
which have tended to be oversha- 
dowed by recent debate over a 
posable accord on medium-range 
weapons. 

First Soviet reaction to the new 
American initiative, as carried by 
tbe official TASS news agency, 
was that it lacked a most impor- 
tant element, tbe key problem of 
preventing an aims race in space. 

Tbe other arms category under 
discussion in the three-tier talks 
since March 1985, when tbe latest 
superpower arms control effort 
begi - is space weapons. 

Tbe two sides have already 
presented draft treaties to scrap 
all medium-range missiles in 
Europe. 

TASS said the Soviet delega- 
tion in Geneva had stated that a 
key problem in implementing 50 


per cent reductions in strategic 
weapons was the prevention of an 
arms race in space and the pre- 
servation of the Anti-Ballistic Mis- 
sile (ABM) treaty's conditions. 

However, TASS added that the 
U.S. draft would be studied by 
the Kremlin. 

In Geneva, Ronald Lehman, 
the chief U.S. negotiator for 
strategic unclear arms, said the 
U.S. draft called for halving tbe 
superpowers’ strategic arsenals 
over seven years. 

He said the proposed treaty 
was based on agreements in prin- 
ciple reached between U.S. Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan and Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev at the 
Iceland summit last November. 

That meeting foundered over 
Mr. Reagan's strategic defence 
initiative (SDI) for a land and 
space-based anti-missile system. 

Mr. Lehman told a news con- 
ference that Washington “places 
the highest priority on achieving 
significant and stabilising reduc- 
tions in the offensive nuclear 
arsenals” of tbe superpowers. 


Violence sweeps S. Africa 
after whites-only election 


JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) — 
Widespread black political vio- 
lence was reported by the South 
African government on Saturday 
in tbe wake of the ruling National 
Party’s (NF) landslide victory in a 
whites-only general election. 

Tbe offical bureau for informa- 
tion reported arson, stoning and 
shooting attacks in six black 
townships on Friday and said a 
train was set ablaze in central 
Johannesburg in violence linked 
to a two-month-old strike by 
black transport workers. 

It said four blades were 
arrested but no-one was injured 
in the inddents following 
Wednesday Velection triumph by 
President P.W. Botha's right- 
wing NP, which has ruled since 
1948. 

The extreme right-wing Con- 
servative Party, which wants a 
return to strict racial segregation, 
took more than a quarter of the 
votes and replaced the liberal 
Progressive Federal Party as the 
offiaal parliamentary opposition. 

Black leaders like Zulu chief 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi have pre- 


dicted that the sharp swing to the 
right could intensify racial con- 
flict which has daimed some 
2,500 lives since 1984. . 

The bureau for information 
said four classrooms and two 
laboratories were set on fire at a 
high school in Athlone near Cape 
Town, causing extensive damage. 

Blacks.threw a petrol bomb at 
a police ’ vehide in the nearby 
township of Guguletu. Houses in 
two townships near Durban were 
attacked with stones and petrol 
bombs, the bureau said. 

It reported that another house 
was petrol-bombed in lingelithle 
township in tbe Eastern Cape 
province, apparently because a 
girl who lived there was dating a 
member of the security forces. 

In another development, tbe 
Citizen, a pro-government En- 
glish-language daily, quoted a 
police official as saying that two 
explosions that rocked tbe head- 
quarters of tbe Congress of South 
African Trade Unions (COSA- 
TU) on Thursday probably were 
caused by explosives originating 
in tbe Soviet Union. 


jieh have been at odds since tbe 
former president accused militia 
supporters of Mr. Gemayel’s late 
brother Bashir of killing his son 
Ton and Tony's wife and daugh- 
ter in 1978. 

Mr. Franjieh met Mr. Gemayel 
last year during talks among for- 
mer presidents on peace t alks 
with Damascus to end Lebanon's 
12-year-old civil war. 

Mr. Gemayel strained his ties 
with Syria when he refused to 
endorse a Syrian-mediated peace 
plan in January 1986. Mr. Fran- 
jieh joined Muslim leaders in 
urging the president to resign. 

Mr. Gemayel is trying to solve 
the government crisis which 
erupted last Monday when Mr. 
Karami resigned. Mr. Karami 
and other Muslim cabinet minis- 
ters have boycotted the Maromte 
Christian leader since January 
1986. 


Murphy 
begins 
Gulf talks 

MUSCAT (Agencies) — U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Richard Murphy on Saturday 
started official talks in Gulf Arab 
states, focusing on the Iran-Iraq 
war and regional security. West- 
ern diplomatic sources said. 

Mr. Murphy's mission in the 
Gulf, the sources told AP, is 
primarily designed at reassuring 
the Gulf states of Washington's 
support in wake of the secret 
U.S. arms sales to Iran. 

“The visit is to show the Gulf 
that the Americans do care ... 
that they want to put Irangate 
behind them, reassure the Gulf 
states and talk about where to go 
from here on the Gulf war,” a 
ranking diplomat told AP. 

The start of Mr. Murphy's visit 
coincided with the visit of a pan- 
Arab delegation to Washington 
seeking help in pushing through a 
settlement to the Iran-Iraq war 
whose threats to international 
shipping in the gulf have been 
escalating. 

The group met with U.S. Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan who re- 
portedly told them the United 
States strongly supported a 
negotiated settlement to the war. 

They earlier met with Secretary 
of State George Shultz who also 
said the U.S. was prepared to 
support “appropriate enforce- 
ment measures” against either 
side in tbe war refusing to cooper- 
ate with U.N. Security Council 
efforts to end the conflict.” 

Mr. Reagan also reassured the 
delegation that the United States 
would supply no arms to Iran or 
Iraq and would discourage other 
countries from doing so, mem- 
bers of the delegation said. 

Clovis Maksoud, Washington 
representative of the Arab 
League, said Mr. Reagan “reas- 
sured the Arab League delega- 
tion of the American commit- 
ment to the staunch operation 
whereby they try to persuade 
other countries not to sell arms.” 

Mr. Maksoud also said that the 
delegation, which met Thursday 
with Secretary of State George P. 
Shultz and Vice-President 
George Bush, got the impression 
from its meetings “that the Un- 
ited States has every intention of 
no longer supplying any kinds of 
arms.” 

He said Mr. Bush gave the 
group “complete assurance that 
what has taken place in recent 
months (the sale of arms to Iran 
and diversion of profits to rebels 
in Nicaragua) has been more or 
less a deflection.” 

Abdul-Karim Al-Iryani, the 
deputy prime minister and fore- 
ign minister of North Yemen, 
said, “We have had a very posi- 
tive statement from President 
Reagan which goes along with the 
statement be made last February 
that the world must show an extra 
responsibility to bring an end to 
this conflict." 

Meanwhile, Kuwaiti Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad 
AI Sabah met Gulf Arab ambas- 
sadors on Saturday amid what 
diplomats called fresh concern 
over threats to Gulf shipping fol- 
lowing a recent attack on a Soviet 
freighter. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Lebanon’s national airline 
to resume Beirut flights 


r BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s national airline. Middle 
East Airlines (MEA), said Saturday it would resume 
flights at Beirut airport from Sunday after a 98-day 
stoppage. 


“The company would like to 
announce the resumption of its 
flights to and from Beirut airport 
and the first plane will land 
tomorrow,” an MEA statement 
said. 

The decision followed agree- 
ment Friday night with insurance 
firms, which agreed to restore 
cover on MEA passengers using 
the airport. 

The statement said insurers 
had demanded high premiums 
and that MEA would be forced to 
increase airfares to cover higher 
insurance costs. * 

The first MEA aircraft was 
expected in Beirut at 0900 GMT 
Sunday from Lamaca, Cyprus. It 
would be a test flight, with no 
passengers. Regular passenger 
services would resume on Mon- 
day, the statement added. 

The airline halted 3ll opera- 
tions in Beirut on Feb. 1. Insurers 
had withdrawn passenger cover 
because of artillery attacks on the 
airport and a warning to MEA 


from the main Falangist 
“Lebanese Forces" militia to stop 
using the runways. 

The militia is pressing for the 
opening of a makeshift airport at 
Halat, a strip of highway 25 
kilometres north of the divided 
capital and now used by tiny 
Lebanese Air Force. 

Many Christians fear being kid- 
napped while travelling through 
Muslim areas to reach the ex- 
isting airport on the southern 
edge of Beirut. 

Beirut airport has shut on J3 
occasions — totalling 624 days — 
over the past 12 years of civil war. 
Hie longest single closure lasted 
154 days in 1984. 

Foreign airlines no longer use it 
because fighting has frequently 
taken place in. the area. 

Last February, however, some 
7,000 Syrian troops moved into 
mainly Muslim west Beirut to 
quell militia anarchy. Together 
with Lebanese security forces. 


they regularly patrol the main 
road linking Beirut with the air- 
port terminal. 

Some opposition leaders 
oppose the opening of an alterna- 
tive airfield at Halat. saying it 
would be a further step towards 
outright partition of Lebanon 
along sectarian lines. 

But a “Lebanese Forces” offi- 
cial told Reuters Saturday that 
flights would resume at Beirut 
airport and “a definite promise 
would be given to authorise the 
opening of Halat later.” 

An MEA spokeman refused to 
say whether die airline’s decision 
to resume flights was linked with 
any move to establish Halat as an 
alternative centre for internation- 
al civil flights. 

Political sources say Druze 
Transport Minister Walid Junb- 
latt, whose own supporters have 
been in a state of armed con- 
frontation with the “Lebanese 
Forces" for several years, would 
have to authorise establishment 
of a new airport. 

Mr. Junblatt last month set up 
a special committee to study safe- 
ty conditions of airfields at milit- 
ary bases and called on the com- 
mittee to meet on Monday. 


Lebanese Falangists refuse to give up power 


By Samir F. Ghzttas 

Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Lebanon’s once- 
dominant Falangists, ringed by 
opposition rivals after 12 ye?^ of 
civil war. are riven by feuds but 
united in refusing to make politic- 
al concessions to the opposition 
majority. 

Driven out of the central 
mountains and the coastal plain, 
Lebanon's estimated 1.1 million 
Christians — the only Christians 
holding power in the Mideast — 
are now squeezed into an enclave 
running north from Beirut. 

The Christians, a mixture of 
Maronite and Greek Catholics 
and Greek Orthodox, fear they 
may be overwhelmed by the esti- 
mated 1 .9 million Muslims, parti- 
cularly Iranian-backed Shi’ite fun- 
damentalists seeking to carve out 
an Islamic Republic in the war- 
ravaged country. 

Syria, the opposition's main 
backer with 30,000 troops in 
Lebanon, has sometimes fought 
the Falangists. 

The Falangists see Syria as a 
hostile giant" bent on absorbing 
them into a Muslim state. 

Syrian-sponsored negotiations 
to end the civil war have stalled, 
mainiy because of Falangist in- 
transigence. 

The opposition is demanding 
an equal share of power with the 
Falangists, who have dominated 
the government, parliament, 
judiciary and army since inde- 
pendence from France in 1943. 

Under an unwritten covenant, 
the presidency has always gone to 
a member of the Maronites. the 
main Christian sect. The prime 
minister is traditionally a Sunni 
Muslim, while the Shi'itcs hold 
the parliament speakership. 

The opposition also is driving 


“to trim the powers of the pres- 
idency, currently held by Amin 
Gemayel. scion of one of the 
Maronites' leading political 
dynasties. 

The president chooses the 
prime minister and can dissolve 
the cabinet and the 99-seat parlia- 
ment. in which Christians hold a 
6-5 edge. 

Samir Geagea. commander of 
the Lebanese Forces, the Falan- 
gists' main militia, has proposed a 
new system of government based 
on what he calls “political decen- 
tralisation.” 

“It wouldn't matter whether 
the president is Christian or not 
under this system," he said in an 
interview. 

His blueprint acknowledges 
that Lebanon has been dismem- 
bered into sectarian mini-states 
ruled by militia warlords, in effect 
ceasing . to exist as a country. 
About 125,000 people have died 
in the 12-year-old war. 

The Falangist turf is split be- 
tween the Gemayel-Geagea 
alliance and former President 
Suleiman Franjieh, their long- 
time rival. 

Tne Druze control the central 
mountains. The Shi'ites are en- 
trenched in Beirut's southern 
slums and South Lebanon. 

The Sunnis, once the most in- 
fluential Muslim sect, have no 
dear-cut bastions, but dominate 
the southern port of Sidon. Israeli 
troops occupy a border strip in 
the south and Syria controls an 
estimated one-third of the 
country. 

“We want a system that pre- 
serves the rights, identity and 
culture of all Lebanese groups,” 
said Geagea, a 34-year-old for- 
mer medical student. “But we 
will never agree to put Christians 


under Muslim domination.” 

Other Falangists propose 
amending the 1943 covenant to 
split top government posts on a 
more equitable basis. 

Prime Minister Rashid Karami, 
a Sunnit who has scrapped with 
Mr. Gemayel since December 
1985, has charged that Mr. 
Gemayel was “unwilting to make 
any concessions that would 

bring about national reconcilia- 
tion.” 

Mr. Karami said the op p osition 
“is the majority, bat we’re only 
demanding equality.” 

George Saade, leader of the 
right-wing Falange Party, said 
that to guarantee security, the 
presidency should continue to be 
a Christian preserve. 

“The state can't be ruled by 
two heads or without any. It is 
ruled by one,” he told the Associ- 
ated Press. “Some people consid- 
er the things we're dinging to as 
privileges, but we consider them 
guarantees.” 1 ;; 

Said Danny Charooun, leader 
of the Christians’ National 'Liber- 
al Party, “since Chris tians are 
represented by one and Muslims 
by two in the (government) 
troika, we refuse to have the 
executive powers of the president 
reduced." 

Falangist leaders disagree on 
relations with Syria. Like the 
oppositon, Franjieh advocates 
“distinguished relations” with 
Damascus. 

Mr. Saade says that although 
Damascus favours the opposi- 
tion. ties with Syria should be 
“normal, providing they preserve 
the sovereignty, independence 
and dignity of Lebanon.” 

But Geaeea and Chamonn re- 
gard the Syrians as an occupation 
force. 


Washington 
expected 
to return 
$453m 
to Tehran 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United States is expected to re- 
turn about $453 million to Iran 
next week, following an interna- 
tional tribunal’s order, U.S. offi- 
cials say. 

The U.S. -Irani an claims tri- 
bunal ruled last Monday that Iran 
was entitled to the amount The 
money was left over from funds 
Iran put into the U.S. Federal 
Reserve Bank in 1981 to repay 
money lent by American banks 
before the 1978-79 Iranian re- 
volution. 

The United States has acknow- 
ledged it owes the money, but has 
held up repayment while seeking 
public acknowledgement that re- 
turning the money to Iran is not 
considered an attempt to ransom 
hostages or serve any other poli- 
tical purpose. 

In its ruling. The Hague-based 
tribunal stated that return of the 
assets had “no relation or link 
whatsoever to the issue of hos- 
tages held in Lebanon or any 
other political matter, as both 
parties have declared.” 

The U.S. officials, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said Fri- 
day that administration legal ex- 
perts concluded that the court's 
statement satisfied their desire 
for a public disclaimer and re- 
commended to President Ronald 
'Reagan that the funds be re- 
turned. * 

The amount in question is the 
sum remaining from $3.7 billion 
deposited in the New York 
Federal Reserve Bank. As of 
May 4, the amount was $453 
million, but it increases each day 
with interest 

Repayment of the money will 
not end the financial relationship 
between the two countries. Ab- 
out $65 million will be left in the 
Fed account to cover possible 
claims by U.S. banks, a State 
Department official said. 

In addition, the claims tribun- 
al, which is composed of judges 
from Iran, the United States and 
one neutral country on a rotating 
basis, still is hearing cases 
brought by Iranians whose assets 
were frozen in the United States 
after the American embassy was 
seized in 1979.- 

It also is hearing cases brought 
by Americans whose assets were 
nationalised by Iran 


Lyon Arab 
centre attacked 

LYON, France (R) — An Arab 
youth centre in Lyon was attack- 
ed early Saturday and the raiders 
left behind a photograph of Nazi 
war criminal Klaus Barbie, who is 
to stand trial here on Monday, 
police said. 

Police said racist slogans like 
"no armistice for Arabs.” were 
daubed on the walls of the Lyon 
Centre for Young Arabs. More 
than three million Arab immig- 
rants live in France. 


Iran reportedly preparing new offensive 


By Ed Blanche 

Associated Press 

NICOSIA, Cyprus — The 
6 Vt-y ear-old Gulf war appears to 
be balanced between Iran’s milit- 
ary offensives and Iraq's tighten- 
ing squeeze on Tehran’s econo- 
mic jugular — its oil exports. 

Iran’s increasing military capa- 
bilities, and a renewed threat to 
tanker routes from Iran’s deploy- 
ment of Chinese-made miss iles in 
the Strait of Hormuz, have 
attracted substantial attention 
throughout the region. 

Iranian forces, backed by com- 
mandos and Kurdish guerrillas 
operating behind Iraqi lines, stab- 
bed into north east Iraq on April 
24 in what appears to be a limited 
offensive to nibble away at Iraqi 
defences. 

In the southern sector of the 
1,180- kflometre front, there are 
persistent signs that the Iranians 
are massing forces east of Basra, 
Iraq’s second largest city, for a 
renewed push. 

The Iranians launched a 
60, 000-man offensive, Karbala-5, 
against Basra on Jan. 9. Iran 
seized a chunk of marshland east 
of the city and a string of islands 
in the Shatt A1 Arab waterway in 
the thrust. 

Karbala-5, which broke 
through three Iraqi defence lines 
and advanced further titan the 
Iraqis had expected, finally stal- 
led 10 kilometres east of the 
bettered city after some of the 
bloodiest fighting of the war. 

Reports have surfaced in re- 

Khashoggi 
says he set 
up $10m fund 

ROME (AP) — Adrian Khashog- 
gi, a key figure in the U.S. 
“Irangate” controversy, was 
quoted as saying that be set up a 
$10-mflfion trust fund for Amer- 
icans and the Iranians. 

Telemontecario, a television 
channel in Italy, said it inter- 
viewed the Saudi Arabian 
businessman in Venice on 
Wednesday. The interview was 
scheduled to be aired Saturday 
afternoon, but Telemontecario 
on Friday distributed excerpts 
from it. 

“Just to start the dialogue be- 
tween them, I put trust funds that 
.could be used for the Americans 
and for the Iranians until they can 
trust each other,” Mr. Khashoggi 
was quoted as saying. 

Asked about reports that be 
lost an estimated $25 million be- 
cause of his involvement in U.S. 
arms sales to Iran, the business- 
man was quoted as replying the 
amount was exaggerated. ‘The 
true amount is $10 million plus 
interest ” he said. 

He was also asked if U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan knew 
about all the intricacies involved 
in the Irangate trust funds. 

“I don’t know for sure because 
I was not involved with the presi- 
dent,” Mr. Khashoggi was 
quoted as replying. 

The U.S. Senate and House of 
Representatives are conducting 
joint hearings probing the Iran- 
gate affair. I 


cent days that large formations of 
Revolutionary Guards, Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini’s special 
forces, have been moved to the 
front's centra] sector. 

Western military sources, who 
spoke on condition of not being 
identified, reported that vast 
arms dumps have been built up 
around the southern Iranian ou 
city of Ahwaz — the rear head- 
quarters for Karbala-5 — and the 
garrison town of Dezfiil in the 
central sector. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

Iran’s state-nm media, moni- 
tored in Nicosia, has announced a 
new mobilisation of at least 
100,000 volunteers. That would 
put Iranian strength along the 
front at around 750,000 -men, 
according to Western intelligence 
estimates. 

The Iranians claimed that 
April's Karbala-10 offensive 
seized some 300 square 
kilometres of Iraqi Kurdistan, in- 
cluding “strategic heights” that 
have put Iraqi bases within artil- 
lery range. 

Baghdad initially dismissed the 
Iranian assault as a small-scale 
operation that was repulsed. But 
10 days later, Baghdad communi- 
ques reported that Iraq’s 1st 
Army Corps was still “crushing 
and destroying” Iranian forces in 
the sector, lending credibility to 
the Iranian claims. 

Battlefront reports indicate the 
Iranians have stopped the costly 


human wave attacks in which tens 
of thousands of ill-trained volun- 
teers were slaughtered in the 
war’s early years. 

They now appear determined 
to avoid World war I-style mass 
offensives, concentrating instead 
on operations using one or two 
.divisions that exploit weaknesses 
in Iraq’s formidable but cumber- 
some defence line. 

The operations seem most 
prominent in mountainous or 
marshy areas where Iraq’s super- 
ior firepower loses its effective- 
ness. 

Iran’s parliament speaker, 
Hasbenri Rafsanjani, noted that 
the use in Karbala-10 of helicop- 
ter-borne troops to leapfrog Iraqi 
defences and commandos backed 
by Kurdish irregulars in the Iraqi 
rear was “our first successful ex- 
perience in combining classical 
and guerrilla warfare techni- 
ques. 

While the Iranians appear to be 
doing well on the ground, the 
Iraqis are still masters of the 
skies. 

The Iranian thrusts have forced 
the Iraqis to divert their air power 
from punishing raids on Iran’s 
economic centres to the battle- 
field. 

But despite the Loss of as many 
as 50 warplanes in winter battles, 
the Iraqis have resumed heavy 
bombing attacks on Iran's 
offshore oilfields, pumping sta- 
tions and loading terminals. 

Iraqi warplanes have stepped 
np attacks on Iranian tankers 


carrying ofl. to less vulnerable 
loading terminals in a bad to 
choke off oil exports that pay for 
Tehran’s war effort. * 

Twenty tankers- have been hit 
tins year. 

Iran has managed, to.-mamtain 
its exports, despite a serious dip a 
few months ago. But' analysts 
believe that if exports fell below i 
million barrels a day for a pro- 
longed period, Tehran would be 
in trouble. 

Iran’s deployment of the 
Chinese-made missiles at ' the 
Strait of Hormuz, the Gulfs only 
outlet, attracted the interest, and 
naval presence, of the United 
States, Soviet Union and other 
countries interested in keeping ofl 
shipments from the region imhin- 
derecL 

Kuwait, an oil-producing na- 
tion on the Gulf that Iran accuses 
of aiding Iraq, has asked the 
superpowers for protection i from. 
Iranian attacks on its oil tankers. 
Iran has threatened to retaliate 
against any outside help for 
Kuwait. 

Baghdad has declared that 
Iran's failure to take Basra or 
achieve the victoty Tehran’s lead- 
ers had pro m is ed by the end of 
the Persian year March -21 meant 
the Iranians were intnmbte. 

But military analysts, said the 
pattern of Iranian operations has 
indicated that their strategy is to 
wear down Iraq’s formidable war 
machine with a cham of offensive 
aimed at undeirnimng srapport for 
the government. . 


Iranian official arrives in UAE 


ABU DHABI, United Arab 
Emirates (Agencies) — Iran’s 
Deputy Foreign Minister Aii 
Mohammad Besharati arrived 
Saturday on a two-day visit to the 
United Arab Emirates, the UAE 
official news agency WAM re- 
ported. 

Mr. Besharati will have talks ' 
with officials in the UAE on the 
recent developments in the re- 
gion and bilateral relations, 
WAM said without elaborating. 

In a departure statement from 
Tehran, Mr. Besharati was 
quoted by the Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) as saying 
be will try to “neutralise the 
mischievous attempts of certain 
countries to create tension in the 
Gulf region.” 

He was apparently referring to 
Kuwait's quest for tankers flying 
Soviet and American flags as 
means of protection for its oil 
shipments against Iranian 
attacks. 

Mr. Besharati’s visit came a 
day after Gulf-based maritime 
shipping executives reported that 
Iran has attacked a freighter 
flying the Soviet flag after it 
sailed from Kuwait It was the 
first Iranian attack on a Soviet 
vessel in the offshoots of the 
Iran-Iraq war on Gulf shipping 
routes. 

The attack was carried out af- 
ter leaders in Tehran warned 
Kuwait that Iran will not be 
deterred by the U.S. and Soviet 
flags from pursuing its policy of a 
tit-for-tat strike for Iraqi raids on 
Iranian tanker routes. 

UAE President Sheikh Ibn Sul- 


tan A1 Nahayan is the current 
chairman of the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) alliance 
which also groups Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar and 
Oman. 

Following the recent fighting 
in the Gulf war, “certain powers 
and traditional supporters” of 
Iraq have been trying to “stir up 
an artificial crisis” in the region, 
said Mr. Besharati. 

“The most surprising tiling is 
the Soviet Union’s presence in 
this connection,” he was quoted 
by IRNA, which is monitored in 
Nicosia. 

Moscow has been the main 
arms supplier of Iraq, which has 
been fighting a 6V£-year-old war 
with Iran. 

Iranian President Al^i. 
Khamenei said in Tehran' Friday' 
that Iran will not ignore Mos- 
cow’s “unacceptable” support for 
Iraq. 

Golf-based maritime sources 
reported Friday that Iranian gun- 
boats raked a Soviet freighter, 
the Ivan Koroteyev, with cannon 
fire earlier in the week as it sailed 
in the southern Gulf. 

The Soviet News Agency 
TASS confirmed the incident but 
did not identify the attacks. The 
attack was the first on a Soviet 
ship since the Gulf war broke out. 

Iran’s chief justice, Abdul. 
Karim Musavi Ardebili. warned 
last week Kuwait would “bear the 
consequences” of involving the 
superpowers in the Gulf, the 
latest in a string of threats against 
the tiny Arab Gulf state closest to 
■the war zone. 


Iran has been singling out . 
Kuwait-related ships in recent 
months for their attacks, in re- 
taliation for Iraqi air strikes- 1 
against Iranian oil terminals ani- 
Gulf shipping. Iran accuses 
Kuwait of supportmg Iriuj. 

Kuwait has chartered three 
Soviet tankers to cany its oil and 
seeks to register some of its 21 
state-owned tankers, muter the- 
U.S.flag. 

The Kuwaitis say the major 
powers must help defend <nl ex- 
ports from the Gulf. Twenty per 
cent of the non-Commnnist 
World’s od passes through die 
waterway. 

More than 200 ships have been 
attacked by ban and Iraq in the: 
{anker w|r,^a^ffire&-year-okl 
offshoot of the. conflict.^ 

■ Mr. Besharafr saKT he wflfm- 
fonn UAE -officials of the seosi- ; 
tive situation in theregion.“We^ 
hope that those who fen flames of 
tension will themselves become - 
aware of the dangerous consequ- 
ences of their actions,” he told * 
IRNA. 

Meanwhile a Kuwaiti newspap- 
er said Saturday the United States 
was the Arabs top enemy and ; 
indirectly urged Kuwait to review - 
proposals to register its tankers 
under the American flag to shield 
oil exports from Iranian attacks. 

The daily AI Rai Al Asm, 
traditionally antiU.S.. and some- 
times criticaLof Communism, car- 
ried a front-page editorial. head- 
lined: “An open invitation to die 
Soviets. ” 
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News 24:19 New Horizons and New 
Products 24:30 Studio One 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Ac an exhibition by Saraer Oberdai 
and Issam Al Sabah at the Housing 
Bank GaSery. 

* A n exhibition of children paintings 
and educational techniques at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan's model school. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

Americas Centre Library 641520 

British Cornual 636147ft 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute _ 641993 

Soviet CnJtnral Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 6240*9 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A 641793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 6371 1 1 

Univ. of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 


“CblMren’s Heritage and Science 
Museum.” Fun and knowledge for aD 
ages, pins a small pJanciamnn at the 
Haya Arts Centre. Open all week 9:00 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. - 6:00 
p.m. Closed on Friday. 
roBdorr Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash (4th to 16th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opcntne boon: 9.00 a.m. -5 p.m. 
Year-tound. Td. 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 


quities of Jordan. Jabal Al Qala 
(Citadel Hill). Opening hours: 9.00 
3.18.-5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays JU.00 aan. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Cosed Tuesdays. 

Jordan NaUooal GaSery: Contains a 
collection of paintings.- ceramics . and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a cofiection of paintinK by 
19th Century orientalist artists. Miujta- 
zab. Jabal Luweibdeh. Opening boars: 

10.00 a.m. - 1 JO p.m. and 3.00 p.m.- 

6.00 p.m. Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 
630128. 


Martyrs' Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City. Amman. 
Opening hours 9.00 a.m.-4.00 p.m. 
Cosed Saturdays. TeL 664240. 


SERVICE CLUBS 


Lions Amman CM. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hob- 
day inn. 1 JO pjn. 

Liras Phfladdptn CM. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Kotd. 7:30 p.m. 
PbBttfcfpMa Rotary CM. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn, 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercom mental Hotel, 2.00 
p.m. 

Roy* Auto mo b il e Club. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Qrde. Tel. 816534, 
817534. 


CHURCHES 


SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Tel. 624590. 

Church of the A— ti utluu (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Lawcibdch, Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salk Chart* (Roman Cathofc) 
Jabal Hussein, Tel. 661757. 
Terrasanta Church (Roman Catholic). 
Jabal Luweibdeh. mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 530 
p.m. Td: 622366 

Church of the A nnaarlario u (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. Td. 623541. 
Anglican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, Td. 67890b. 
Armenian CathaUr Church Ashrafieh. 
Tel. 771331. 

ArtooSmt Ort h odo x Church A sha- 
ikh, TeL 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh. Tel. 771751. 

Amman Imcmiriunal Omnh ( Inter - 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shffldsail), Tel. 
677534. 

EvangeBc*) Lutheran Church, Am- 
man. Arabic Service: Sunday 7:00 pan. 
Rainbow Congregation, Fngiwh Ser- 
vice: Saturday 6:30 p.m. Rev. N. Smir, 
Tel. 811295. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJJ information depart- 
ment st the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. ( 08) 53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian 0U) flights 
(Terminal 1) 

18*0 Aqaba (RJ) 

10*0 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

1825 Jeddah (RJ 

11*0 Kuwait (RJ) 

11:85 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

17*8 Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

Ifc30 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJj 

18:48 Athens (RJi 

19*5 Brussels. Frankfurt (RJ) 

19:85 Los Anedes, Chicago. Vienna 
(RJ) 

IMS London. Geneva (RJ) 

28*0 Paris. Geneva (RJ) 

81*0 Madrid, Rome (RJ) 

82*8 Baghdad (RJ) 


Other flights (Terminal 2) 

18*8 Berlin. Lartuca (IF) 

12J0 Cairo (MS) 

12>*S Kuwait (LN) 

13-J8 Jeddah |SV) 

13:40 Muscat, Abu Dhabi. Bahrain 
(GF) 

14J5 Kuwait tKU) 

15*8 Dubai (EK) 

17:38 Baghdad (1A) 

17 J5 Athens (OA> 

19:10 Frankfurt (LH) 

8fc4S London. Cairo (BA) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) flights 
(Terminal 1) 

97: 45 Aqaba (RJ) 

I id* Tunis. Casablanca ( RJ) 

12*8 .......... Vienna, New York ( RJ) 

lfc» Albeits (RJ) 

tA30 Caito(Rj) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

28-J8 Kuwait. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

21*8 Baghdad (RJj 

22:08 Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (RJ j 

22:15 Damascus (RJ) 

22:15 Cairo (RJ) 

23*0 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

23*8 Bangkok (RJ) 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

06:28 Frankfurt (LH) 

89*0 Damascus. Paris (AF) 

I0-J8 Rome (A 22) 

11:20 Lamaca. Butin (IF) 

13128 Cairo (MS) 

14*8 Tripoli (LN) 

15:88 Bahrain. Abu Dhabi, Muscat 
(GF) 

1S*0 Jeddah (SV) 

1535 Kuwait (KU) 

16:08 Dubai (EK) 

I&28 Athens (OA) 

I&JQ Baghdad (LA) 

28*8 Sana a (LH) 

PRAYER TIMES 


04:18 Fair 

0539 f Sunrise) Doha 

1232 Dhuhr 

»fc!2 *Asr 

**••25 Maghreb 

28*4 .Trsha 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


EMERGENCIES 


Saturday rates 

Local seObuy rates in fib 


Belgian franc 893/ 90.2 

Dutch guilder 164.3/ 166 

French franc 55.4/ 56 

Italian lira 25.8/ 26.1 

Japanese yen tfor 100) 236.1/ 238.7 

Swedish exown 52.9/ 53.4 

Swiss franc 225.7/ 228.1 

U.K. sterling pound 550.7/ 558.2 

U.S. dollar 328.7/ 3313 

W. German mark 3852/ 187.3 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Me te o r ol ogy. 

It wiQ be rather cold and partly 
cloudy, with northwesterly moderate 
to fresh winds. In Aqaba, winds will be 
nortberiy fresh and calm sea. 

MaJou. temp. 

Amman 11/21 

Aqaba 17/28 

Dcscn* 9/25 

Jordan Valley 15 / 27 


Amman eoveroonue 891228 

Amman uvfl Defence 198, 199 

Civil Defence Irtoid .... 271293, 27313 1 

Gvfl Defence Ouwcismeh 77(7733 

Crvil Defence DefrAJla 57306 

Ambulance 193.775 111 

Amman downtown fire brigade .... 198 

Fra aid 630341 

Blood Bank — -.778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661111' 

Fixe headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192.621111.637777 

Police headquarters - 639141 . 

Traffic po&ee 6963907 

Etertric Power Co. 636381/4.624881 
Municipal water complantcs 77 LI 25/8 
Queen Alia IntL Airport (08)53330/60 

HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn ... 644281/6 
AkilehMatemite.J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisasi 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

Univetaire Hospital 84 5845/6 5 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

AJ-AJih, Abdali 664164/6 

(isfian, AJ-Mnbajreen 777X01/3- 

Al-Bastur, J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army, Marks 69161 1/1S 

Queen A&aJHosphal 60224000 

Amal Hospital 674155 


GENERAL 


Jordan Television 77311/19 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
niasi 22, Aqaba 28. Humidity readings; 
Amman 35 per cent. Aqaba 36 per 


Radio Jordan , 7741H/W 

Ministry of Tourism 6423 M 

Hotel complaints ...a. 6664)2 

Price complaints 661 176 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East cpifc 10 

Overseas cafis 

Repair service L I1 


NIGHT DUTY. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Arafat Al Ash hah - .... 602507 

Dr. Mahmoud Amadi ... 741390 

Dr. Yousef Horaoi 625478 

Dr. Akrmn Samhao 894611 

Al Salam Pharmacy 636730 

Ndroukb Pharmacy '•••• 72 36 72 


Hhmavri pharmacy . ..^-4-. WSTK 
Al F en io ws pharmacy ns/llo 


TAXIS: 

Al Wahda taxi 

Khaldonri tan 

Bassamtan 

Ahhtaxi 

Heyamtazi 
Bahwcnwh taxi ... 
Bahrain taxi 
Maririmirtam .Jj, 




v^eSS 

-—fss 


ream- . ... _ __*? 

Dr. Abdnllteliim)Ubl>i^'^24«558 
Bsod) pharmacy r 1 ? 

Al Shaza’a phann&cy '.v- 

ZAXtQA: * ■• ••' : 

DrJarah Atpaherwi — 

Eshhrtfa phantasy- 






Amman 

cent. 
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. AMMAN (Petra) — The Anti- 
Narcotics SauacI ra Jordan las t 
. month seized 310 kilogramines of 
hashish and an unspecified 
amount . of heroin _ and other 
drugs,, with a street value of JD 
300,000, CoL Hashem Ai Qaisi, 
director of the Anti-Narcotics 
Department., announced here 
Saturday. ' 

-He told a press conference that 
altogether 43 persons involved in 
the drug - smuggling have been 
arrested, including 24non- Jorda- 
nians. 

The Anti-Narcotics Depart- 
ment had been tipped off about 
most of this smuggling, including 
those involved in the process of 
smuggling drugs into the King- 
dom and from here smuggling 
them into other Arab countries. 
Col. Qaisi pointed out. "We re- 
ceived initial information about 
gang involved in these operations 
and we placed the gang's mem- 
bers under strict surveillance be- 
fore we made our move," Col. 
Qaisi added. 

He said that last year one of the 
primary drug pushers in Jordan 
was arrested. Police found 2.5 
kilogrammes of hashish in his 
possession at the time. 


Strict surveillance of the rest of 
his group was maintained, until 
the group was caught red-hand- 
ed. The police found that the 
soup had 1.620 grammes of 
hashish upon their arrest last 
month,, and also discovered that 
the group leader bad bought land 
outside Amman and built a home 
as a drug smuggling centre. The 
drugs were seized and the mem- 
bers of the group have been 
apprehended, he said. 

One of the other cases Col. 
Qaisi said involved a man who 
was found to have 70 kilogram- 
. mes of hashish in his possession, 
hidden at his home on Jabal 
Nazif. This man, along with six 
other accomplices, were arrested. 
Investigations proved that they 
were involved in drug smuggling 
and trafficking operations. Col. 
Qaisi added. 

He said that police dogs have 
been used and continue to be 
used in detecting drugs. Recent- 
ly, police dogs detected drugs 
concealed in a suitcase at Queen 
Alia International Airport. He 
said that his department plans to 
expand the use of police dogs to 
sniff out drugs at border posts 
around the Kingdom. 


Jordan proposes April 7 
as int’I smoke-free day 


GENEVA (Petra) — Jordan on 
Saturday stressed the necessity of 
supporting the work of the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) to 
achieve the "Health for All by 
the Year 2000” goal. 

Dr. Hani Oweis, director of the 
International Health Department 
at the Health Ministry and deputy 
bead of the Jordanian delegation 
to the World Health Assembly 
(WH A) meetings in Geneva, del- 
ivered the address for Jordan. He 
urged all member countries to 
honour their commitments to the 
WHO to enable it perform its 
duties. 

Dr. Oweis also called on the 
WHO to offer health support for 
Arab inhabitants in the occupied 
Arab territories who he said are 
suffering bad health conditions 


under the Israeli occupation. 

He also called for efforts to end 
the Iran- Iraq war, which is bring- 
ing tragedy to the people of both 
countries. 

Meanwhile, the executive 
bureau of the Arab Health Minis- 
ters’ Council submined a Jorda- 
nian-sponsored draft resolution 
to the WHA. asking member 
states to designate April 7 each 
year as “a day free of smoking.” 
During that day, all governments 
would ban tbe selling of cigarettes 
in their countries in an attempt to 
convince smokers to stop 
smoking. 

Health Minister Zaid Hamzeh, 
who is the WHA president for the 
current term, is heading Jordan's 
delegation to the WHA current 
meetings in Geneva. 


German church group 
meets with Qatanani 


4AMftftN,<Petra) — The &Q 12 -- 
.•jtton in the occupied Arab terri- 
tories, and Israel's continued in- 
human practices there, were re- 
viewed Saturday at a meeting that 
grouped Dr. Ahmad Qatanani, 
under secretary of the Ministry of 
Occupied Territories Affairs and 
a delegation representing youth 
organisations affiliated with West 
Germany's Protestant churches. 

Dr. Qatanani outlined the de- 
velopment of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict and pointed to Israel's 
continued occupation of Palesti- 
nian land since 1948, which, be 
said, created a humanitarian 
problem which ought to be 
addressed by the international 
community. 

The Palestinian people con- 
tinue to suffer under Israeli rule 
or through expulsion from their 
lands. Dr. Qatanani said. 

He also outlined efforts ex- 
erted by Jordan, in cooperation 


. with the ; United. .Nations /Relief, 
and Works Agency - (UNRWA) 
for providing relief supplies to the 
refugees for improving their liv- 
ing conditions in the camps. 

Dr. Qatanani also spoke about 
Israel’s aggressive policies and 
violations of human rights and 
seizure of Arab land for building 
settlements. He also emphasised 
the illegal actions of Israeli ex- 
tremists and their desecration of 
Islamic and Christian holy places. 

Dr. Qatanani spoke in detail 
about the Jordanian-sponsored 
five-year economic and social de- 
velopment plan for the occupied 
territories in order to alleviate the 
suffering of the Arab population 
under Israeli rule and maintain 
resistance to Israeli actions and 
steadfastness in the face of 
occupation. 

The visit was organised by the 
Anglican church in Amman. 


Jordan exhibits traditional 
crafts at Florence fair 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan took 
part in an exhibition of traditional 
crafts held in the Italian city of 
Florence between April 24 and 
May 3. 

Jordan's representative was 
Mr. Ghassan Al Rifani who took 
part iu seminars during which he 
spoke about Jordanian traditional 


crafts and their production by 
local communities in Jordan. 

He also reviewed the history of 
traditional crafts in the country 
and their historic background. 
Jordan was among 31 nations 
taking part in the exhibition at 
which it displayed samples of its 
traditional crafts. 


Ministry outlines plans 
to support cereal prices 

_ .. ■ » rrv rwy 


AMMAN (Petra) — Under 
Secretary of Ministry of Agricul- 
ture Salem Al Lawzi has stressed 
the significance of tbe govern- 
ment's decision to purchase cere- 
als from farmers at competitive 
prices. 

Dr. Lawzi said the decision 
reflects the government's interest 
in and concern over supporting 
farmers and encouraging invest- 
ment in agricultural products. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Dr. Lawzi 
said the government has offered 
cereal fanners prices that com- 
pare well with international 
prices, and’ in some cases, are 
highe r than international prices. 

According to the government’s 
decision, a tonne of wheat will be 
purchased at JD 144, while a tonne 
of barley will be purchased at JD 
90; a tonne of lentils at JD 180 
and a tonne of chick-peas at JD 
170. 

In its attempts to encourage the 
production of cereals and in im- 
plementation of the Ministry of 
Agriculture's policy on crop rota- 
tion, the government has also 
derided to purchase a tonne of 


maize at JD 80. 

Tbe result of this support. Dr. 
Lawzi said, is increased produc- 
tion of cereals in the coming 
years. These price supports wiU 
encourage work already started 
in exploiting the southern and 
eastern parts of Jordan for cereals 
production. 

To facilitate the purchase of 
cereals from formers, a special 
committee, headed by Dr. Lawzi, 
and grouping representatives of 
the Jordanian Cooperative Orga- 
nisation (JCO), Ministry of Supp- 
ly and Ministry of Agriculture, 
has been formed. 

Dr. Lawzi added that groups 
have been formed to purchase 
ce real* from farmers. These 
gfoups are being based in the 
grain silos premises in Juwaida 
and began receiving cereal crops 
from formers on Saturday. 

Upon completion of work by 
these groups, an audit committee 
will be formed to audit all pur- 
charing transactions. The audit 
committee will comprise repre- 
sentatives for the Ministries 'of 
Supply and Agriculture, and the 
JCO and the Audit Bureau. 



Crown Prince calls for effort 
of whole society on education 


Secretary General of the Ministry of Higher Education Dr; VhmadAI 
Tal Saturday addresses representatives from eight Arab countries on 
technical education. 

Community colleges have 
lax standards — official 


AMMAN (Petra) — Secretary 
General of die Ministry of Higher 
Education Dr. Ahmad Al Tal 
Saturday criticised the standard 
of community or intermediate 
colleges. 

He charged that their gradu- 
ates are turned out with poor 
training and that the teachers 
tend to give students higher 
marks than they actually deserve. 

Dr. Tal said that the intermedi- 
ate or community colleges have 
been admitting large numbers of 
students who should not be eligi- 
ble for post-school studies. He 
said that these colleges lack prop- 
er guidance services for their stu- 
dents. 

He said that these colleges 
turned out large numbers of 
graduates, thus causing a serious 
imbalance between demand and 
supply of college graduates. 

Dr. Tal. who was addressing a 
meeting grouping representatives 
of eight different Arab countries 
gathered to discuss means of 
promoting technical education, 
said that the Ministry of Higher 
Education in Jordan has adopted 
a number of measures to rectify 
this situation and solve the 


problem. 

He said that Jordan is keen on 
promoting technical education, 
regarding it as an important 
branch of education, but he 
added that it should be proper 
training that will serve the com- 
munity. 

Dr. Ghanem Hassawi, presi- 
dent of the Federation of Arab 
Technical Education, addressed 
the meeting, outlining rhe federa- 
tion’s activities and programmes 
since its establishment in 1980. 
The federation has dispatched 
experts to different Arab coun- 
tries for the sake of helping to 
develop technical education, be 
said. 

He said that this training 
course is designed to raise the 
skill and efficiency of the partici- 
pants who are leaders of technical 
education in their countries. 

Delegates from Jordan, Alger- 
ia, Somalia. Iraq, Qatar, Libya, 
North and South Yemen are tak- 
ing part in the 12-day meeting 
which has been organised in 
cooperation with the United Na- 
tions Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO). 


Madaba nears completion 
of reforestation project 


MADABA (Petra) — The de- 
partment of agriculture in Mada- 
ba has completed 75 per cent of 
the work on a project for de- 
veloping hilly regions in various 
districts around the city, depart- 
ment director Abdul Majid Al 
Bashabshe said here Saturday. 

He said that .die project, which 
i&. included. Jn the Ministry ,of 
Agriculture'^ five year plan, en- 
tails reclaiming 2,000 dunums 
during this year, before planting 
them with trees. Die develop- 
ment plan, he said, provides for 
building 2,000 square metres of 
retaining walls at the cost of JD 
2,400, drilling 30.000 artesian 
wells, constructing water reser- 
voirs at the cost of JD 3,000, and 
planting 1,250 dunums with fruit 
tree saplings at the cost of JD 
5,000 and forest tree saplings 
surrounded by barbed wire fenc- 
ing at a cost of JD 18,250, Mr. 
Bashabshe added. 

He said that his department has 
plans to plant a total of 700,000 
tree saplings to preserve the soil 
and stop soil erosion. The plan 
will also help stem desertification 
and develop plots of land around 


tourist and archaeological areas 
at the cost of JD 8,700. 

Referring to pasture land, Mr. 
Bashabshe said that his depart- 
ment has prepared 2.000 dunums 
of land and sown seeds for shrubs 
at the cost of JD 20,000 in a bid to 
-encourage cattle and stock breed- 
ing, and to increase meat produc- 
tion. ■ ._ 

The' Department of Agricul- 
ture in Madaba has set up a 
control tower in Siyagha, west of 
here, at the cost of JD 5,000 and 
also installed JD 5,000 worth of 
wireless equipment and purch- 
ased motorcycles and hired work- 
ers to deal with fires, Mr. 
Bashabshe pointed out. 

He said that the department 
has made arrangements for the 
production of 200,000 olive sa- 
plings at the cost of JD 36,294. 
built agricultural roads and car- 
ried out maintenance work, all at 
the cost of JD 1.900. 

According to Mr. Bashabshe, 
improved seeds for wheat, pro- 
duced at different nurseries, have 
been distributed to farmers and 
wheat growers. 


Aqaba marine projects 
attract private funds 


AQABA (Petra) — A number of 
projects in Aqaba region, which 
were promoted through a confer- 
ence in Kuwait on April 26, have 
succeeded in attracting capital 
from Jordanian expatriates and 
other sources, according to Mr. 
Bassam Qaqish, president of the 
Aqaba Region Authority 

Mr. Qaqish said that these pro- 
jects include a maritime centre 
which would provide tourist, re- 
creational and cultural facilities 
to enable visitors to familiarise 
themselves with the sea environ- 
ment, including the coral reefs 
and fish, and to offer facilities for 
university students to conduct re- 
search work. 

Tbe centre, he said, will have 
an underwater tube-shaped glass 
haii which will enable divers to 
watch the wealth of fish and coral 
reefs under the sea and a museum 
displaying different types of sea 
life in the Gulf of Aqaba and the 
Red Sea. The centre will also 
include lecture halls, art galleries, 
a library, and other essential faci- 
lities. 

The centre is to be set up on a 
14 dunum piece of land on the 
southern coast of Aqaba at an 
estimated cost of JD 1.5 million. 
Another project that won back- 
ing at the Kuwait conference, Mr. 
Qaqish added, was the marine 
park which involves setting up a 
recreational sea sport centre mat 
will attract people of all ages. 

This marine park, he said, 
would include a circular pool of 
200 square metres in area, com- 
plete with equipment and facili- 
ties for water games, an artificial 
children's lake no less than 10,000 
dunums in area, with tiny islands 


provided with boats. There will 
also be cafes, restaurants, play- 
grounds and car parks, in addi- 
tion to a first aid centre, Mr. 
Qaqish added. This centre will be 
set up near the marine centre on 
75 dunums of land overlooking 
tbe sea and will cost JD 1 million, 
Mr. Qaqish said. 

Another project presented to 
the conference was the Sultan 
Qaboos estate which would con- 
tain holiday cottages and chalets 
to be sold to whoever wishes to 
buy them for the sake of en- 
couraging the tourism industry in 
the Kingdom. This housing estate 
would indude 425 housing units, 
a shopping centre, a sports unit, 
telephone, electricity, water, 
postal and other essential ser- 
vices. The housing estate is to be 
set up on 630 dunums of land in 
the northern sector of the south- 
ern coast of Aqaba. 

This project which will be im- 
plemented in three stages is ex- 
pected to cost JD 4.85 million. 

Mr. Qaqish said that ARA has 
made plans for setting up a tourist 
village, indoding a chib. It will 
stand on 264 dunums of land of 
which 64 will overlook the sea. 
The project, Mr. Qaqish con- 
tinued, will cost approximately 
JD 2.3 million. Mr. Qaqish also 
said that the tourist zone in 
Aqaba will have an international- 
standard hotel set up on 7,500 
square metres with 250 beds with 
swimming pools, playgrounds, 
parks, nightclubs and other facili- 
ties. 

This project, be said, will be set 
up at the southern tip of the 
tourist zone at the cost of JD 7.3 
million. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The educational process in the 
Kingdom should not remain the sole responsibility of 
the Ministry of Education, but other institutions, 
and social and public organisations, should be 
involved, His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
said here. 


He said that coordination 
among these institutions should 
be made and efforts pooled so 
that the educational process can 
be promoted. 

Prince Hassan was addressing 
the centra] working committee 
involved in overhauling tbe edu- 
cational process at its first meet- 
ing held on Thursday. 

The meeting, held at the Minis- 
try of Education, followed tours 
made by Prince Hassan to diffe- 
rent govern orates during which 
he discussed the educational sys- 
tem with educators, beads of 
education departments and 
teachers. 

Prince Hassan said that tbe 
country must create a conducive 
environment for the growth of 
the young generation through 
cooperation among social cen- 
tres. educational institutions and 
the Ministry of Education, the 
Jordanian News Agency, Petra 
reported Saturday. 

The Crown Prince said the 
ministries of education, health, 
youth, agriculture and awqaf 
should launch meaningful coop- 
eration and dialogue to promote 
the educational process. 

Addressing the meeting later 
was Minister of Education Thou- 
qan Hindawi who said that the 
government, through tbe Council 
of Higher Education, has 
embarked on a number of mea- 
sures to reassess the educational 
system in the country. 

The Prime Ministry set up a 
technical committee which drew 
up a report on education in the 
Kingdom, examining its existing 


strategies and outlining its objec- 
tives and aspirations. Mr. Hinda- 
wi noted. He said that the report 
was revised by the Council of 
Higher Education with the parti- 
cipation of Prince Hassan. 

But. be added. Prince Hassan 
suggested that more discussion of 
the educational system be con- 
ducted with the involvement of 
the education sector, before a 
general conference on education 
be held to submit recommenda- 
tions. For this reason, the minis- 
ter pointed out, this central com- 
mittee has been formed to super- 
vise this important task ana to 
help also in the process of intro- 
ducing new syllabuses and text- 
books. 

Ministry of Education's Secret- 
ary General Radi Al Waqfi 
addressed the meeting, reviewing 
the educational process in the 
Kingdom and also referring to the 
work and the responsibility of the 
working team. 

He said that the central work- 
ing committee groups eight senior 
officials from the Ministry of 
Education, and representatives 
from the ministries of health, 
agriculture, planning, higher 
education, youth, labour and so- 
cial development, information, 
and awqaf and Islamic affairs, 
together with tbe Armed Forces, 
the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) and 
the Vocational Training Corpora- 
tion (VTC). 

He said this central working 
committee will act to promote the 
elements and the objectives of 
the educational process in light of 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan attends tbe first meeting of 
the central education committee, set up to overhaul Jordan's 
education system. 


Prince Hassan's directives and 
within tbe framework of the 
Council of Higher Education’s 
policies. Their task will involve 
examining the following subjects: 
syllabuses, school textbooks, 
educational aids, laboratories, 
libraries, radio and television 
shows, educational supervision, 
supervising the work of school 
administration and teachers, 
general examinations, education- 
al activities, school buildings and 
vocational training. 

Tbe central working commit- 
tee, Dr. Waqfi said, will be en- 
trusted with preparing an organi- 
sational plan for its members and 
plans for the affiliated commit- 
tees working in the fields. This 
central working committee will 
prepare papers on the work of all 
teams in the field and will coor- 
dinate the work. 

Die outcome of the work of 
these teams and a report from the 
central working committee will 
all be submitted to tbe general 
national conference on education 
which will be organised by the 
Ministry of Education, Dr. Waqfi 


noted. He said that the confer- 
ence will be held before begin- 
ning of the 1987-1988 scholastic 
year. 

The central working commit- 
tee, Dr. Waqfi pointed out, will 
set up smaller working team to go 
out into the field. These teams, 
he said, will group representa- 
tives of the sectors of apiculture, 
industry, and the public sector in 
each area and will be in charge of 
discussing specialised commit- 
tees* recommendations and sub- 
mitting proposals. 

According to Dr. Waqfi, spe- 
cialised committees will also be 
formed grouping senior officials 
from the Ministry of Education, 
UNRWA and private schools, 
and groups of teachers and stu- 
dents in each governorate. The 
committee, which includes 
groups of supervisors, men and 
women teachers will study each 
subject matter at all the school 
levels. The central working com- 
mittee will shortly bold meetings 
to 'discuss the different subjects 
on its agenda. 


2nd bone marrow transplant patient ‘bom again’ 


By Raoa Sabbagh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — "I feel as if I am 
bom again,’ said Mohammad 
Abu El Heija describing tbe way 
he felt a day after he underwent 
the , second:. successful bone mar- 
row transplant -in -the Kingdom. 

“On Friday, -andJtours before I 
was operated on; I felt I was' 
among the dead. My body was 
void of any energy," said the 
29-year-old Jordanian in an inter- 
view with the Jordan Dmes on 
Saturday, 24-hours after the 
transplant. 

Sitting on a comfortable light- 
brown chair inside the University 
of Jordan Hospital room number 
506, Mohammad said, "I feel 
excellent. I just wish doctors here 
would allow me to drink more 
quantities of juice.” 

Mohammad is a teacher of 
mathematics in one of the Irbid 
Governorate schools. 

The patient's brother, Faisal 
32, who was tbe bone marrow 
donor to this transplant and was 
resting in room number 504. 
urged his doctor to discharge him 
from hospital on Saturday. 

Faisal donated to bis brother 
800 millimetres of bone marrow, 
which is expected to be repro- 
duced inside his body in a week’s 
time. 

“I don’t feel fatigue. In feet, I 
have to leave today as there are 
numerous duties awaiting me.” 
said Faisal, a father of two boys 
and a giri. 

Wearing a special disposable 
medical gown, gloves, mask, and 
special foot covers, this Jordan 
Dmes reporter also visited Ali 
Harb, whose name went down in 
Jordan’s medical records as the 
first patient to undergo a success- 
ful bone marrow transplant. But 
Ali's feeling was different than 
those shared by his neighbours 
who were resting in room num- 
bers 504 and 506. 

“Although I know that my 
health condition is improving day 
after day, I feel exhausted," said 
the 26-year-old patient who suf- 
fered from Hodgkin’s Disease, a 
disease characterised by progres- 
sive enlargement of the lymph 
□odes, liver and spleen and by 
progressive -anemia. 

Ali's mother, an elderly lady 
who was sitting on a chair outside 
her son's room, said be was re- 
cuperating. "God willing. Ah’ will 
regain his strength," said his 
mother. 

Hemotologist Dr. Abdullah 
Oweidi Al Abadi, who headed a 
team of eight surgeons during 
both transplants, maintained that 
it was still too early to predict the 
success of both operations. 

“By next Thursday, Ali should 
be showing early signs of im- 
provement,” said Dr. Abadi. He 
conceded that by then “we’ll 
know the success rates of the first 
operation," which took place on 
April 27. 

“In two weeks from today, we 
could also decade on the success 
of Mohammad's transplant,” ex- 
plained the doctor. Early signs of 
recovery include the appearance 


of some of tbe needed blood 
cells. 

The success rate for such op- 
erations world-wide is put be- 
tween 45 to 75 per cent. The 
bright side to this fype of trans- 
plant is that if it succeeds, it 
guarantees a life-time cure for the 
patient. 

If bone marrow transplant pa- 
tients are not covered by any 
medical insurance, such an opera- 
tion would cost them here around 
JD 3,000. According to reports 
on similar operations, the cost is 
between $60,000 to $100,000 in 
the U.S. and between $30,000 to 
$45,000 throughout Europe. 

In the meantime, both trans- 
plant patients are undergoing 
strict medical post-surgery care at 
tbe University Hospital. 

According to reports on similar 
operations performed throughout 
the world, post-operation care 
given to bone marrow transplant 
patients is the main and most 
decisive factor for the surgery's 
success. 

These reports have cited mouth 
infections, stomach and intestinal 
ulcers, external and internal 
bleeding and the body’s rejection 
of transplanted marrow as major 
problems which might follow 
such operations. 

Utmost medical care has to be 
given to these patients including 
medications, antibiotics and 
blood transfusions, and white 
blood cell platelets. These 
platelets are given to tbe patient 
on a daily basis. 

Isolated wards needed 

Some medical observers say 
that the University of Jordan 
Hospital has one of the best 
laboratory facilities and technical 
as well as medical support for 
such types of transplants. 

But some doctors there con- 
cede that the absence of a special 
isolated ward for the recovery of 
bone marrow transplants hinders 
their ability to undertake larger 
scale operations. 

Tbe international standards for 
these types of isolated wards are 
isolated walls, air filters and the 
other necessary sterile conditions 
suitable for the recovery of bone 
marrow transplant patients whose 
body immunity against infections 
and bacteria is usually very low 
during the post-surgery period. 

Tbe set-up of such a ward 
would cost up to JD 120,000. 
Sources at the hospital say that 
the institution's budget does not 
allow for such an expansion in the 
near future. 

Until such an isolated ward is 
set up, the two patients and any 
future bone marrow transplant 
patients will receive their follow- 
up care in ordinary rooms whose 
doors are kept dosed at all times. 
Anyone planning to enter these 
rooms has to wear disposable 
medical garments. 

Asked whether such rooms as 
the patients are staying in, would 
hinder their recovery. Dr. Abadi 
explained that in terms of the 
number of deaths from such op- 
eration* rhe availability of a spe- 


cial isolated wand and an ordinary 
one does not make a difference. 

But, the difference between 
these two types of wards on the 
bone marrow patients is in terms 
of the sev -ity of the infections 
they are _«y to catch. 

. “The conditions of our present 
recovery wards are acceptable 
but not ideal,” said Dr. Abadi. 
He said that one of the well- 
known hospitals for this kind of 
surgery in the U.S. has such 
specialised isolated wards, but 
only nine out of the 21 rooms in it 
had the proper international stan- 
dard of sterile conditions. “The 
jnditions of the other non-iso- 


lated rooms are very similar tc 
ours at this hospital," he added. 

The lack of such wards at the 
hospital will not bend the enthu 
si asm of Jordanian doctors foi 
performing such operations. “ 
will continue to do these trans 
plants whenever I feel they an 
needed.” said Dr. Abadi. 

With the given facilities. Dr 
Abadi is confident the hospitt 
can handle between 10 to 1 
bone marrow transplants a year 
But, if such a ward for bon 
marrow transplants is built. Di 
Abadi is confident the oniversit 
could handle 50 cases a year. 


shows of famous children's filn ; 
and cartoons, a demonstration c 


Friends of Children Club 
to hold book and craft fair 

AMMAN (J-T.) — The Friends 
of Children Club will organise a 
children's books and crafts fair at 
the club's centre in Jabal Luweib- 
deh park from May 13 to 18 
under tbe patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. 

The opening ceremony will be 
held on May 12, and the next day 
the fair will be open (o tbe public, 
according to a club's press release 
issued Saturday. 

It said that the fair will display 
a selection of English and Arabic 
language children’s books, mate- 
rials for arts, crafts and hobbies. 


techniques for making crafts, a: 
exhibition of hand-made crafl 
and two puppet plays presente 
by the Friends of Children Or 
puppet group. 

Die Friends of Children Ck 
was established in 1975 with tl 
purpose of developing children 
skills, capabilities, and physic 
and mental powers through tl 
holding of various cultural, arti 
tic, and recreational programm- 
which involve children, their p 
rents and educators. 


Murphy begins talks in Gulf 


(Continued from page 1) 

Sheikh Sabah told reporters 
the talks, involving members of 
tbe six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Counci (GCC), were held “in the 
light of recent developments 
affecting our countries.” 

Arab affairs in general were 
also discussed, he said. 

Diplomats said the talks were 
likely to have covered the Mur- 
phy visit. 

“I would imagine the attack 
figured highly in discussion. This 
must give concern," one diplomat 
said, referring to a seaborne rock- 
et and machine-gun assault on a 
Soviet ship m the middle of the 
Gulf last Wednesday. 

Two Iranian gunboats attacked 
the Soviet freighter, the Ivan 
Koroteyev, in an apparent warn- 
ing to Kuwait that Tehran will not 
bait attacks on neutral shipping 
whatever flag they fly. 

The freighter was the first 
Soviet vessel attacked in the Gulf 
since the war broke out. 

The official Soviet TASS news 
agency condemned the attack as 
an “act of piracy." 

Mr. Murphy said Saturday that 
Washington does not seek to pro- 
voke Iran by helping Kuwait pro- 
tect its ships from Iranian attack. 

He said Washington seeks to 
end the Iran-Iraq war, but is also 
discussing with the Kuwaitis 
moves to register their tankers in 
the United States. 

Mr. Murphy was speaking to 
reporters at Seib airport before 
flying to the United Arab Emi- 
rates os the second leg of his Golf 


tour that will include Iraq. 

“With the flag comes prote 
tions," he said, referring to U. 
warships that now patrol the Gi 
and escort American ships. 

But he stressed that the U. 
move to aid Kuwait “is not an a 
of belligerency or provocation 
the part of the United States 

Mr. Murphy declined to s 
what action would be taken ii 
U.S.-flag vessel or one escort 
by U.S. warships was attacked 
the Iranians. 

“There's no way that the L 
ited States could refuse to regisi 
ships under the American fls 
provided certain conditions < 
met in terms of ownership a 
safety standards," Mr. Murp 
said. 

“We’re not interested in set 
ing to escalate tension in t 
Gulf." 

Mr. Murphy deplored the Ir; 
Iraq war and said the conf 
“has gone on far too long.” 

He pledged: “We’ll do what 
can to bring an end to the v 
quickly, with no victor or v. 
quisbed.” 

But he conceded there is " 
easy way” to end the figbtin 

Referring to secret U.S. at 
shipments to Iran, Mr. Murp 
said: “We’ve done what we co - 
over the last several years 
affect the supply of arms to Ir 

“Actually, we supply arms 
neither side ... the United Sta 
would also try to limit suppUe* 
arms to Iran because we consi 
Iran the one party reluctant 
enter into a cepsefire.” 



Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 
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Election fever gripping town 


THERE has not been a Ramadan as lively as this in years. 
Election fever is gripping town. And everybody seems to be 
happy either talking or actually doing something about his or 
his cousin’s or his dose friend's candidacy for the impending 
■ parliamentary elections. 

Not everybody is of course interested. But, it is safe to 
assume that the vast majority of the population is gearing op 
for a special occasion. Take, for instance, those dignitaries and 
political activists and others whom we normally see in all kinds 
of places; they are not to be spotted so easily any more. They 
are all busy collecting Daftar Al “Aaleh (civil registration cards, 
without which no citizen can register for voting) or meeting 
with their fellow candidates — and their dose associates — to 
map out their election strategy. 

We are not talking about any individual or group in 
particular. We mean the lot. By election time, which inciden- 
tally nobody knows except perhaps His Majesty the King, there 
will probably be more candidates for the poorly-paid meraber- 
of-parliament job than there are voters. But that is just another 
interesting sodal phenomenon that has to be studied and 
analysed. 

The important thing in all of this is that election fever is 
gripping town, and that this is a very healthy sign. It is a sign 
that our people want to be involved and that we are ready to 
exercise our legal and political rights in choosing our repre- 
sentatives to parliament. 

Jordanians might be thought of or understood to be novices 
in electioneering and in practising their democratic rights, but 
they are not. The Kingdom boasts of experiencing one of the 
earliest democracies in the region; furthermore, Jordan does 
not lack the right conditions to resume a democratic rule that is 
best suited to its political and socio-economic development and 
national interest. 

So, it is true that the dignitaries, political activists and 
others, who are today lobbying for their candidacy or that of 
their relatives and friends, are not all political leaders mid the 
right stuff for members of parliament. But, those people have 
every right to enthuse, lobby and fight for candidacy and 
election in the impending parliamentary pods. Their cause, 
regardless of whether It is personal, tribal or political, should 
deserve from us every backing and escoaragesnent 

Electioneering is bound to cmairibete to democracy and 
further stability in our country. And there is no question that it 
also will be an unforgettable lesson for o*r true and genuine 
nationhood. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra 7: Israeli aggression mounts 


ISRAEL yesterday launched yer another aggression on the Palesti- 
nian refugee camps in southern Lebanon. The raids and the shellings 
caused the death of a fresh number of dead and injured. The raids 
indicate that Israel aims at pursuing its goal in South Lebanon, killing 
Palestinians and other innocent civilians while the world community 
continues to keep a blind eye to such atrocities. This Israeli criminal 
act is being practised on the Arabs in a bid to impose Israel's 
hegemony on South Lebanon and to force the Arab population to 
succumb to force and capitulate. The crime commited by Israel 
against the Arab population in the South would not be the last, but it 
will definitely fail to stifle the spirit of resistance or weaken the 
steadfastness of the Arab people. Such criminal actions can not and 
will not enable Israel to impose its domination on the Arab territory. 
The international community is called on to take a firm stand and 
action to Israel’s acts of aggression . The Lebanese government is now 
aiming to achieve that end through the help of the Security Council. 
Therefore, any obstruction of the Security Council's decisions would 
be considered as a cowardly act directed against all values and 
principles in which the international community believes. 


Al Dustour: Calling for Arab action 


ISRAEL’S barbaric acts of aggression on South Lebanon's Palesti- 
nian refugee camps reflect to the world the true image of the Jewish 
state which has become blinded by arrogance and military superiority 
feeling. By force the Israeli leaders are bent to achieve the dreams 
and the objectives of the Zionist movement, namely subduing the 
Arabs by force of arms. This is the dear message of the genocide war 
Israel is now leashing on South Lebanon and the Palestinian refugees 
living there. The repeated raids on South Lebanon totally blow up all 
false pretences by Israel and all claims about its desire to live’in peace 
with its .Arab neighbours. The Israelis are escalating their repressive 
measures against the Arab population in South Lebanon and people 
under their rele at a lime when talk about peace and holding an 
international conference goes on bv the world community which is 
keen on re-establishing security in the Middle East region." It is clear 
that the Israeli leaden; are bent on implementing a strategy of 
intimidating the Arab population and forcing them to succumb to 
force and terrorism, and accept Israel’s terms. This situation calls for 
a concerted .Arab move to thwart Israel's objectives and plans. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Iran escalates war 


IRAN is nowadays busily launching propaganda campaigns against 
the Soviet Union and statements coming out from Tehran describe 
Moscow as being in a stale of war with Iran. To back their words with 
deeds the Iranians have lately attacked a Soviet merchant vessal 
bound for Saudi Arabia. It seems that Tehran is not satisfied with the 
prolonged war wish Iraq, its neighbour to the west, but would be 


in area? other than the Iraqi-Iranian front where the Iranian forces 
l»rt been suffering cne defeat after another. Ever since the new 
regime car.ie to power in Tehran, programmes have been laid for 
sabotage MSliiity acalnst the neighbours of the country. The war 
vr v.if 'gc. o.3i Iraq is being intensified and worid peace is 
bting endangered. 


How to face the coming inflation 


THERE is no doubt that inflation is bad. It is a curse that plagues 
the inflicted economy of any country, eats up the fruits of its growth 
and development, and shakes its economic stability. We in Jordan 
suffered bitterly from inflation for at least eight years as of mid 
seventies. . 

However disinflation, or the absolute absence of inflation, brings 
its own problems, which are as bad as those of inflation itself. 
Prominent among those problems are stagnation, retreat of the 
business activity — especially in companies of high fixed costs — 
the difficulties faced by debtors, and consequently by banks who 
become unable to recover their loans. 

A 10 per cent inflation rate became a fact of life forsome time. 
Architects of monetary and financial policies at that time used to 
blame imported inflation, despite the fact that local goods and 
services were ahead of imports on the curve of price rises. 

Disinflation is quite a new phenomenon that we experienced in 
1986. We noticed its negative impact on banks, corporations, 
liquidity, and public finance. We should not of course go to the 
extreme of cherishing the inflation of the seventies as a lesser level. 


We need only to assert that contraction and disinflation could be as- 
harmful as inflation. A healthy state of affairs would be a 
moderate inflation of say three per cent, and an annual increase in 
money supply of six to nine per cent. 

Inflation or the expectation of higher inflation leads to special 
types of economic and investment behaviour in order to protect 
wealth from depreciation. Under these drcnmstances, people 
naturally prefer fixed productive assets. 

By contrast, disinflation or the expectation of lower inflation rate 
leads to a different type of economic and investment behaviour in 
order to secure income. Under these circumstances people prefer 
liquidity and financial assets. 

A moderate rate of inflation is expected in the near future. 
International and domestic indicators point towards this. We 
therefore expea change in the people's expectations and percep- 
tions: less preference for liquidity, and greater incentives to invest 
in real estate, industry ana agriculture, as long as time permits. 

On the international scene we find that long term interest rate on 
the dollar has started to climb for two months now. Money supply 


in all industrialised countries is rising at very high rates, es^ectaUy 
in the United States. The price of gold us soarmg_s5arply and 
persistently. All these indicators point to a global inflation on the 

' At the domestic scene we notice that the Central Bask is 
following a policy of expansion, the compulsory casfr reserves 
required from commercial banks are close to them mminnuti point. 
The Bank is offering loans and refinancing fimds at ^p pnow 
and easy terms. - • i- ' -. . 


On the other hand the Ministry of Finance is also riding bn an 
expansionary path, especially when it comes to higher 1 -public 
expenditure without a correspond ig increase in revenue collection, 
which has to be accommodated by an increase in the issuance: of 
more money. 

Since inflation is creeping slowly and gradually, we have enough 
time to adjust our positions and take the necessary raeasureS Which 
would enable us to benefit from the coming inflation.' Opportunities, 
don’t wait long. . . ^ 


Israel gains from, and sows, U.S.-Soviet disputes 


By Claudia Wright 


WASHINGTON — The move- 
ment of the two superpowers 
coward a deal to eliminate in- 
termediate-range and short-range 
nuclear missiles will soon produce 
the moment of truth for Reagan 
ad mini stration in the Middle 
East, as well as in Europe. 

The negotiations have become 
a test of whether the U.S. govern- 
ment really wants to strike an 
agreement with the Soviets to 
control nuclear arms on any 
terms at all. And because an 
agreement to reduce these 
weapons directly affects the milit- 
ary balance in the Middle East, 
what happens next will be a test 
of whether there is hope for a 
Middle East peace settlement on 
any other terms than those dic- 
tated by Israel. 

Israel's privileged place in U.S. 
strategy has always depended on 
maximum confrontation and 
antagonism between Moscow and 
Washington. But Soviet conces- 
sions and American flexibility 
can eliminate that advantage, 
and make the strategic tie be- 
tween U.S. and Israel obsolete — 
an obstacle to further superpower 
agreements on regional issues 
and non-nuclear military forces. 
The Arabs should be watching 
closely to see bow far the Israelis 
and their American allies go in 
trying to frustrate a superpower 
agreement in the days abead_~ 

There is considerable irony 'in 
the present situation. After the 
Reykjavik siimmit between Presi- 


dent Reagan and General Secret- 
ary Gorbachev, the Soviets 
appeared to have concluded there 
was no prospect of an agreement 
with the Americans, until the 
Reagan administration is re- 
placed io 1989. 

In November, however, the 
Irangate scandal became known. 
In six months this has precipi- 
tated the political collapse of the 
Reagan administration, and the 
deep alienation of public support 
for the president himself. 

To relieve domestic pressure 
and to give the Republican Party 
a chance of holding on to the 
presidency, U.S. officials have 
revived the prospect of reaching 
an arms agreement. These cir- 
cumstances have encouraged the 
Soviets to make fresh conces- 


sions. 

But what has transformed the 
American negotiating position is 
the Irangate scandal. And that 
disaster is a direa result of 
Israel's success in penetrating die 
highest levels of the administr- 
tion, to engage U.S. officials in a 
billion-dollar conspiracy to smug- 
gle arms to Iran. It is that Israeli 
conspiracy which has reduced the 
U.S. government to the low point 
where it is now prepared to bar- 
gain away the strategic position 
Israel and the Israeli defence 
industry count on. - 

The American consensus now 
dearly -favours a deal with Mos? 
cow. Experienced American con- 
servatives like former Secretary 


of Defence James Schlesinger, 
agree that the current Soviet 
proposals represent the terms 
which the U.S. and its NATO 
allies have been demanding Mos- 
cow agree to since 1977. Accord- 
ing to Schlesinger, it is now-time 
“we learn to say yes." 

In the past, at decisive mo- 
ments in superpower negotia- 
tions, the Israelis have acted to 
create new tensions and forestall 
agreement. 

The launching of Israel's war in 
June of 1967 immediately pre- 
ceded the meeting known as the 
Glassboro summit between Presi- 
dent Johnson and Soviet Premier 
Kosygin. The Israeli attack on 
Tunis in October 1985 came just 
before the first Reagan-Gor- 
bachev summit in Geneva. But if 
the timing of incidents like these 
can be thought coincidental, the 
pattern of opposition to U.S.- 
Soviet agreements by Israel’s 
allies in Washington cannot be 
doubted. These allies have in- 
cluded Richard Perle and Fred 
ikle (pronounce ee-klay) at the 
Defence Department, Lawrence 
Eagle burger at State, and Wil- 
liam Casey at the CIA. 

It is now all but forgotten in 
Washington that at the start of its 
existence, Israel enjoyed greater 
Soviet than American support at 
the United Nations, and that 
U.S. officials believed -the israelii 
government to be pro-Commun- " 
ist in sympathy, and riddled with 
KGB spies. Israeli policymakers 


s till have divisions over the Soviet 
Union, primarily over terms for 
increasing the emigration of 
Soviet Jews. 

But Israel has evolved into a 
position today where its strategic 
interest depend on preventing su- 
perpower agreement on any ma- 
jor issue of substance. Israel’s 
defence and arms industries supp- 
ly the clandestine insurgencies 
which the U.S_._ supports 
against pro-Soviet governments 
— in Angola, for example, and 
Nicaragua. Israel is one of the 
co-signatories of the Strategic 
Defence Initiative, with the ex- 
pectation that the contracts 
already awarded by the Pentagon 
will eventually turn into lucrative 
exports for Israel. Israel's lob- 
byists in the U.S. Congress now 
emphasise Israel’s need to estab- 
lish its eligibility for funds, tech- 
nology and weapons systems that 
until now have been reserved for 
the NATO allies. The Israelis 
claim they should be supplied by 
the U.S. with new air and anti- 
submarine weapons in order to 
operate against the Soviet navy in 
the Eastern Mediterranean. 
Without the growth in U.S. milit- 
ary spending, there would not be 
the money to support the invest- 
ment that is keeping Israel’s arms 
industry from dosing down. And 
without unmitigated hostility be- 
tween Washington, and Moscow, - 
the U.S. defence budget would 
be cut, just as the foreign aid 
budget has already been reduced. 


and Israel would face insuperable 
economic difficulties. 

Article 1 of the 1981 U.S.-’ 
Israel memorandum on strategic 
cooperation describes how this, 
elaborate framework of U.S. 
assistance to Israel “is designed 
against the threat to peace and 
security of the region caused by 
the Soviet Union or Soviet con- 
trolled forces ... introduced into 
the region." 

One of the traditional justifica- 
tions in U.S. plans to provide 
Israel enough arms to match all 
the Arab armed forces combined 
is this presumption that the 
alleged Arab threat to Israel is 
either caused by the Soviet Un- 
ion. or inspired and controlled 
from Mioscow. 


the 1973 Ramadan War or die 
1982 invasion of Lebanon • M tqj 
Soviet n egoti ating offefi Online- - 
lear arms and pofitiafr^ detente^-' 
Anns control and regkmL*de-v 
tente are finked because radical^ 
reductions of ancle&r mK^s in 7 
the Central-European theatreeo- 
courage competition. 
lear military advantages cm/tSe 


periphery of the SovSeTUmbn. 
The oilfields and sea ianc&of the 
Arabian Peninsula are important 
in the war plans bf both super- 
powers — they become move so - 
when U.S. and. Soviet officials 
must calculate how to defend or 
prevail in a gl obal war .waged with, 
non-nuclear weapons. . 


This is also the current justi- 
fication for the U.S. refusal to 
countenance a role for the Soviet 
Union in an international confer- 
ence for Arab-Israeli negotia- 
tions. It is in Israel’s interest to 
depict the Soviet threat as the 
principal problem in the Middle 
East, and to cast Israel as the only 
reliable U.S. ally in case of world 
war between the two superpow- 
ers, or of Soviet-inspired Middle 
Eastern war. 


Nothing the Arabs themselves 
have been able to say or do in 
forty years has overturned - thiS c 
argument hr Washington. ..But 
U.S. government views have 
changed in response to direct 
Soviet threats, as at the time of 


When the two superpowers 
draw closer to ead t other ; to 
reduce conflict 1 and c o mpeti t i o n - 
in the Middle East* Is^terriiJit*- ■. 
ary establishment and its ihdust- , 
rial base face dire peril- To 
preempt such a threat, they have, 
prevailed on theic U.’S. allies to 
sustain superpower conflict at the 
strategic and at this regional level. 
But the cost ha^ been economic 
exhaustion for both Washington 
and Moscow. It tannins to be 
seen whether the Reagan admi- 
nistration, undermined by apofF’' 
deal scandal of Israel’s making, 
will continue, to . do Israel's bid- - 
ding when confronted ah.rheV 
negotiating table by. ’an offer 
U.S. had tabled itself onlya fety 
months ago — Arab- News, 
Jeddah; 


Oi t; 
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Aquino popularity is key factor in congressional elections 


By Miguel C. Suarez 

The Associated Press 


M .ANIL A. Philippines — Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino's popular- 
ity is emerging as a decisive factor 
in Monday's congressional elec- 
tions, despite the distractions of 
coup attempts, insurgencies and a 
restive labour movement. 

Voters will elect 24 senators 
and 200 members of the house 
representatives, restoring a 
bicameral system the deposed 
President Ferdinand E. Marcos 
abolished in 1972. 

As election day approaches, 
Mrs. Aquino herself dominates 
candidates’ strategies. Adminis- 
tration candidates call themselves 
“Cory's choice." Others compete 
for her endorsement. 

Opposition hopefuls, many of 
them encumbered by their asso- 
ciation with Marcos, avoid direa 
attacks on Mrs. Aquino. Even 
those who were among her most 
strident critics speak primarily of 
the need for a strong but loyal 
opposition. 

Officials anticipate a rise in 
violence as the election 
approaches. But they all agree 
that despite nearly 40 killings so 
far, the balloting' could be the 
least bloody in a country noted 
for the violence of its eleaions 
since it became independent from 
the United States in 1946. 

“The level of violence will 
probably be lower than in 1984 or 
1986," Christian Monsod, head 
of the private election watchdog 
body NAMFREL, said in a tele- 
vision interview. 

"There is a lot more maturity. 
The campaigning is generally 
issue-oriented," he said. He 
added that in most regions, politi- 
cians with decades-old rivalries 
have pledged not to resort to 
violence. 

More than 80 candidates are 
vying for the 24 senate seats, to 
be elected by voters nationwide. 
Nearly 2,000" more are competing 
for the lower house, whose mem- 
bers will be eleaed by distria. 

The field includes leftist candi- 
dates led by Bemabe Buscayuo. a 
former top Communist guerrilla 
leader who is running for the 
senate under the Partido Ng 
Bay an. or People's Party. At 
least three other former Com- 
munist rebels and three former 
Muslim rebels are among candi- 
dates for the senate and lower 
house. 

•Die outlawed Communist Par- 
ty cannot run its own candidates 
and Muslim rebels are refusing to 
partiei^af" *h-' emotions. *~«t 


both rebel groups are likely to 
campaign for individual candi- 
dates in some areas. 

The eleaions are the last step 
in the restoration of democracy 
here following the February 1986 
"people power revolution" that 
swept Mrs. Aquino to office and 
forced Marcos into U.S. exile 
after 20 years in power. 

Filipinos overwhelmingly rati- 
fied a new constitution in a ple- 
biscite last February. That vote 
was widely considered a referen- 
dum on the popularity of the 
54-year-old Mrs. Aquino. 

With election day less than a 
week away. Mrs. Aquino has 
stepped up out-of-town cam- 
paigning. Voters in Manila have 
been subjected to media blitzes 
by both her “Laban" coalition 
candidates and those of the 
opposition Grand Alliance for 
Democracy. Laban means 
“fight" or “struggle" in the Tag- 
log language, and is also an 
acronym for Lakas Ng Bay an, 
roughly translatable as people 
power. 

Spending is heavy on both sides 
— radio and television ads have 
barraged the airwaves and post- 
ers appear on virtually every wall 
m rhe capital. 

Cardinal James L. Sin. Man- ! 
/la’s Roman Catholic 
Archbishop, is a staunch suppor- 
ter of Mrs. Aquino. The opposi- 
tion has accused him of using his 
influence to help Mrs. Aquino's 
candidates. 

After repeated denials he was 
campaigning for any candidate. 
Sin has been appearing in recent 
paid television advertisements 
supporting 10 candidates on Mrs. 
Aquino’s ticket. 

Most observers, and even 
opposition candidates, agree 
Mrs. Aquino continues to enjoy 
widespread popularity and that 
some of it is bound to rub off on 
her candidates. 

Even former Defence Minister 
Juan Ponce Emile, a senate 
candidate and a harsh critic of the 
president, has toned down his 
attacks. Emile, who heads the 
Grand Alliance for Democracy 
slate, was fired by Mrs. Aquino 
from the cabinet last November 
amid rumours of a coup. 

Enrile has been saying Mrs. 
Aquino has “done rather well" 
despite the serious problems she 
inherited from Marcos *— an eco- 
nomy in shambles, a poorly disci- 
plined military and Communist 
and Muslim insurgencies. 

Surveys show Laban winning 
up to IS senate seats, with six 
going to the alliance, including 


Enrile. Mis. Aquino is urging 
Filipinos to vote a straight Laban 
ticket. She tells rally audiences 
that the ticket includes a broad 
range of opinions, so there is no 
need to support opposition candi- 
dates. 

The race for the lower house is 
different. Even Aquino suppor- 
ters acknowledge the "Cory 
magic" may not be able to over- 
shadow local issues and power 


bosses. 

Candidates for the house rep- 


resent various pro-Aquino par- 
ties. the alliance, the Partido Ng 


ties, the alliance, the Paitido Ng 
Bayao (People’s Party) and Mar- 
cos’ old party, the New Society 
Movement or KBL. 

Local government secretary 
Jaime Ferrer believes up to 70 
opposition candidates may win 
seats in the lower house. They 
include some Marcos loyalists in 


the northern Uocos region, where 
supporters of the deposed presi- 
dent stHl wield considerable influ- 
ence. 

Despite rumours of Marcos' 
money being used to finance the 
KBL. there is no sign that the 
party has received such funds 
from the desposed president. 
Only one KBL senatorial candi- 
date, Vic MiUora, is campaigning 
on television. 


Army Chief of Staff Gen. Fidel 
V. Ramos has identified -more 
than 600 towns .throughout the. 
country’s 7,-100 islands as poten- 
tial spots for election - violence . 
because of intense, riy allies' iffld 
the presence of rebels and private. 

armi es. . 

He said the militaxy was keep- 
ing a dose watch on at least.lo? 
towns, where he said the threats 
were most serious. - 


Nur Misuari, the professor who leads Muslim rebels 


By Greg Hutchinson 
Reuter 


JOLO, Philippines — Nur Mis- 
uari often looks more like the 
university professor he used to be 
than the warlord he is now. 

Slightly built and standing five 
feet three inches (1.57 metres) 
tall in his often bare feet, he has a 
slight stoop that makes him 
appear smaller and adds to the 
academic image. 

But these days Misuari has a 
dagger and pistol on his belt and 
with an array of 30,000 Muslim 
rebels at his command few doubt 
his ability to plunge the southern 
Philippines back into a bitter and 
bloody religious war. 

His followers call him "the 


professor" but his opponents 
seem him as a "potential dic- 


tator.” 

Whatever the tag, Misuari is 


where the power sits in the 
long-running battle with Manila 
over Muslim demands for auton- 
omy over the southern third of 
the country. 

When talks in Manila reached 
an impasse the negotiators from 
both sides flew to Misuari's re- 
mote headquarters here in the far 
south Sutu islands. 

The outcome of the talks could 
decide whether the 47-year-old 
one-time political science teacher 
turns out to be Manila's powerful 
friend or pubb'c enemy number 
one. 

Analysts say failure to strike a 
deal would almost certainly 
plunge the two sides back into a 
separatist war as happened in the 
1970s. when 50,000 people, most- 
ly civilians lost their lives. 

Misuari says he is no warmon- 
ger, but neither is he a soft touch. 

He turned down a government 
offer to head an autonomous 
administration covering a fraction 
of the 23 southern provinces the 
rebels claim as ancestral land, 
accusing Manila of trying to buy 
him oft. 

A passionate and articulate 



Nur Misuari, leader of the Mono National Liberation Front, warns of the possibffity of renewed 
with government of President Corazon Aquino. • v . 

speaker, Misuari had led the now at school in Libya, whose , -"Tens, of thousands * 
Moro National Liberation Front “pet" was an M-I6 automatic were slaitrin tbetr house 
(MNLF), the main Muslim rebel rifle. mosquest' in thextreOS- 

movement. since its founding 15 Children armed with guns are a ket places.” Misoari-sa 
years ago, exchanging classroom common sight on Jolo and Mis- “Srawt-of thenw^qfl 
power for the rule of the gun. uari said if he called for war he thepedpte were raasgOr 


years ago, exchanging classroom 
power for the rule of the gun. 


power for the rule of the gun. 

In an interview last week in a 
rebel camp outside this southern 
town, he told Reuters his days as 
political science student and pro- 
fessor at the University of the 
Philippines prepared him well for 
his role as guerrilla leader. 

“I’m able to understand better 
Manila’s colonialism," he said, 
hastening to add: “I might not be 
cut out for a top political job." 

Born near here, south of the 
main southern island of Minda- 
nao, Misuari said he was canying 
on a genera tio ns -oki family tradi- 
tion of handing on his guerrilla 
skills to his six children. 

He spoke with pride of his 
12-year-old sou, Abdul Karim, 


„. .“Tens, of thousands 
were slahrin their hobses.fn then" 
mosquesi in the; ■ 

ket places.” JvlisaarLsaii. 

“Some: of 
the pedpfe 

turned 'into eravevardsiccort . 


could count on at least 70,000, .- mmd mio graveyards 
including children, to respond. > to Islamic tradition'^-] 
His sum, he insists, is to mam-' Misuari icBrect^'nis 


tain the peace struck last Septemi . blocxty. 19705 ; -Ui 

ber when President Corazon in Libya, a w . i 

Aquino, broke protocol and flew and Boards as- • 

to Jolo to meet him. v — -He slBL Visits 


. adding:. ‘.‘Unless. . we’je. .pro-. gander 
voked."’ ‘ ... “ 

Jolo, a town of 30,000 sharing - ing, boasted ofrlnsT SjS 
the name of the, island it admins- :* Jjis f frm thfo u 
ters, became a Woody batik- : tidns 
ground between soldiers- and wanting 
Muslim rebels in the 1970s. Large’ 
parts of it were bombed, shelled.' 
and gutted by fire.- he 


ns or u were oomwa, sneueo WC vp 5 1 

d gutted by -fire.' • j - 
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offers new vaccines 


' By faul Treuthaitft 

'pHi.^Ki.-ilcti Press ‘ 

GENEVA'. Switzerland — ■_ Dis- 
■ wises from iiiails*ria anil leprosy to 
- tooth decay are sjowly yielding to 
. genetic engineering' as scientists 
-ifcvelop.new vaccines by cutting 
and splicing the microscopic basic 
elements, of life. 

: But even existing vaccines 
con Id produce health miracles if 
they w.ere„use$j more widely in 
the Third World, according to 
scientists. ' Researchers told a 
seminar here on vaccine technol- 
ogy that 60, (MX) children still die 
. every two days in the developing 
world from diseases already pre- 
ventable - by . simple immunisa- 
tions- The figure is more than the 
total known world death toll from 
AIDS to date. 

As for the more advanced, 
genetically engineered vaccines, 
the development of such a pro- 
duct against a form of hepatitis 
has created, in effect, the first 
vaccine against cancer, scientists 


say. Liver cancer develops from 
hepatitis and is a major killer. 

. Work is also advancing on a 
vaccine against leprosy. And 
genetic engineering offers a fu- 
ture possibility of “piggybacking” 
vaccines against as manay as 20 
diseases in a single inoculation. 

Even AIDS may be conquered, 
although it presents particular 
difficulties. Genetic engineering 
work on AIDS is in progress in 
many laboratories, but the dis- 
ease is caused by a virus of a 
group against which no vaccine 
has ever been developed. 

Together,, new vaccines and 
' wider use of existing vaccines 
could have dramatic effects on 
the world. 

“Universal immunisation with 
the vaccines which already exist 
would prevent 5 million deaths 
per year, and at a cost which a 
determined world could easily 
afford,” Sir Gustav Nossal of 
Australia told the recent press* 
seminar on vaccine technology at 
World Health Organisation 


(WHO) headquarters. 

"Addition of vaccines which 
can be reasonably envisaged ... 
within the next decade would 
double this figure,” said Nossal, 
of Australia's Walter and Eliza 
Hall Medical Research Institute. 

Scientists at the seminar discus- 
sed a wide range of recent de- 
velopments in -vaccine tech- 
nology. 

Leprosy has produced some 5.3 
million cases worldwide, accord- 
ing to World Health Organisation 
statistics. A vaccine known as 
BCG has been found to have an 
effect against the disease, but the 
effect is limited. Large-scale trials 
are under way of a direct anti- 
leprosy vaccine derived from in- 
fected armadillos. 

Because the armadillo is the 
only known animal host of the 
disease, a research drive has also 
begun on a genetically en- 
gineered vaccine- One project is 
to hook a synthetic vaccine to 
BCG. 

“The prospects for having an 


effective vaccine against leprosy 
in the not-too-distam future are 
extremely good, and so are the 
prospects for elimination of lep- 
rosy as a public health problem,” 
said S.K. Nordeen, chief medical 
officer of WHO’s leprosy unit. 

As for malaria, the disease is 
present now in 102 countries. 
Trials of vaccines to block the 
malaria parasite m the first stage 
of its life cycle began last year in 
the United States. More work is 
needed on two other stages, 
which actually produce and then 
transmit the disease. 

Various forms of diarrhoea and 
typhoid fever kill 5 million chil- 
dren each year, most of them 
younger than three. There is no 
available commercial vaccine for 
diarrhoea! illness yet. said Dr. 
N.F. Pierce, WHO research coor- 
dinator for those diseases. He 
added, however, that prospects 
are heartening. 

Genetically engineered vac- 
cines against some forms of di- 


arrhoea will undergo field trials 
shortly, and if effective, could be 
combined into a single vaccine, 
possibly given with standard polio 
vaccine. 

One strain of the bacillus 
shigella causes epidemics of a 
form of dysentery in Central Afri- 
ca and the Indian subcontinent of 
“unusual severity with substantial 
mortality,” said Pierce. Genetic 
engineers have developed a trial 
vaccine against this strain by 
attacking key genes to carriers 
such as the typhoid vaccine. 

Other researchers are tiying to 
snip the virulent genes out of 
shigella, to produce a live, but 
Don-infective vaccine. 

As for typhoid itself, current 
vaccines can have unpleasant side 
effects. Now being tested are new 
“packaging” methods for to help 
absorption of the vaccine, and a 
gene-engineered version. 

An experimental oral cholera 
vaccine — not genetically en- 
gineered — has given 65 per cent 


protection for one year in field 
trials involving some 60,000 peo- 
ple in Bangladesh. Gene-transfer 
processes have also been carried 
out to develop another form of 
vaccine, which is to have its first 
trials soon. 

When vaccines in this broad 
area are ready, he added, they 
are likely to be included in 
WHO’s basic worldwide child im- 
munisation programme. It now 
covers polio, diphtheria, measles, 
whooping cough or pertussis, 
tetanus and tuberculosis. 

Prof. Arie Zuckerman of the 
University of London told the 
seminar that at least 200 million 
people carry hepatitis-B, and 40 
million will die from chronic liver 
diseases, including liver cancer, 
that can spring for it. 

He noted the creation of gene- 
tically engineered hepatitis-B 
vaccine, but said was concerned 
at the lack of development of a 
treatment for the 200 million peo- 
ple already carrying the disease. 


* 


Health gap 
between 
Britain’s rich and 
poor has widened 


By Alan Eisner 

Reuter 

LONDON — As British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher pre- 
pares to bid for five more years of 
power, the health of the nation 
has emerged as a hot political 
issue with figures suggesting the 
gap between rich and poor is 
widening. 

A number of recent studies 
have indicated that health ine- 
qualities have worsened since 
Thatcher won power in 1979 with 
the rich improving their life ex- 
pectancy rates substantially faster 
than the poor. 

One recent study, carried out 
by an independent group of stat- 
isticians far Sheffield’s Labour 
Council, showed an eight year 
difference in average life expec- 
tancy for two neighbourhoods 
less than a mile apart . 

One was a prosperous middle 
class district, the other a working 
class area with a high unemploy- 
ment rate. 

“Increasingly, research points 
the finger at differences in the 
standard of living as the major 
source of health inequalities,” 
said Richard Wilkinson, research 
fellow of the Sussex University 
Centre for Medical Research. 

“The poor rather than the rich 
are now more likely to suffer 
from heart disease, strokes, 
appendicitis, duedenat ulcers and 
hypertension. At every stage of 
their lives, their death rates axe 
higher — often twice as high,” he 
wrote in a recent article in the 
Tunes newspaper. 

Studies also indicate that un- 
employment, which has more 
than trebled to 3.1 million since 
Thatcher took office, has become 
a key cause of premature death 
among men. 

A recent report for the state- 
funded Health Education Council 
i (HEC), which sought to compile 
| all the local and regional health 
j studies of the past seven years, 
i found “convincing evidence of a 
'widening of health inequalities 
between social groups. 

“In general, death rates have 
declined more rapidly in the high- 
er than in the lower occupational 
classes ... Indeed, in some re- 
spects the health of the lower 
occupational classes has actually 
deteriorated against a back- 
ground of general improvement 
in the population,” the report 
said. 

The report sparked a political 


controversy when it became 
known that HEC Chairman Sir 
Brian Bailey, a government 
appointee., had tried to delay its 
publication. 

“It was likely to be a controver- 
sial and a sensitive business, par- 
ticularly in an election year,” 
Bailey said. 

The report was the last to be 
issued by the HEC before it was 
abolished by the government on 
April 1, to be replaced by a new 
body under direct ministerial con- 
trol. 

The HECs medical officers 
had never hidden their scepticism 
about Thatcher’s commitment to 
preventive health policies. Out- 
going director-general Dr. David 
Player accused the government of 
failing to reduce health inequali- 
ties in the country. 

“Health inequality is inexcus- 
able in a democratic society that 
prides itself on being humane,” 
Playersaid. 

Questioned ur parliament -ab-- 
out the report, Thatcher said she 
had not read it but argued that 
class differences in life expectan- 
cy and mortality rates were com- 
mon to all industrial societies. 

Her government, she said, had 
spent more than any of its prede- 
cessors on the national health 
service. 

The HEC report acknowledged 
Britain was not alone in ex- 
periencing health inequalities. 
But it said evidence from other 
countries, including Sweden and 
The Netherlands, suggested the 
health gulfs between classes could 
be narrowed by achieving a more 
even distribution of income with- 
in the population. 

Junior Health Minister Edwina 
Currie was pictured on television 
vigorously pedalling an exercise 
bicycle while preaching the vir- 
tues of fitness to the nation. 

Stephen Lock, editor of the 
British Medical Journal, said it 
was dear poorer people died ear- 
lier partly because they smoked 
and drank more, bad a poorer 
diet and exercised less than those 
in higher income groups. But 
these factors were not in them- 
selves sufficient to explain the 
gap. 

"Poorer people have higher 
death and sickness rates just be- 
cause they are poor and because 
they are less likely to have a job 
and more likely to live in poor 
housing and to have had a poorer 
education,” Lock wrote in a re- 
cent editorial. 


Reeds produce 
clean water 


From German Research Service 

THEY have been modeled after 
nature and they fit harmonically 
into the landscape; they are three 
biological purification plants 
which began operating recently. 
Thus, the root zone procedure 
developed by Kassel University 
has now entered the stage of 
practical application in the puri- 
fication of sewage. 

The main component of the 
plants is a 60-centimetre-deep 
basin which is water-tight at the 
bottom where the groundwater 
would be affected It is filled with 
natural soil and cultivated with 
reeds. The sewage flows through 
the root zone vertically so that 
the bacteria there can absorb and 
biologically transform the con- 
taminants. The bacteria are pro- 
vided with oxygen by the reeds, 
the strong roots of which have the 
additional advantage of loosening 
die sofi. It is thus possible to 
annel large amounts of sewage 
through the soil. 


This procedure was developed 
by Prof. Reinhold Kickuth and 
his team at the Fachgebiet 
Okochemie der Gesamthoch- 
schule Kassel (Department of 
Ecochemistry, Kassel Universi- 
ty). It is now being applied in two 
plants in Obersulzen in the 
Rhineland-Palatinate, serving 
600 citizens, as well as in the dty 
of Biinde in North-Rhine West- 
phalia. 

A third facility is used to 
purify the sewage of a township 
of 700 people in the greater Kas- 
sel area. Here, the sewage passes 
first through individual sewage 
treatment systems for the initial 
rough purifications, and then it is 
dammed up in a large reed field 
with the help of two wooden 
weirs, which also make it posable 
to control the lengrh of time the 
water remains in the reed pond. 
After a given period of time the 
water flows into a final sewage 
treatment basin that can be aired 
artificially in case additional ox- 
ygen is called for. 





remote islands’ unique fauna and flora. Pigs, rats, dogs, donkeys, and 
cattle are others. Feral goats, considered the most destructive of all, 
are hunted by armed teams. 


Pretty kitty to some, unnatural menace to others, feral cat on Ida 
Santa Cruz of the Galapagos Idands regards the camera with a 
hunter’s eye. Indigenous spedes such as lava lizards and finches Call 
easy prey to cats, one of many introduced animate that threaten the 

Goats, cats, pigs, dogs, donkeys 
ravage native Galapagos wildlife 


By Bob Drogm 

National Geographic 

PUERTO AYORA, 

Islands — Wien the U.S. waismp 
Essex sank a British whaling fleet 
in this remote Pacific archipelago 
in the war of 1812, Capt. David 
Porter left a herd of goats ashore 
to help local settlers. 

Today Capt. Porter’s legacy is 
still here, a thousandfold. 

Officials at the Galapagos 
National Park have killed or 
moved hundreds of thousands of 
wild goats, pigs, dogs, rats — as 
well as guava trees and other 
exotic plants — that man has 
introduced into one of the earth’s 
most unusual ecosystems. 

. “What the park wants to do is 
get rid of aU die introduced spe- 
des" says Rodrigo Jacome, a 
naturalist guide at the Darwin 
Research Station, a nonprofit sci- 
entific institute here. “They are 
very destructive.” 

Danger not always obvious 

To visitors, the destruction 
appears limited. Wild and ende- 
mic animals still are thick and 
unafraid. Sea lions are as playful 
as puppies, marine iguanas sun 
on the rocks, and blue- 
boobies build their nests 
by the score. 

That, at least, hasn’t 
since Charles Darwin visited 
of these harsh volcanic islands on 
the HMS Beagle in 1835. The 
young British naturalist later de- 
cided that the unique flora and 
fauna were key to “that mystery 
of mysteries” — the origins of life 
itself — and the basis for his 
theory of evolution by natural 
selection. 

But the danger is real, officials 
say. 

Wild pigs eat sea-turtle eggs, 
and black rats eat their hatch- 
lings. Dogs kill endangered 
Hawaiian petrels and land 
iguanas. Cats chase lava lizards 
and finches. Donkeys step on 
nests. Cattle plow the ground. 
And goats eat just about any- 


“Wbenever we spot a popula- 
tion that is growing too rapidly, 
we go and hit it,” says Darwin 
station spokesman Ramone 
Andrade. 

“It's not tiie first time, of 
course, that man has slaughtered 
animals on this rugged chain of 15 
main islands and numerous 
islets some 600 miles west of 
Ecuador. 

Stacked alive for year 

Whalers in the 1700s and 1800s 
killed more than 100,000 giant 
tortoises, often stacking them 
alive on their backs for up to a 
year to provide fresh meat on the 
long sea voyages. Hunters only 
stopped kffling fin seals when too 
few survived to make the hunt 
economically viable. 

Hunting is now illegal. 
Ecuador declared the islands- a 
national park in 1959, and UN- 
ESCO declared them a World 
Heritage site, or one of the 


world’s most significant natural 
areas, 20 years later. 

Naturalists at the station now 
operate breeding pens for the 
tortoises and have successfully 
repatriated more than 160 adults 
to Hood and Pinzon islands, 
where the species was nearly ex- 
tinct. 

“It’s our success story,” says 
Tom Fritts, a U.S. Fish and Wild- 
life Service biologist who works 
with the programme. 

But man is still a problem. A 
record 25,000 visitors — the legal 
limit — are expected this year. 
Organised tourism began only in 
1969, and the onslaught is taxing 
the islands as never before. 

“Right now we are not looking 
forward to an increase of via- 
tors,” Andrade said. “The islands 
are so fragile.” 

The increased traffic already 
has led to growing pollution. 
During a recent visit, for exam- 
ple, tin cans, plastic bags, paper, 
and other trash littered the sandy 


ocean bottom at a popular moor- 
ing spot near Pinnacle Rode. 

“There are a lot of guides who 
don’t control passengers the way 
they should,” Andrade said. 

The tourism also has brought 
new roads, hotels, and settlers to 
the islands. In March 1985, a 
highly publicised fire apparently 
started by a local farmer spread 
out of control on southern Isabela 
Island, the largest of the Gala- 
pagos. 

Penguins and flamingos fled, 
dozens of tortoises were herded 
out of harm’s way, and 80,000 
acres of peaty grasslands slowly 
burned for more than two 
months. Since then, however, 
most plants and animate have 
returned to the burned areas, 
officials said. 

“What we’re seeing is, the 
Galapagos are very resilient in a 
biological sense, rat very fra gile 
in a human sense,” says Justine 
Cruz, a biologist at the station. 


7m Australian sheep 
make sea trip to Mideast 


By Rory Channing 

Reuter 

KUWAIT — Millions of Austra- 
lian sheep take a one-way sea 
voyage to the Middle East every 
year aboard huge livestock ships 
in a lucrative trade that has sur- 
vived animal-rights protests and 
die Gulf war. 

Up to 120,000 animals at a time 
occupy air-cooled pens on multi- 
decked ships, some the size of 
10-storey buildings, for the trip 
lasting 18 days or more. 

Despite criticism from animal- 
rights groups seekiag to outlaw 
'live traffic, the trade prospers in 
Arab markets which still cling 
strongly to traditions that de- 
mand fresh meat. 

More than seven million sheep 
made the trip last year, most of 
them bound for Gulf Arab states 
and otheis destined for Egypt and 
other North African countries. 

The 17-year-old trade is worth 
some $250 million a year to Au- 
stralia, which has maintained its 
hold on the market despite bids 
by competitors like New Zealand 
and China. 

- “I would guess Australia still 
supplies 75 to 80 per cent of 
foreign sales to the Middle East 
and North Africa," said Nasser 
Ai Saad A1 Munifi, chairman of 
Kuwaiti Livestock and Trading 
Company (KLTC) which oper- 
ates a five-vessel fleet. 

An Iranian attack on a vessel 
carrying thousands of sheep up 
the Gulf to Kuwait last month 
prompted fears of a disruption in 
shipments and the possibility of 
renewed animal-rights protests in 
Australia. 

The Philippines-flag CorriedaJe 
Express was hit and set on fire by 


an Iranian gunboat in Tehran's 
bitter war with Iraq, now well 
into its seventh year. 

Around 300 sheep died as a 
result of the attack. But trade 
officials said shipments were con- 
tinuing on schedule as stocks 
were built up for the Islamic holy 
month of Ramadan and the sub- 
sequent feast of Eid AI Fitr. 

Criticism of the trade has cen- 
tred on accusations of poor condi- 
tions causing deaths on the ocean 
passage, and the Muslim haJal 
slaughter ritual under which an 
animal's throat is slit and it bleeds 
to death. 

There was an outcry abroad 
after 15,000 sheep died on a ship 
off Fujairah in the Gulf of Oman 
over two years ago. The deaths 
were blamed on ventilation 
equipment failure. 

Australia’s Society for the Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Animals 
called for a total ban on live 
sheep exports, and an Australian 
senate select committee two years 
ago said there were possible 
grounds for concern over the 
animals’ welfare. 

Because of the money earned 

— an estimated seven per cent of 
total export revenue in 1984-85 

— the trade continued, but under 
close scrutiny. The Australian 
government appointed a veterin- 
ary officer to probe the traffic. 

Industry sources said that even 
before the Fujairah accident, 
money had poured into impro-. 
ving housing, feeding and other- 
travel conditions. 

As debate on the issue swirled 
in Australia, New Zealand re- 
sponded to feelers from Gulf 
states fearing a disruption in 
trade and lifted a previously-im- 
posed ban on live exports. 


Successful plant breeding 
with gene injections 

By Riner B. Langen 


A BREAKTHROUGH in gene 
transfer with grains has been 
achieved by geneticists from 
Madrid, Spain, and Cologne who 
developed a new method. The 
scientists injected desoxyri- 
bonucleic acid (DNA) which car- 
ried tiie hereditary information 
for a certain gene in rye seedl- 
ings. Several of these plants’ 
offspring contained the foreign 
gene in their genotype, which 
means that their parents had 
totally incorporated it and passed 
it on. 

The researchers found their 
approach to this gene transfer in 
the development of rye pollen. 
Dr. Alicia de la Plena of the 
Universidad Complutense in 
Madrid subjected young rye 
plants at various developmental 
stages to cell divirion poisons and 
observed that the mother cells of 
the pollen, which later produce 
the pollen grains, were receptive 
to the incorporation of these 
poisons at very certain times. 
Together with Dr. Horst Lorz 
and Prof. Jeff Schell of the Max- 
Planck-lnstitute fur Zuchtung- 
sforschung (Max Planck Institute 
for Cultivation Research) in Col- 


ogne, Dr. de Ua Pena concluded: 
If during tins closely defined 
period of time, namely two weeks 


ir to the beginning of the 
ition of the gametes, the 
poison molecules are able to 
make their way into the cells, 
then the pollen mother cells may 
also be able to absorb other 
substances, such as DNA. 

At that point, the inflorescence 
was about two centimetres high 
and surrounded completely by 
leaves. The DNA which was in- 
jected into tins sprout contained a 


so-called marker gene. A marker 
gene has well-analysed, easily 
recognisable effects on the 
offspring and is used by geneti- 
cists to determine whether a gene 
transfer has been successful or 
not. The gene used in this ex?cr- 
ment earned inforar.K*::? :•£ * 
ability to resist kanunyrrue, «■: 
antibiotic which is also poisonous 
for plants. The pollen mother 
cells, which absorb this DNA and 
firmly incorporate the gene into 
their own genome, pass it on to 
the pollen, which in turn trans- 
mits it to the seed after insemina- 
tion. Thus, the transfer to the 
offspring is achieved. 

Ninety-eight rye seedlings were 
subjected to this test. Once they 
had grown into plants ready for 
insemination, they were cross- 
bred with one another. Thus, the 
scientists obtained 3,023 seeds 
which they tested for the new 
gene. During these tests, plastic 
nets kept the grains on the sur- 
face of a culture medium contain- 
ing the poisonous kanamyrine. 
Seedlings which were killed by 
this treatment could not possibly 
contain the new gene. In the 
meantime the marker gene has 
been found in three plants which 
developed normally. In these 
plants the transformation had 
been successful. 

Although the model gene for 
kanamydne resistance has do sig- 
nificance in the agricultural in- 
dustry, there are interesting 
genes available today, for inst- 
ance genes providing resistance 
to herbicides or pests. It is also a 
long-term goal of geneticists to 
improve the quality of the nut- 
rients contained in grains and to 
make them resistant to freezing 
temperatures — German Re- 
search Service, Bonn. 


e Galapagos are very fra- 
gile, and when yon introduce a 
new spedes, you change tiie ba- 
lance,” says Maria Laura Patino, 
another naturalist guide. 

Feral goats are the worst prob- 
lem. Aimed teams have elimin- 
ated goats on five islands in re- 
cent years, including more than 
100,000 on Santiago and Pinta 
islands alone. It is a daunting 
task, considering the islands' vast 
lava streams, deep craters, and 
steep cliffs. 
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The First and Only Greek 
^Restaurant In Jordan 
TONIGHT 

AND EVERY NIGHT 

i( V ***!}■ 

..ZORBA THE GREEK. Q 

LOCATED 

JABAL AMMAN 2ND CIRCLE 
OPP FRENCH LOAF 
TEL 64I5BS hO COVER 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girts School 

Take away Is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:3U-Midnight 

Tel . 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 


[Restaurant remains open duringi 
(the day for take home orders! 
and welcomes clients from six) 
p.m. until one a.m. 


Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 > 
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r CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch Friday 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight s 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Ta k e awa f iwiln 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akitah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


INDIAN 
RESTAURANT 

Chicken Tekka 
Inn 


Welcomes you to its unique 
Indian food 

Jabai Amman, 3rd Cir- 
cle, opposite City Bank, 
Tel. 642437 
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MAZA/TENAWCE 
SERI/ICES 


CALL US! 



CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
Forwarding, 

international mo. ving, 
storage, clearing, 

door-to-door service 


Electrolux 


P.OLBw 925229 AMMAN 




TeL 604671 



' SHAKHSHIR N 
Rent A Car 

25% Discount 

1. Short and long terms 

2. Full insurance 

3. Automatic and Air-condi- 
tion cars 

4. Always new cars with 
good service 

. Mid (He Ease Hotel . 

\ Tel; 668*58 / 


To advertise in 
this section 



Phone 667171-6 N 


m-:-- ■ 





Sports 



Leicester, Manchester City 
join Villa to 2nd division 


I. ' .DO:. CR) — Ian Rush bade farewell to the 
English soccer league Saturday with a brilliant goal 
that helped Liverpool draw 3-3 at Chelsea and 
emphasised to his employers of the last nine years 
just how much they will miss him. 


With Tottenham, next week's 
English Football Association 
(F. A.) Cup finalists acainst 
Coventry. losing 1-0 at Watford,* 
Liverpool made certain of 
finishing second in the table be- 
hind city-neighbours Everton, 
who marked the last Saturday of 
league action with an impressive 
3-1 win over Luton. 

Despite their high finish. Liver- 
pool have not performed this 
season with their customary con- 
sistency and Rush's departure to 
Italy where he will play for Juve- 
ntus raises doubts about their 
prospects of remaining the great 
power they have been for most of 
the last two decades. 

Rush's goal on Saturday — his 
39tb of the season for Liverpool 
— was struck home from 15 
metres, a typical, unerring effort 
that has marked him out as one of 
world soccer's most accomplished 
strikers. 

The goal equalised Gordon 
Dune’s third-minute strike for 
Chelsea and although Lhe London 
Cub led twice more through John 
Bumstead and David Speed ie. 
Liverpool levelled on each occa- 
sion through Steve McMahon and 
John Aldridge. 

Everton will finish with a nine- 
point winning margin at the top 


of the league if they beat Tot- 
tenham on Monday. 

They preserved their six-point 
lead on Saturday after falling 
behind to mark Stein's fifth-mi- 
nute goal scored from 25 metres. 
But two goals by Trevor Steven, 
the first "a penalty, and one by 
Graeme Sharp in an 11-minute 
spell after halftime crushed 
Luton's hopes of embarrassing 
the new champions. 

Manchester City, beaten 2-0 at 
West Ham. and Leicester, frus- 
trated at Oxford where they drew 
0-0, joined Aston Villa in being 
relegated to the Second Division 
while Charlton, winners over 
Queen's Park Rangers, must com- 
pete in play-offs to preserve their 
First-Division status. 

Charlton, who finished fourth 
from bottom of the First Divi- 
sion. will play off against Old- 
ham, Leeds and Ipswich, the 
third, fourth and fifth dubs in the 
Second Division. The prize will 
be a place next season in the First 
Division which is being reduced 
from 22 to 21 teams. 

Derby and Portsmouth were 
definitely promoted as the top 
two finishers in the Second Divi- 
sion. 

Tottenham and Coventry both 
failed to win a week before their 


French driver leads 


Italian race on final day 


AJACCIO, Corsica (R) — 
Frenchman Bernard Beguin was 
Saturday poised to lead the suc- 
cessful comeback of West Ger- 
man car manufacturer BMW on 
the final day of the ill-fated Corsi- 
can Motor" Rally. 

Beguin increased his lead on 
the first two sections of the 405- 
kilomctrc route from Calvi to 
Ajaccio to over two munutes, 
increasing the probability of 
BMW* first major rally victory 
for 15 years. 

The Frenchman is followed by 
the two Laaria Deltas of local 
Corsican Yves Loubet and Italian 
Massimo Biasion. 

The three-day rally has been 
overshadowed by the death on 
the first day of French co-driver 
Jean-Michel Argenti, the fourth 
fatality in this event in the past 
three years. 

Argenti died when the Peugeot 
205 GTT in which he was a pas- 
senger smashed through a low 
brick wall and plunged 50 metres 
into a ravine. Driver Jean Mar- 
chini was seriously injured. 

Last year Finnish star Henri 


Toivonen and co-driver Sergio 
Cresto died when their car 
crashed during the rally and Ita- 
lian Attilio Betteg was killed in 
the 1985 event. 

Jean-Marie Baiestre, president 
of the International Automobile 
Federation, said Saturday 
safety rules and courses for motor 
rallies would be changed next 
year. 


“We have always said 1987 is a 
year of transition. In the light of 
our experience... technical reg- 
ulations for the cars and the 
courses wiir be modified for 
1988.” he told reporters. . 

Baiestre said organisers aimed 
to have production models racing 
in the rally, and to exclude 
powerful, custom-built cars that 
are too fast for the winding roads 
of Corsica. 


The Corsican rally takes driv- 
ers along perilous mountainside 
roads with deep gorges deman- 
ding total concentration. Drivers 
say a moment's slip of concentra- 
tion has probably been responsi- 
ble for most accidents. 
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is the Time to Apply for your 



Center 


We Offer You a Variety of Recreational 
Combinations to Spend Your LeisureTime 
With us at the “INN CENTER” of 
HOLIDAY INN-AMMAN 
For Registration and Membership Please 
Phone 663100 

Sales & Marketing Department 


appointment at Wembley. Kenny 
Jackett’s 58th-minute goal scup- 
pered Tottenham while Coven- 
try. after Brian Kilcline gave 
them a 29th -minute lead, were 
pegged back by George Lawr- 
ence's second-half goal for South- 
ampton. 

Worse, though, than Lawr- 
ence's goal was a leg injury to 
Coventry full-back Brian Bor- 
rows who was carried off and may 
not be able to face Tottenham 
next Saturday. 

Arsenal, comfortable leaders 
of the First Division in mid sea- 
son, finished disappointingly with 
a 2-1 home defeat against Nor- 
wich. It meant they had to be 
satisfied with fourth place behind 
Tottenham, assured of finishing 
third. 

Manchester L?nited. who 
changed managers after the sea- 
son started and climbed from the 
foot of the table to a place in tbe 
middle, ended with a three-goal 
flourish against bottom-club 
Aston Villa. Clayton Blackmore, 
Mike Duxbury and Bryan Rob- 
son scoring the goals. 

Rangers, already assured of the 
Scottish League title, were pre- 
sented with their trophy on Satur- 
day after beating St. Mirren 1-0 at 
Ibrox. 

There was a carnival atmos- 
phere inside the stadium as a 
capacity crowd gave the new 
champions a boisterous reception 
and reserved a special cheer for 
their player-manager Graeme Sou- 
ness who was sent off in Rangers' 
moment of triumph last week. 


Amman Little League 
May 8 


T-Bali 


Mercedes Benz 4 
Dorm a 14 


vs Signode-Jamco 16 
vs Seiko 9 


Coach Pitch 


Jordan Worsted Mills 
Jordan Express 20 


24 


Volvo 20 


vs Nashashibi/Ebbini 21 
vs General Computers 
& Electronics 33 
vs Danish Dairy 25 


Kid Pitch 


Istiklal 15 
Ericsson 4 
Wang 9 


vs Furukawa 3 
vs Samar 5 
vs Squibb 12 


Soft Ball 


Westing House 10 
Eagle Engineering 2 


vs Al-Ahlyah 0 
vs Near East 6 


Garrison upsets 
Mandlikova 


TOKYO (AP) — Zina Garrison 
of the United States upset top- 
seeded Hana Mandlikova of 
Czechoslovakia 7-6 (7-5), 6-3 in 
the women's singles semifinals 
Saturday in the $200,000 Gunze 
World Tennis match. 

Garrison, tbe world's 7th rank- 
ed player, meets Pam Sbriver in 
the finals Sunday. Shriver beat 
Manuela Maleeva of Bulgaria 6- 
4, 64 in 70 minutes in the semi- 
finals. 

Mandlikova, ranked' fourth in 
tbe world, bad problems in her 
serves and double faulted 11 
times during an 84-minute match 
at Yoyogi National Stadium in 
Tokyo- 

In the first set, Mandlikova led 
4-1 but Garrison fought back with 
accurate shots and tied it 6-6 
before playing the tie-breaker in 
which Mandlikova double faulted 
after 5-5. 


Navratilova crashes out of Italian Open 


ROME (R) — Martina Navrati- 
lova, who has yet to win a tourna- 
ment this year, crashed out of the 
Italian Open to top Argentine 
teenager Gabriela Sabatiui 7-6, 
6-1 in the semifinals Sunday. 

Although she started well, tak- 
ing the first three games, the 
world number one lost her au- 
thority as Sabatini produced a 
series of fine returns and passing 
shots. 

Sabatini, 17 next week, clawed 
her way back from 5-2 down, 
neutralising two set points and 
keeping her nerve. 

Navratilova, who in five pre- 
vious encounters had never drop- 
ped a set to Sabatini, appeared to 


lose all her confidence after con- 
ceding the tiebreak 7-2. 

She rarely managed to get her 
first service in and made several 
double faults at critical moments. 
Sabatini, running and anticipat- 
ing well, completely dominated 
the second set. 

“It was the best win of my 
life.” Sabatini, a former Wimble- 
don semifinalist, said afterwards. 
“I knew I bad a chance to win and 
I kept running.'' 

Navratilova, who has not won a 
tournament since last November, 
said she lost momentum and be- 
came too passive. 

“I should have won the first 
set. Once it got to 5-5 Gabriela 


was getting better and better,” 
she said. 

“She was passing well and was 
totally in command in the second 
set,” the seven times Wilbledon 
champion added. 

Navratilova said her own serve 
and volley style of play was not 
working on day and she had to 
become more aggressive from the 
baseline. 

Sabatini, ranked ninth in the 
world, will meet West Germany's 
Steffi Graf, who has yet to lose a 
match this year, in Sunday’s final. 

The cool, efficient 17-year-old, 
took less than an hour to dismiss 
Czechoslovak Helena Sukova 6- 
3, 6-3 in die other semifinal. 


N. Korea agrees in principle to IOC visit, says Samaranch 


ISTANBUL (Agencies) — North 
Korea has agreed in principle to 
receive a fact-finding delegation 
from the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) later this 
month, IOC President Juan 
Antonio Samaranch said 
Saturday. 

After a 50-minute meeting with 
members of the North Korean 
National Olvmoic Committee 
(NOC), Samaranch told Reuters: 
“They said ‘yes' in prindple and 
we are now waiting for their 
formal answer.” 

Samaranch wants to send an 
IOC mission to Pyongyang to 
facilitate preparations for a 
fourth round of bilateral talks 
between North and South Korean 
Olympic offidais at the IOC’s 
Lausanne headquarters on July 
14-15. 

The calks could be a final 
opportunity to resolve the dispute 
over the staging of the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics following Pyongyang's 
demand for a share of tbe games. 

North Korea originally wanted 
to stage half the 23 sports and is 
still insisting on a minimum of 
eight. 

It has said it will not accept a 
compromise agreed by the IOC 
and the Seoul organisers by which 
Pyongyang would stage archery. 


table tennis and some soccer and 
cycling. 

The IOC visit to Pyongyang 
was proposed by Samaranch in a 
telex two weeks ago to the presi- 
dent of the North Korean NOC, 
Khn Yu Sun. Samaranch said the 
NOC was studying some of the 
conditions contained in his telex. 

Among the conditions is a 
proposed inspection by the IOC 
delegation of access at Panmun- 
jom across the demilitarised zone 
which has divided tbe North and 
South since the end of the Korean 
war in 1953. The delegates would 
then travel on to Seoul for a 
meeting with the South Korean 
NOC. 

“That would be a gesture of 
goodwill by North Korea and 
would show the world that they 
are interested in making efforts to 
find a possible solution to the 
dispute. I think it is a good test,” 
Samaranch said. 

He added that the delegation 
would comprise one IOC mem- 
ber, possibly Alexandra Siperco 
of Romania, and one or two IOC 
staff officials. He himself did not 
expect to go to Pyongyang be- 
cause of a crowded work sche- 
dule. 

Earlier this week, the secretary- 
general of the North Korean 


WATER AUTHORITY OF JORDAN 
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) 
SUPPLY OF WATER METRES 


Date: 09/05/87 
Loan No.: 2894/JO 
IFB No.: 08/87/WM 


1. The Water Authority of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan has received a loan from the World Bank in 
various currencies towards the cost of the Water and 
Sewerage Project and.it is intended that part of the 
proceeds of this loan will be applied to eligible 
payments under the contracts for the purchase of 
water metres. 

2. The Water Authority now invites sealed bids from 
eligible bidders for the supply of 75,000 water metres, 
1/2" size, with a nominal capacity of 1 .5 m 3 per hour. 

3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further informa- 
tion from and inspect the documents at the office of the 
president of the Water Authority, Nablus Street. Jabai 
Al Hussein. P.O. Box 2412, Amman, Jordan. Tele- 
phone 666111. Telex 22439 JO. 

4. A complete set of bidding documents may be purch- 
ased by any eligible bidder on submission of a written 
application to the above address and the payment of 
non-refundable fee of JD 200. 

AH bids must be accompanied by a security of JD 
6,000 and must be delivered to the above office not 
later than 1200 hours. Jordan local time, on Saturday, 
20 June 1987. 


5. 


Eng. Mohammad S. Kilanl 

President 

Water Authority 


NOC, Chang Ung, who met 
Samaranch Saturday with NOC 
President Kim, said time was 
running out if the dispute was to 
be resolved. 

Chang, speaking during a 
series of IOC meetings in Istan- 
bul, called for the North-South 
meeting in July to be brought 
forward. But Samaranch said that 
would not be possible because of 
the preparations which had to be 
made. 

However, he added that if 
negotiations had reached an adv- 
anced stage they might continue 
beyond the IOC’s deadline of 
Sept. 17, one year before tbe start 
of the games. 

Communist states in Eastern 
Europe have voiced support for 
North Korea’s demands. But they 
have shown little inclination to 
repeat the Soviet-led 15-nation 
Communist boycott of the 1984 
Los Angeles Olympics. 

Meanwhile, head of IOC has 
called for unity among sports 
bodies to protect against outside 
forces that “have frequently dis- 
rupted... fundamental traditions” 
of tbe games. p 

In a speech in Istanbul/ Presi- 
dent Samaranch said his commit- 
tee. national Olympic panels and 
the worldwide sports federations 
must stand together to repel “the 
difficulties of the present-day 
world.” 

“More than ever before, my 
friends, it is our unity whicb is our 
safeguard,” Samaranch said in 
remarks before 84 IOC members, 
other sports offidais and Turkish 
government leaders, including 
President Kenan Evran. 

The major item on the agenda 
for rhe session, which runs 
through Tuesday, is a final vote 
on an eligibility plan allowing pro 
tennis players to compete for 
Olympic medals in Seoul. 

The plan was approved unani- 
mously by the IOC's executive 
board last February. Despite 
signs of some opposition among 
members opposed to the idea of 
Boris Becker, Martina Navratilo- 
va and other tennis millionaires iq 
the games, it is expected to be 
ratified by the session. 

Also on the agenda are elec- 


tions of a new vice president and 
a replacement for Comelis Ker- 
del, an IOC member from the 
Netherlands who died late last 
year. 

This is the first time such a 
large Olympic meeting has been 
held hi Istanbul, and Samaranch 
noted tbe long history of Olympic 
success for Turkish athletes, par- 
ticularly wrestlers. 

“Perhaps it is this experience of 
the battles which you have fought 
for your independence that have 
earned you the reputation as for- 
midable fighters, and enabled 
you to excell so justly in the 
traditional . sports where force, 
courage and loyalty are best ex : 
■pressed;” he said. 

But, he continued, tbe ‘‘in- 
creasing pace of the evolution of 
our respective societies” had 
changed tbe traditional power 
centres of Olympic sport. 


SPORTS 


Turkey qualifies for Davis 


DAMASCUS <R) — Turkey ^cruised 
European Zone A second round 

Aladdin Karagoz beating Syria s Harateb ftfeOcanaa - 

Hassoun 64), 64, 64 m the doubles,- Tit’ 


Abu 


issoun o-u, o-*, v-r in ^ - 

opening singles Friday and M.imMLl 
second round encounter with the Soviet Umqn. ^ ^ 


said reverse singles would help both nation&prepa#^ 
September Mediterranean games m Syna. ;‘ ; >£ 




Yajda ousts Nystrom, ffieetsteenager 
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MUNICH (R) — Czechoslovak Manan Vajda . ■ 

third-seeded Joakim Nystrom of Sweden 64, 64 
meet Argentine teenager Guillermo Perez-Rbldan' in. 
final of the Bavarian Open Tennis Championships. Yaj<tejan&.' 
105th in the world, scored his second" straight ket win -- 

in two days at the $185,000 tournament with an ^ 

of baseline tennis. The out-of-forra Swede, ranked 26tfa, hadljfl * 
answer to the Czechoslovak’s strong, early 
help himself with a poor first serve. Vajda-:vffl‘^n^^-; 
17-year-old Perez- Roldan, who ousted American 
thrtee sets to qualify for only his second grand prix " 






Improved batting performance by Palasg 

CHELMSFORD, England (R) — A mqre resoliik^^- 
performance by the Pakistan cricketers enabled them foreaefai? 
for five by tea on the first day of their three-day 
Essex Saturday. Following their innings deffeqt by Kan f 
which prompted captain Imran Khan, to order 
practice session, the batsmen were . more caufibus { ir ■ 
approach. After a slow morning session m which . : 

for two, middle order batsman Salim Malik 
in the afternoon with an undefeated 65. Former Engjandlefc# , 

,1 t i. ...... - 

r- 


seamer John Lever took two wickets: 




Ballesteros advances in golf tourney i 








CHEPSTOW, Wales (R) — Tournament favourite _ 

Ballesteros shot four birdies in five holes against Irishman. Hi' ^ . 
Walton to move smoothly into the quarterfinals of. the grand p? 
of Europe Matchplay Golf championship Saturday. BaUcstc'^" * ‘ 
won 3 and 2 and will meet fellow Spaniard ManoeLPiffl^---- 
Saturday afternoon for a place in the last four .- Pinero OTetcap^^^ 
Antonio Garrido by two holes in a thrilling all-Spanish dwdft 1 ' ‘ 
sun at St. Pierre. Walton held Ballesteros mcheckodthe 
nine which both men covered in 35 before the Spani® 
three up with birdies cm the 11th and 14th holes as the Irisfcma . , 
short game skill deserted him. Ballesterosv typically', 
praise for his opponent and said: “the 10th was me vital hi— ■“ 
Philip holed from 15 feet Iot a birdie and I followed hnn iiL. jj f 0BH 
missed who knows what might have happened?” With fore , c . 
players filling 12 of the 16 third round slots, British Rytter.^ 
player Sam Torrance spearheaded the Twine cfiafla?ge'® 5 -V 
reaching the last eight with a narrow win over compatriot 
Morgan. ‘ ‘ 


Bulgarian record blots Pisarenko’s retags 

REIMS. France (R) — Bulgarian super-heavyweight AntQ^- . 
Krastev eclipsed an unsuccessful return by .reinstated Soviet flLg_ ,. 
Anatoly Pisarenko with a world record oaTthe final day-CsB^ijryi 
European Weightlifting Championships Saturday, 
hoisted 215.5 kilogrammes to add 0.5 kilogrammes to the sna^. /X 
record he set in Sofia last November,! while Soviet, beavywej ^ [• 
Yuri Zakarevich achieved 202.5 kilogrammes to improve^ 
world mark by 1.5 kilogrammes; JBiit former . world -champ^ ^ 
Pisarenko foiled- three, r chnes • at • Ms *opeamgi weightfrf . raj-; 
kilogrammes in the snatch before Krastev entered foe fray to ^ . 

215.5 at the first attempt before foiling - at -220. It was 
inauspicious return for Pisarenko to top international oompetit « 
after a ban imposed by tbe Soviet weightlifting federtf^'^. 
following an incident involving drugs at a Canadian airport at , v * 
end of 1984- 


. .rinao? 


FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT 


Fully-furnished one 
bedroom and two bedroom 
flats, w/w carpet, colour T.V., 
central heating, telephone. 
Two locations. Jabai 
Amman, near Fifth Circle 
and Abdali area. 


Phone: 673768, 672842 after 

2 p.m. 


4 ad: 


E . German soccer team 
emerges from the shadow 


EAST BERLIN (R) — Lokomo- 
tiv Leipzig, tbe dark horse of this 
season's European club soccer 
tournaments, will finally emerge 
from the shadow of East Ger- 
many’s dominant dub Dynamo 
Berlin when they meet Ajax Am- 
sterdam in the Cup Winners’ Cup 
final in Athens on Wednesday. 

A team of solid defence and 
deft counter-attacks, Lokomotiv 
have confounded the pundits this 
season — only 20 years after the 
club's foundation — and will be 
seeking to become only the 
second East German club to win 
the Cup Winners’ Cup. 

Magdeburg took the trophy in 
1974 and Carl Zeiss Jena were 
beaten finalists in 1981. 

Coach Hans-Ulrich Thomale's 
team have made great strides 
since winning the East Gexpian 
cup. for the second time in 1981 
and the last two years have seen 
them emerge as a force which 
national team manager Bemd 
Stange hopes to harness for his 
ambitious plans. 


were both drafted into the nation- 
al side to play tbe Soviet Union 
after Lokomotiv’s penalty shoot- 
out win against Bordeaux in the 
semifinals. Both are hungry for 
honours. 

“I won’t make any secret of the 
fact that, like the rest of the team. 
I'd dreamed of finally making it 
this far,” said goalkeeper and 
national captain Rene Mueller. 

Fresh-faced Mueller, con- 
firmed his standing as the local 
hero when he saved two penalties 
agaisnt Bordeaux before scoring 
the decisive goal in the shoot-out 

But Lokomotiv, like other East 
German sides, struggle to draw 
big crowds. Their average attend- 
ance is only about 10,000 in a 
national stadium that can take 
80,000 and the faithful were given 
little confidence for- the final 
when they saw their ride lose 1-0 
at home to Karl-Mark-Stadt last 
week. 

One reason for tbe poor sup- 
port may be that soccer has long' 
been the ngly sister of East Ger- 


' Lean midfielder Heiko Scholz • man sport. The nation's athletes 
and defender Matthias Lindner, and swimmers have .swept many 


USA cigarette company looking for exclusive representa- 
tion for distribution of new brand of cigarette In Middle 
East. 


Please contact Hassan M. Fardan at TeL 603863 - 
Ext (202) 


*4n»7, 

scoRr'i 
SAGin 
fAFRiC 

international honouxs- Bui 
German dub .teams. have bs 
fewer awards than even -War 
national team. . • v 
Lokomotiv have a.'Tristor'^cc- 
near-successes in Eurqje; r ^SCEs 
reached the semifinals onst^ 
UEFA Cup in 1974and foe £«#*** 
ter-finals of the Inter-Glies H \QU 
Cup. The forerunner lb the 
sent UEFA Copt, in 1967- TJSift Tl 
Now they hope to go all% ^ 
way and possess several 
who add credibility w their afttifc, j 
tions. The team mdufles six — 
nationals with UWE Zoe^^ 

. and Ronald Kreer 
■ a defence that has conceded >2^-. 
17 goals in 22 match<a this sot Qg 
— less than any other side\^ 
The towering. Frank Bait, 
captain ' and cratroback iv 
keeps a firm grip^cih&teanv** 
the pjtch. * 

Zoetzsche and Kfeer, 
fort-rinining,-,- - ' pewerMly-t^ 
players, are- tfie-key^tedw 
counter-attacking - istyjte- ' g 
sweep forward on '^fh# 
link up with strikers Jfons 
. ter. -The teams, top. .scorer 
.seven this .seasbm Olaf 
chalL a rfewromet: to W 

team, and, t 27-}«ar-q*A _ Jffl, 
Leitzke. L ' J? 

- Ma thfos Tdebe rv. 
field ms p if a tfon^. a player 
fine runs ahdaecnfote passu^ 
a vital part r crf tfce l expw> 
atiackmgstyle^^-^ : 

.. ThemaTei; hai trwtfed a.«£V 
fill Wend of 
and hfcteaifc'&hraild \ 
h'oidmc its own in the 
may lack'Tfmrati 7 i ~’ r_ 

Bfr the traWrtu 
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free public health services 


Ci LNE VA" \AF ) ' — -Poor coun- 
tries should generate: health funds 
for growing populations By charg- 
ing citizens- for' health services 
2 nd requiring more -workers to 
contribute., to national Insurance 
plans, the World Bank said 
Friday. 

A study, by the Washington- 
based lending agency says gov- 
ernments could counter wide- 
. spread, waste and inefficiency in 
the health sector, by giving more 
power to local and regional au- 
thorities. It also called on govern- 
ments to stop discouraging the 
work of private organisations. 

' The organisation urges govern- 
ments to . shift . attention from 
binding expensive hospital care’ 
for relatively few patients to 
.basic, .preventative . programmes 
like immunisation, health educa- 
tion and providing drugs. 

The document was published in 
Geneva whereit was submitted to. 
the annual assembly of the 166- 
nation World Health Organisa- 
tion, attended by some 1,200 
delegates. 

The study warns' that develop- 


ing countries, hard hit By econo- 
mic recession, are allocating loo 
little private and public money to 
meet the organisation's goal of 
ensuring basic health care for all 
people by the year 2000. 

. "Basic health activities are un- 
able to expand enough to meet 
the great needs of rapidly grow- 
ing populations, even though 
households have shown they are 
willing to pay some of the costs of 
health care." it says. 

Few . private money goes to 
“low-cost services which are most 
cost-effective in improving 
health. Even if public resources 
were better allocated, current 
levels of spending would prob- 
ably not be sufficient," the report 
says. 

Individuals already pay more 
than half of the health care bill in 
the Third World, mostly for drugs 
and doctor fees, it says. 

In the 24 poorest nations, cen- 
tral government spending on 
health care fell from an average 
4.6 per cent of the budget in 1972 
to 2.7 per cent id 1983, according 
to the study. 


British banks cut lending rate 

LONDON (AP) — Britain’s four major banks on Friday cut their 
base lending rate to nine per cent from 9.5 per cent, effective 
Monday. Barclays Bank Pic was the first to cut its rate by half a 
percentage point and Midland Bank. Pic, National Westminster Bank 
Pic and Lloyds Bank Pic, followed suit. The Bank of England earlier 
in the day signaled approval of a one-half percentage point cut in the 
rate by cutting its own money market rates half a point. Prime 
industrial borrowers usually pay one percentage point over the base 
rate. It was the fourth cut in the base rate this year. The banks cut 
their rate just last week, bringing it under 10 per cent for the first 
rim e in over two years. 



FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, MAY 10, 1987 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Be alert to the best 
means by which you can coordinate your efforts to get 
along with people. You can gain some long-term benefits 
through changes going on around you. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Situations arise that can 
help you improve your relationship with a very impor- 
tant associate. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Since you are under the 
influence of Venus, you have a great appreciation for 
beauty, music and art now. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Get into a different kind 
of recreation and gain more energy. Come to a fine agree- 
ment with your mate. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) Discuss with 
those you dwell with just what your goals are. Enter- 
tain some friends tonight. . 

- -- LEO (Jul 22 to Aug. 21) Contact persons you like the 
most in daily communications and tell them how fond 
you are of them. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Be happy with your 
family. Show a benefactor how much you appreciate the 
assistance given to you. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct 22) You are highly charm- 
ing and magnetic now and can make a fine impression 
on those you contact today. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) A heart-to-heart talk 
with the one you love can bring about a perfect 
understanding. Enjoy the romance. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) It’s a good day 
to see as many individuals as you can. Enjoy the social 
invitations you've received. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) It's a fine day for 
seeing influential people who can be convinced to give 
you the backing you need. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Study your contacts 
and know where they fit best in your present set-up. Plan 
a trip now. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Your hunches are work- 
ing accurately now. This can help you to have a better 
understanding with others. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he, or she, 
will be someone people will admire and want to get dose 
to. Allow your shy progeny many playmates to help him, 
or her, communicate better with others throughout life. 
A fine education is important hone and should be slanted 
along the lines of public service. 


THE Daily Crossword •* 


nan 




11 Friflfd 

14 Excuse - 

15 HawsBan 
g vefrifl 

16 I hmtera' gp. 

17 Sheets 

18 Rncfi 

19 Stannum 

20 Consume 

21 Whan a certain 
scholar came 

24 AmaryHs 

25 Pfg Bounds 

26 CaBed by 
King Cole 

32 Mtigafa 

33 Coop. pL 

34 Defame arm 

35 Spousea 
37 Liquid 

nwaaure 

41 Fruit drink 

42 Sp. air 

43 Blackbirds 
In a pie 

41 Rear 

50 Money bi ban 

51 Age of seme 
porridge 

30 IwJj 1 UUUfO 

56 Repetftousfy 
tamBsr 
59 Ladle 
SO Twrt*t ejg. 

62 Lyric poem 

63 Bbri of prey 

64 Guanaco 

55 According to 
68 Combos 
67 — beaver 

DOWN 

1 Ashen 

2 Pelvic bones 

3 Fuzz 

4 Honest — 

5 Last of afl 

6 Moca expansive 

7 Sheltered 
3 Desolate 

9 Akren’a state 

10 ib wq 

11 Recite 
l2Nec*apssm 


muuu asm aaaa 


aaaw aai 


Cl 967 TftHva Mart* Sarwcra. Inc. 
AlftgMBReMnod 


13 Puna 

22 Pedal digit 

23 Recline 

24 “An apple — 

28 Winnow 

27 Stevedore's ft*. 

28 555 

29 Lucky number 

30 Mao — lung 

31 “For— a 
[oHygood 
feflaw” 

35 and Peace" 

36 Crate's 
highest 
mountain 

37 Baker's shovel 

38 Tavern 

39 Negative 

40 Subject to 
strain 

42 Wrap with 
bandages 

43 Car put 

44 C»ude metal 

45 NOVsBst 
Sigrid 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


riBnin nnnn nnnnn 
nnno nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnn nnn 
nnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnnn 
nnnnn ninn 
nnn nnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 


46 Busses 

47 Sesame 

48 Pry 

49 Mgfc ovara 

S2 Annsdfflo 


53 Bern 

54 Part for one 

55 Obstacle 
58 Summit 
57 Costly 
81 — carta 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 

AMMAN tJ.T.) — /Tic /Nfcnrirlc table summarises trading activities at the Amman Financial Market during the 

I week starring Sunday. May .1. 'S7 and ending Wednesday. 

May 0. W7. (Figures in Jordanian dinars’). 

Name of company 

Number 

Volume 

Opening 

Closing 

Par 

Banking and financial institutions 

of stuns 

of trade 

price 

price 

value 

Induslriul Development Dunk 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Peira Bank 

1X32 

3811 

2.120 

2.0X0 

1.000 

Jordan Islamic Bank 

X74 

1X22 

2.050 

2. KM) 

1 .IKK) 

Jordan Kuwait B;inL 

3367 

52X6 

1.5X0 

I.6MI 

1.000 

Jordan Gulf B:mk 

2U54 

2517 

1.220 

1.2411 

1.000 

Housing Bank 

310 

512 

1.650 

1 .650 

i.onu 

Arab Jordan Investment Bank 

JUKI 

2170 

2.150 

2.170 

1 .000 

Cairo Amman Bank 

<W» 

21313 

22.500 

22.60(1 

5.000 

Bank of Jordan 

MIX 

19955 

I7.XOO 

17.550 

5.000 


fi.Hl 

77445 

123.000 

r r \5oo 

10.000 

Jordan National Bank 

17732 

43545 

2.470 

2.460 

1.000 

Jordan Finance House for Development 

23X1 M0 

202199 

0.X5I) 

11.850 

1.000 

isiamic Investment House 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i.ntxi 

Jordan Investment and Finance Corporation 

24114 

2639 

1.620 

1.600 

1 .IKK) 

Finance and Credit Corporation 

1X550 

14665 

n.xoo 

0.790 

1.000 

National Financial Investments 

72931 1 

9X471 

1.350 

1.3511 

1.00ft 

National Portfolio Securities 

5372 

3646 

0.690 

0.6X0 

1.1X30 

Jordan Securities Corporation 

14X7 

1323 

0.890 

0,89(1 

1.000 

Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan) 

12664 

1757X 

1390 

1.39(1 

1.000 

Real Estate Financing Corporation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2.000 

AI Mashrek Exchange 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10,000 

I Insurance and reinsurance 

Jordan French Insurance 

8767 

413D9 

4.700 

4.650 

1 .IKK) 

REFCO Life Insurance 

3512 

3076 

0.X70 

II.X8D 

1 .000 

Jordan Insurance 

757 

8792 

1 1 .300 

11.710 

1.000 

Arab Life and Accident Insurance 

25475 

21144 

0.830 

0.830 

I.UOO 

Yarmouk Insurance and Reinsurance 

3IXK) 

3150 

1.040 

1.030 

l.fKKl 

Holy Land Insurance 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Philadelphia Insurance 

4000 

I960 

0.750 

0.74(1 

l.onn 

Arab Union International Insurance 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jerusalem Insurance 

— 

— 

— 



1.000 

Jordun-Gulf Insurance 

1232 

944 

0.770 

0.760 

1.000 

Universal Insurance 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

General Insurance 

1X000 

27000 

1.50(1 

1.500 

1.000 

Jordan Eagle Insurance 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10.000 

Middle East Insurance 

— 

— 





10.000 

Al-Izdihar Insurance 

— 

. — 

— 

— 

1.000 

National Ahliva Insurance *. 

an 7 

5519 

1.21X1 

1.10ft 

1.00ft 

I Services and Industries 

Darco for Housing and Investment 

17027 

9162 

0.570 

0.560 

1 .(XXI 

Real Estate Investment (Aqarco) 

2000 

860 

0.420 

0.430 

I.(XX) 

Jordan Leasing Corporation 

545 

3X1 

0.700 

0.700 

I .(XXI 

Petra Enterprises and Leasing Equipments 

12065 

1751 

0.650 

0.64ft 

1.00ft 

Equipment Leasing & Maintcnancc/Ta'jccrco 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i.nnn 

Jordanian Electric Power 

4045 

6091 

1.530 

1.5(lft 

1 .000 

Irbid District Electricity 

— 

— 

— 

— 

l.nnu 

Arab International Hotels 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.00ft 

Hotels and Tourism 

— 

— 

— 

— 

l.OUO 

Garage Owners Federation Office 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I. OOO 

Jordan National Shipping Lines 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I.CKXI 

Jordan Press Foundation 

350 

910 

2.600 

2.600 

1.000 

Jordan Press and Publishing 

780 

1380 

1.700 

1.800 

1.000 

Dar Ai Shaab Press, Printing and Publishing 

5300 

2332 

0.460 

0.440 

1.000 

Jordan Dairy 

1356 

15KX 

1.160 

1.1X0 

1.000 

Arab Pharmaceutical Manufacturing 

2428 

4745 

1.950 

1.950 

1.000 

Intermediate Petrochemical Industries 

31815 

27929 

0.890 

(I.90U 

I.MJ0 

Jordan Phosphate Mines 

4550 

8873 

i.y5o 

1.950 

! .000 

Industrial, Commercial and Agricultural (lntaj) ... 

1625 

2091 

1.270 

1.290 

l.(XX) 

Arab Chemical Detergent Industries 

13716 

71047 

5. ion 

5.000 

l.OUO 

Aladdin Industries 

11850 

10658 

0.920 

0.920 

1.000 

Arab Aluminium Manufacturing 

189876 

326505 

1.750 

1.830 

I .OOP 

Jordan Worsted Mills 

16875 

75938 

4.310 

4.500 

I.U0U 

Jordan Ceramics 

1324 

1377 

1 .050 

1.040 

I.00U 

Chemical Industries 

36117 

3865 

1.060 

i .060 

1.000 

Jordan Industries and Match (JIMCO) 

9100 

4459 

0.490 

0.490 

1.000 

Dar AI Dawa’ for Development and Investment ... 

8969 

11077 

1.220 

1.250 

I.UOO 

National Steel Industries 

54781 

122845 

2.280 

2.31X1 

1.000 

Universal Chemical Industries 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

General Mining 

50 

75 

1.500 

1.500 

1.000 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery 

3961 

2X531 

7.21X1 

7.200 

5.000 

Jordan Lime &. Brick 

39199 

11229 

(1.270 

0.28ft 

umn 

National Industries 

2700 

1590 

0.580 

0.600 

1.000 

Arab Paper Convening and Trading 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan Wooden Industries (JWICQ) 

600 

516 

0.900 

0.860 

1.000 

Livestock and Poultry 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan Pipes Manufacturing 

15465 

18247 

1.200 

1.170 

1.000 

Rafia Industrial for Plastic Bags 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan Paper and Cardboard 

1500 

3600 

2.5U0 

2.400 

1.000 

Jordan Rockwool Industries 

6200 

3008 

0.49ft 

0.480 

1.000 

Trans-Jordan Minerals Research 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan Himeh Mineral 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Orient Dry Batteries Factory 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.W0 

Woolen Industries 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I.00U 

Jordan Tanning 

1425 

2665 

1.900 

1.870 

1.000 

Jordan Printing and Packaging 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan Tobacco and Cigarette 

30 

347 

11.550 

1I.55C 

5.000 

Jordan Brewery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Mas Industries 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Arab Center for Pharmaceuticals & Chemicals .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

National Cable & Wire Manufacturing 

6099 

5258 

0.870 

0.900 

1.000 

Jordan Spinning & Weaving 

28658 

2I49S 

0.750 

0.790 

1.000 

Jordan Sulpho Chemicals 

183718 

50S414 

3.250 

3.160 

1.000 

Jordan Cement Factories 

59836 

58247 

1.000 

0.990 

1.000 

Jordan Glass Industries 

Grand total 

7050 

1.201,701 

5618 

1,997.833 

0.88ft 

0.800 

1.000 


Turkey offers joint gas 
exploration with Syria 


KYRENIA, North Cyprus (R) — Turkey has prop- 
osed talks with Damascus on possible joint explora- 
tion of newly-found natural gas reserves in Syria and 
an export pipeline, a senior Turkish official said 
Saturday. 


Mr. Yousuf Ozal, undersecret- 
ary at the state planning organisa- 
tion, told Reuters he had made 
an initial approach to Damascus 
after the U.S- firm Marathon Oil 
discovered a gas field of some 
three trillion cubic feet. 

Turkey had no great need for 
extra energy sources but the idea 
of a pipeline could be of mutual 
interest, he said. “They (the Sy- 
rians) have nowhere else to sell 
it," he added. 

Mr. Ozal earlier told an econo- 
mic conference that the Syria link 
had a better chance of being 
realised than a $12 billion pipe- 
line from Qatar to Europe via 
Turkey, which Ankara has been 
pursuing for some two years with 
die Gun Arab state. 

Turkey was still interested in 
the Qatar pipeline, which he said 
would go via Greece to connect 
with the European pipeline net- 


work in Austria to provide an 
addition to Soviet supplies. 

“This would give an option to 
Europe on price. We are in the 
same boat," Mr. Ozal told an 
audience of academics and offi- 
cials from Turkey, Europe, the 
United States and the Middle 
East. 

Ankara was talking with Alger- 
ia about possible purchases of 
liquefied natural gas to avoid de- 
pendence on Soviet supplies, he 
said. 

“As an alternative source we 
are dealing with the Algerians. 
Just fore safety and security pur- 
poses we will have this arrange- 
ment,” he added. 

Talks were also continuing with 
Iran on a possible export pipeline 
for its natural gas. But Mr. Ozal 
said: “It is not easy to understand 
the decision-making system of 
Iran.” 


Iraq, Iran's Gulf war enemy, 
already has an oil export pipeline 
to the Turkish Mediterranean 
coast and a second is due to go 
into service later this year. 

“When the time comes we may 
be able to join the two — Iran 
and Qatar — across Turkey to 
Europe," Mr. Ozal, brother of 
Prime Minister Turgut Ozal, said. 

He said Turkey needed to 
maintain neutrality in the Iran- 
Lraq war. “Anything else would 
make us a party to the war. The 
situation is that we may be a 
broker one day in peace talks.” 

Mr. Ozal said he regarded 
ideas for an Islamic Common Mar- 
ket as a dream because of the 
Islamic countries' diverse nature. 

He said Turkey's application 
last month for full European 
Community membership would 
also be beneficial for Middle East 
states with which Ankara has 
boosted trade and political ties. 

“We will be an extension of 
Europe in tbe Middle East. Peo- 
ple in governments in the Middle 
East believe Turkey in Europe 
will help because Europe will 
have a better understanding of 
the Middle East,” be said. 


Experts belittle Reagan’s energy proposals 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Reagan's proposals to stem 
the nation’s growing dependence 
on imported oil foil far short of 
wbat is needed to make the Un- 
ited States energy independent, 
oil experts say. 

The comments — from Con- 
gress. conservationists and the oil 
industry itself — range from "dis- 
appointment" to "wimpish.” 

President Reagan’s proposals 
were in response to a Department 
of Energy study that said oil 
imports were rising, could hit SO 
per cent of consumption by the 
mid-1990s and have potentially' 
damagin g implications for the na- 
tion's security. 

Imports, chiefly from the unst- 
able Middle East, are now nearly 
40 per cent of American con- 
sumption. 

The study, without making re- 
commendations, said imports 
could be curbed in several ways, 
including imposing a fee on fore- 
ign oil. stepping up conservation 
efforts and providing tax incen- 
tives to domestic producers. 

. Energy Secretary John Her- 
rington made one recommenda- 
tion — that domestic producers 
be given tax breaks for explora- 
tion. 

President Reagan rejected 
most of tbe ideas, including Mr. 
Herrington’s. 

In a message to Congress last 
Wednesday President Reagan re- 
commended speeding up purch- 
ases for the U.S. strategic pet- 
roleum reserve as a cushion 
against any oil embargo and 
changes in tax laws that he said 
would spur exploration and de- 
velopment. ’ 

He also repeated his earlier 
calls for opening federal lands in 
Alaska and in waters off Califor- 
nia for exploration and to end 
controls on natural gas. 

Congressional observers said 


few of his proposals were likely to 
be approved by Congress. 

The American Petroleum Insti- 
tute (API), the major industry 
groap, said President Reagan’s 
recommendations were "dis- 
appointing." It said “they do not 
go far enough." 

Mr. Eli Bergman, executive 
director of Americans for Energy 
Independence, said that with the 
warnings raised by the Energy 
Department’s report "you would 
think tbe administration would 
propose tbe energy equivalent of 
a 600-ship navy.” 

But, Mr. Bergman added, 
“What we’re getting is a big 
whimper — it’s absolutely 
meaningless.” 

Americans for Energy Inde- 
pendence is an independent study 
group backed by business, unions 


and private contributions. 

Mr. Jack Devore, an aide to 
Senator Lloyd Bentsen. a Demo- 
crat from the oil state of Texas, 
said tbe Texas congressional de- 
legation, Republican and Demo- 
crat. was unanimous in its dis- 
appointment over President 
Reagan's proposals. 

He said "it's so much less than 
what was needed. There were 
questions if what Herrington was 
proposing was adequate, and 
then Reagan took that out." 

Mr. Bentsen is chairman of the 
Senate Finance Committee. The 
committee last week approved a 
bill requiring the president to 
keep imported oil to under SO per 
cent of U.S. consumption, but its 
fate on the Senate floor is uncer- 
tain. 


‘Prospects for Arabsat look bright’ 

THE future looks bright for the Arab Satellite Communications 
Corporation (Arabsat), despite current debts totalling S80 million, 
Arabsat Director General Abdul Qadir AI Ba’iri has affirmed. 

Interviewed by the Kuwait News Agency, he said that Arabsat 
was making strenuous efforts to boost its income by securing new 
contracts for use of the satellite. Recently an Arab company has 
signed a $40 million deal to rent six satellite channels for five years. 
Tentative agreement had been readied with creditor companies to 
reschedule Arabsat 's debts over a five years' period, said Mr. 
Ba'iri, adding that antidpated revenues by 1992 would be suffident 
both to repay the debts and cover annual operational costs. 

The Arabsat director general said that fourteen ground stations 
bad so far been established in the Arab region, and three more 
would be opened this year, in Libya, Syria and Somalia. The 
ground station system would be completed in 1988. 

The first Arabsat satellite was launched by the European Ariane 
rocket from French Guyana in February 1985, and the second by 
the U.S. space shuttle in June of the same year. Both satellites were 
built by Aerospatiale of France, which has also built a third to be 
kept in reserve. The satellites have channels for telex, telephone, 
television, radio and data transmissions. 

On 28th March Middle East Economic Digest said that bids for 
the construction of a second generation of satellites would be 
invited towards the end of this year. Their launch is planned for 
1992. 

Arabsat is an Arab League agency headquartered in the Saudi 
Arabian capital of Riyadh — Council for the Advancement of 
Arab-British Understanding. 


Peanuts 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



Mutt‘n’ Jeff 





“You’re NOT Captain Kirk, I’m not a 
Klingon and your bubble gum ‘energy 
shield* is stupid!” 


Andy Capp 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
» by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 



WHAT THE VICTIM 
THOUGHT WHEN THE 
ROBBER STUFF £J? Hi© 
MOUTH WITH A 
PIRTY CLOTH. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


: “THAT’S 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: AGONY ENACT BUCKLE NICELY 

Answer. Whet her companions caled that stupid hen — 
A BIG CLUCK 























8 IRA members killed 
during N. Ireland attack 


BELFAST (Agencies) — James Lynagh, one of the 
most wanted members of Irish Republican Army 
(IRA), was among eight guerrillas killed in a gun 
and bomb attack Friday night on a village police 
station in Northern Ireland, police said Saturday. 


Lynagh. suspected by security 
chiefs of involvement in dozens of 
IRA killings, is believed to have 
led the attack in which Loughgall 
Police Station in County Armagh 
was devastated by a huge guerril- 
la bomb. 

British newspapers reported 
that the IRA had driven into an 
ambush laid by troops of British 
Armv's Elite Special Air Service 
(SAS) regiment, which is highly 
trained in anti-guerrilla tactics, 
but there was no official comment 
on this. 

A senior Irish Republican 
source commented: ’it's obvious 
the police were tipped off and 
waiting." 

In the worst setback ever suf- 
fered by the outlawed IRA in 
their battle to oust the British 
from Northern Ireland, the gun- 
men were shot down by police 
and troops as they rammed the 
police station's gates with a giant 
mechanical digger. 

A civilian caught in the bloody 
shootout was also killed and four 
other people wounded. 

A bomb placed on the front of 
the digger exploded, devastating 
the police station. Masked gun- 
men burst out of a waiting van to 
attack the station but were then 
cut down by security forces. 

Children in the Loughgall Vil- 


lage Hail had dive for cover as the 
force of the exploding bomb 
smashed windows and sent shards 
of glass flying across the street. 

Police refused to say whether 
they had been tipped off but 
Northern Ireland Police Chief Sir 
John Hermon had gone on televi- 
sion only hours before to say that 
tougher tactics would be used 
against the IRA in future. 

One weeping teenager soon on 
the scene after one of the most 
violent clashes ever seen in this 
strife-tom province told repor- 
ters: "I saw bodies littering the 
roadway, police and troops were 
running everywhere. I grabbed 
my little brother and rushed back 
into the bouse.*’ 

A woman said: “We could hear 
the bullets ricochetting off the 
walls, windows were blown in and 
it must have been half an hour 
before we considered it safe 
enough to come out.” 

The IRA had killed nine 
policemen in an upsurge of vio- 
lence this year and the guerrilla 
group pulled off a major coup last 
month when a massive car bomb 
on the Irish border killed a senior 
Northern Ireland judge and his 
wife. 

Police and troops sealed off the 
village after the bloody gunbattle 
and local hospitals were put on 


full alert to deal with casualties — 
two policemen, a soldier and a 
civilian who were wounded. 

Police said the attack was 
obviously well planned and the 
raiders, wearing boiler suits, in- 
tended to kill anyone inside the 
station.The number of officers on 
duty was not revealed. 

Twice before, the IRA have 
used mechanical diggers to smash 
their way into small county 
police stations, causing wide- 
spread damage but no casualties. 

Meanwhile. Catholic youths 
took to the streets of West Belfast 
for a third straight night of rioting 
that continued into Saturday's 
predawn hours. Catholic youths 
also rioted in Londonderry, the 
province's second largest city. 

The IRA did not immediately 
claim responsibility for the police 
station attack. 

But Sinn Fein, its legal political 
wing, expressed condolences to 
the dead men's families. It said 
the attackers “gave their lives on 
behalf of the (Irish) nationalist 
people." 

The mainly Roman Catholic 
IRA is fighting to drive the Brit- 
ish from Northern Ireland. It 
wants to unite the predominantly 
Protestant province with the 
overwhelmingly Catholic Irish 
Republic. 

James Molyneaux, leader of 
the Protestant Ulster Unionist 
Party, said he hoped security 
forces would not be accused of 
gunning down the attackers with- 
out giving them a chance to sur- 
render. 


Barbie trial starts in Lyon on Monday 


LYON. France (R) — Former 
Gestapo Officer Klaus Barbie 
will step into the dock here on 
Monday charged with crimes 
against humanity, marking the 
end of a complex four-year legal 
battle to bring him to trial in 
France. 

Since his arrival from Bolivia in 
February 1983, French lawyers 
and investigating magistrates 
have tiptoed through a legal 
minefield so big that it was widely 


believed the 73-year-old "butcher 
of Lyon” would never come to 
trial. 

Many witnesses and alleged 
victims of Barbie are now so old 
that court officials have had to 
install a special medical aid centre 
dose to the courtroom to care for 
the aged and cope with the possi- 
ble mental distress of reopening 
old wounds. 

Barbie, sought for 11 years by 
authorities, has been twice sent- 


enced to death in his absence by 
military courts, first in 1952 and 
then in 1954, for executing 4,000 
people, deporting 7,000 and 
arresting 14,000. 


Registered as a Bolivian citizen 
in 1957 under the name Klaus 
Altmann, Barbie was expelled 
from La Paz in 1983 for having 
used a false identity to obtain 
citizenship and handed to police 
in nearby French Guiana. 


Hundreds flee Jaffna for 
fear of fresh army attack 


COLOMBO (R) - Hundreds of 
people living near a hospital in 
the rebel-controlled town of Jaff- 
na have fled because they fear an 
imminent offensive by the Sri 
Lankan army, residents told Reu- 
ters Saturday. 

The residents, who were visit- 
ing the capital Colombo, said the 
town was very tense early this 
week after the government 
announced plans to close Jaffna 
hospital on May 8. 

National Security Minister 
Lalith Athulathmudali Friday 
uight postponed the closure after 
appeals from a delegation of Jaff- 
na doctors and residents. 

“When I left Jaffna on 
Wednesday, houses and shops 
close to the hospital were being 
cleared, lorries were coming early 
in the morning to load things and 
stocks from shops,” said one resi- 
dent. who declined to be identi- 
fied. 

"We were expecting heavy 
bombardment and shelling from 
the army and people felt the 
hospital was too close to any 
imminent military action.” 
another resident said. 

Both said schools in and 


around the town of about 180,000 
people had been shut since last 
week because residents were wor- 
ried about a possible army attack 
to recapture Jaffna. 

Jaffna residents told Reuters 
the decision to suspend the clo- 
sure of the 1,015-bed hospital, 
the country's third largest, would 
help calm people. 

The Teaching Hospitals Minis- 
try early this week said the hos- 
pital would be temporarily closed 
on May 8 and its facilities trans- 
ferred to two other hospitals in 
the peninsula. 

It said there had been loss of 
life and equipment in the hospital 
because Tamil rebels had ignored 
an agreement not to use the area 
as a firing range. 

The ministry postponed the 
closure on condition that the re- 
bels steered dear of the area 
around the hospital, sources at 
Friday night's meeting with Mr. 
Athulathmudali said. 

They said the delegation 
agreed to arrange a meeting be- 
tween the Libe ration Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and the 
army to agree on a ceasefire 
zone. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BT CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

«MKM Ti.Ouph- M«du Scmnts, Inc. 


JUST ENOUGH ENTRIES! 


North -South 
deals. 


vulnerable. North 


WEST 
107 
T9 7 6 
v Q 7 3 Z 
4Q72 


NORTH 
«KQ 
CK43 
0 A K J 10 9 

• A K J 

EAST 
# A 9 8 3 2 
T'J 8 52 
C Void 
+ 10 9 6 5 
SOITH 

• 654 

T AQ 10 
v 8 6 5 4 

• 8 4 3 


The bidding: 
North East 

South 

West 

2 + 

Pass 

2 

Pass 

3 NT 

Pass 

4 NT 

Pass 

5 v Pass 

6 :• 

Pass 

Pass Pass 
Opening ieud: 

Jack of ♦ 



Make sure vuu have enough en- 
tries, for the task at hand, if there 
are nut, you might need some cre- 
ative play to make up for the 
shortfall. 

After a negative response to his 
forcing two club opening. North 
showed his power by jumping to 
three no trump. South's four no 
trump was invitational, not Black- 
wood, and North accepted by 
showing his long suit. When South 
decided to play in the suit because 
of hus four-card support, a quirk of 
the auction made him the declarer. 
We have seen better auctions. 


West led the jack of spades to the 
queen and ace. and East returned 
the suit to dummy's king. The king 
of diamonds revealed the unfortu- 
nate break, and declarer was in 
some difficulty. He needed two en- 
tries to pick up the trumps, and an- 
other for a club finesse. However, 
declarer appeared to have but two. 
I r only the eight and nine of trumps 
had been switched. 

The one chance for a third entry 
was the ten or hearts To make that 
materialize, declarer was farced to 
take a finesse in a suit where he 
needed none! 

Declarer led a heart from the 
table and inserted the ten when 
East played low. He finessed the 
jack of trumps, returned to hand 
by overtaking the king or hearts 
with the ace. and repeated the 
trump finesse 

The rest was simple. The last 
crump was drawn and the ace of 
clubs was cashed. The closed hand 
wan re-entered with the queen of 
hearts and the club finesse taken. 
When that held, the slam was 
home. 

On this particular hand, it made 
no difference whether the final 
contract was in diamonds or no 
trump — the same play was re- 
quired for both. However, it would 
be easy to construct a hand where 
South’s decision to place the slam 
in the suit would have been criti- 
cal. And the suit slam was likely to 
go down fewer tricks if something 

went wrong. 


U.S. probes 
civilian 


negligence 
in Moscow 
embassy 
spy case 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation (FBI) has launched a 
criminal investigation into “gross 


negligence” by present and past 
U.S. dvilu 


civilian employees in the 
Moscow embassy sex and spy 
case. 

The investigation was revealed 
by outgoing FBI Director Wil- 
liam Webster Friday in a letter to 
Senator Ernest HoHings, a South 
Carolina Democrat, who has 
been demanding a probe of civi- 
lians as well as Marine guards in 
the episode. 

"The FBI has been investigat- 
ing a number of current and 
former Department of State and 
other U.S. government em- 
ployees in connection with the 
U.S. embassy Moscow situa- 
tion,” Mr. Webster wrote. 

Until the announcement, the 
FBI had only been mo nit a ring a 
probe by naval investigators into 
Marines who had sexual relations 
with Soviet female spies, who 
apparently let agents steal top 
U.S. secrets from the embassy. 

Sen. Hollings bad been press- 
ing the FBI to make a full-scale 
probe of civilian involvement in 
the scandal, and on Wednesday 
announced he would block Mr. 
Webster's confirmation as the 
new director of the Centra] In- 
telligence Agency (CIA) until be 
got a response. 

As a result of the letter, the 
senator announced he would let 
the Webster nomination go 
through the senate, probably next 
week. The Senate Intelligence 
Committee unanimously 
approved Mr. Webster to succeed 
the late Wiliam Casey to head 
the spy agency. 

In his letter, Mr. Webster said 
the unidentified civilians were 
being investigated under criminal 
laws covering “gross negligence” 
but he said that the details of the 
probe were “classified.” 

Separately. Aurthur Hartman, 
former U.S. ambassador to the 
Soviet Union, Friday branded as 
irresponsible charges by U.S. 
Navy Secretary James Webb that 
he allowed the Soviet KGB spy 
agency “extraordinary access” to 
the American embassy in 
Moscow, 

Mr. Hartman, after a speech to 
a private group here, told repor- 
ters: "I resent a secretary of the 
navy who would make such an 
irresponsible charge without 
speaking to me.” 


Over 190 
feared dead 
in Chinese 
ferry 
accident, 
forest fire 


PEKING (AP) — More than 90 
passengers and crew were feared 
dead after their ferry collided 
with a tugboat and capsized in the 
Yangtze River near the eastern 
Chinese coast, according to 
Chinese news reports Saturdday. 

Seven survivors had been res- 
cued and 60 bodies recovered 
from among the 98 passengers 
and four crew members, the offi- 
cial Xinhua news agency re- 
ported. 

The Ferry Jiangsu-0130 was 
sailing Friday from the eastern 
city of Nantong In Jiangsu pro- 
vince to Changshu when it 
crashed into the tugboat at about 
11:15 a.m. (0215 GMT), the 
agency said. 

The double-decker wooden 
ferry sank immediately, throwing 
the passengers and crew over- 
board, the Shanghai newspaper 
Wenhui Bao said. 

The exact number of casualties 
was unknown. Bui an official 
from the Nantong Shipping Com- 
pany, which owns the ferry, ear- 
lier told the Associated Press the 
number was probably more than 
100 . 

The cause of the accident is still 
under investigation, the paper 
said. Xinhua said the ferry had 
already been salvaged. 

The official, who did not wish 
to be identified, said the tugboat 
was not damaged and no one on it 
was injured or killed. 

In a separate development an 
estimated 100 people were re- 
ported killed in a massive forest 
fire that has been raging in north 
east China since Wednesday 
afternoon, Xinhua says. 

Aircraft have dropped 400,000 
kilogrammes (440 tonnes) of food 
and clothing to the affected area 
in Mohe county, Heilongjiang 
province, Xinhua said. 

By Friday evening, the fires 
had baickened 500 square 
kilometres of forest. Satellite pir- 
tures examined by the National 
Weather Bureau indicated that 
the fire's path was more than 100 
kilometres long and more than 40 
kilometre^. wide, Xinhua said. 

The fire .broke out simul- 
taneously in four areas Wednes- 
day afternoon and spread rapidly 
due to high winds. Its cause is still 
unknown, it said. 


Democrats sad at Hart 
withdrawal from race 


WASHINGTON (R) — Demo- 
cratic leaders reacted Saturday 
with sadness, relief and outrage 
at Gary Hart's exist from the 
presidential race after a week of 
intense press scrutiny into his 
private life. 

But most said they did not 
believe the episode would dam- 
age the other seven Democrats 
vying for the White House. 

“I think be was sabotaged,” 
said Democratic presidential 
hopeful Jesse Jackson. "He really 
was set up.” 

Rev. Jackson told a television 
interviewer the Miami newspap- 
er, which put a team of reporters 
on his trail and watched Mr. 
Hart's Washington house, was 
part of the process. 

“It raises some profound que- 
tions about journalistic ethics and 
limits,” Mr. Jackson said. 

Geraldine Ferraro, the unsuc- 
cessful Democratic vice-presiden- 
tial candidate in 1984 who was 
dogged by reports about alleged 
improper real estate deals by her 
husband, said Mr. Hart had no 
choice but to pull out of the race. 

"I think he was absolutely right 
to do it, to walk away from it 
now, because he's correct, there's 
no way to get away from the issue 
of Gary Hart — and its not 100 
days, its 18 month,” she told a 
television interviewer. 

Democratic presidential hope- 
ful Richard Gephardt com- 
mented: “Gary Hart's withdraw- 
al from the race today is sadden- 
ing. The ordeal he, his family, 
staff and supporters have gone 
through now ends, and my per- 
sonal sympathies are with him 
and them. 

Representative John Dingeli, 
a Michigan Democrat, said Mr. 
Hart’s withdrawal improved 
Democratic prospects in 1988. 

"I think it benefits, generally, 
the prospects of a Democratic 
president being elected in 1988. 
The Democrats are able to select 
a candidate who will not carry the 
liabilities that Mr. Hart would 
have carried into that race." 

House speaker Jim Wright said 
he was surprised at Mr. Hart's 
derision but said the Democrats 
had other good candidates. 

“It makes it more fluid than it 
was,” Mr. Wright said on televi- 
sion. “It's wide open. We have a 
lot of very confident candidates, a 
lot of able, attractive people.” 

Former Senator George 
McGovern, whose 1972 Demo- 
cratic presidential campaign was 
managed by Mr. Hart, said he 
was outraged at the Miami 
Herald's surveillance of Mr. Hart 
and at reporters who asked him 


later if he had ever committed 
adultery. 

“No candidate in history has 
ever been subjected to that kind 
of brutal close-in work, a stake- 
out at his private residence,” Sen. 
McGovern said. "I find that de- 
meaning. both to the press and to 
the candidates." 

Democratic Senator William 


Proxmire said he was sorry to see 
Mr. Hart drop out of the race 


because be was a leading advo- 
cate of arms control. 

"The withdrawal of Gary Hart 
is unfortunate for our country 
and the world,” Sen. Proxmire, a 
Wisconsin Democrat, said in a 
Senate speech. "He has left a 
legacy of good sense.” 

Massachussets Governor 
Michael Dukakis, another Demo- 
cratic presidential candidate, said 
he has “a feeling of real sadness” 
over Hart's decision to drop out 
of the race. 

“While the campaign will of 
course go on, I personally feel 
very sorry that Gary Hart will not 
be a part of it," Mr. Dukakis told 
a Boston radio station. 

He said Mr. Hart had raised 
some very important ideas and 
issues that will continue to be 
debated by the other candidates 
in the race. 

Asked about his status as a 
possible frontrunner in the first 
primary in New Hampshire, Mr. 
Dukakis said: “The frontrunner 
in this race is a guy called unde- 
cided by a very large margin.” 

“My job now is to run a strong 
and good and positive cam- 
paign." 

Commenting on the look into 
Mr. Hart's personal life Mr. 
Dukakis said “you know that you 
are going to be subject to sc .. 
pretty intense public scrutiny” 
when you run for public office. 
He said he was prepared for such 
scrutiny. 

He Hoped he would be judged 
on “what I say and what I stand 
for." 


Hart goes back into hiding 

Meanwhile, Mr. Hart Saturday 
went into seclusion after pulling 
out of the race for the 1988 
presidential nomination and leav- 
ing his Democratic Party with the 
prospect of a protracted battle to 
find a candidate. 

Mr. Hart withdrew to the 
Rocky Mountain foothills with 
his wife of 28 years after 
announcing the end of his cam- 
paign Friday at a Denver hotel. 

The pullout caine five days 
after a newspaper published 
allegations that he had been hav- 
ing an extra-marital affair. 


Peace rallies held across S. Union 


MOSCOW (R) — Anti-war ral- 
lies were held across the Soviet 
Union Saturday to mark the 42nd 
anniversary of the Soviet victory 
over Nazi Germany. 

Veterans from World War II, 
known here as the Great Patriotic 
War. gathered in Moscow and 
other major cities for traditional 
informal reunions in parks and 
squares. 

In Moscow's Gorky Park, 
veterans, some wearing their war- 
time uniforms, defied damp, win- 


dy weather and danced to milit- 
ary bands. Some held up photo- 
graphs of former comrades they 
hoped to find in the crowd while 
others sat on benches swapping 
pictures of their children and 
grandchildren. 

Meanwhile, people of ail ages 
joined rallies organised by the 
Communist Party in support of 
contemporary Soviet arras in- 
itiatives. 

Mass rallies had taken place in 
Leningrad and Kiev, a torchlit 


march was held in the Black Sea 
city of Kerch and a peace cycle 
race was underway in the Far 
Eastern city of Khabarovsk, 
TASS news agency reported. 

Defence Minister Sergei Soko- 
lov, writing in the Communist 
party daily Pravda. said the les- 
son of the victory was that peace 
should be actively defended. In 
modern times, he said, peace 
should be defended against such 
projects as the U.S. Strategic 
Defence Initiative (SDI)- 


‘Bangladesh will be Islamic Republic one day’ 


DHAKA (R) — President Hos- 
sain Mohammad Ershad has re- 
newed a promise that he will turn 
secular Bangladesh into an Isla- 
mic Republic because an over- 
whelming majority of its 100 mil- 
lion people are Muslims. 

The 57-year-old president also 
assured Bangladesh's Hindus, 
Christians and Buddhists that re- 
ligious freedom would continue 
to be guaranteed. 

“Inshallah (God willing), we 
shall enforce Islamic laws in our 
homeland one day,” Gen. Ershad 
told a gathering’ Friday at the 
funeral of a Muslim fundamental- 


ist leader, Moulana Mohamma- 
dullah Hafezji Huzur. 

An estimated 100,000 people 
attended the funeral of Huzur, 
who believed that Bangladeshi 
people would prosper if they 
could adopt an Islamic way of 
life. 


It was the second time Gen. 
Ershad has said he will turn 
Bangladesh into a Islamic Repub- 
lic. His similar assertion four 
years ago drew a storm of protest 
from civilian opponents. 

Most opposition leaders said at 
the time he was using Tslam to 
attract funds from the oil-rich 


Arab states and was in the pro- 
cess undermining secularism, 
which is enshrined in the constitu- 
tion as a national objective. 

An estimated 87 per cent of 
Bangladesh's population are 
Muslim, with Hindus making up 
II per cenr, Buddhists 0.6 per 
cent and Christians 0J. 

Awami League chief and the 
parliamentary "opposition leader 
Sheikh Hasina warned that Gen. 
Ershad was risking civil war by 
"playing his Islamic card." 

“This country was born in the 
name of secularism. Fun- 
damentalism has no place in our 
society,” she told Reuters. 


Maltese vote in close general election 


VALLETTA (R) — Long 
queues built up at polling stations 
Saturday when Malta began vot- 
ing in a general election that will 
pass judgment on 16 years of 
socialist rale. 

The election promises to be a 
close contest between the ruling 
Labour Party of Prime Minister 
Carmelo Mifsud Bonnici and the 
Nationalist Party, led by lawyer 
Edward Fenech Adami. 

Hundreds of voters were 
already lined up when polling 
stations opened their doors in 
Labour and Nationalist stron- 
gholds in the capital Valletta at 7 
a.m. (0500 GMT). 

One frustrated voter kicked on 
the door when his polling station 
was 10 minutes late opening. 

There were no early reports of 
violence after a tense campaign 
that ended with shots fired at a 
Labour club and a gelegnite blast 
at the home of a Labour activist 
on Thursday. 

Party officials anticipate a turn- 


The Nationalists won 51 per 
cent of the vote in 1981 but 
Labour took more seats under a 
system of proportional representa- 
tion that has now been replaced. 

The Nationalists, campaigning 
for a change in economic policy 
to boost the private sector and 
closer links with Europe, were 
encouraged by drawing bigger 
crowds at final rallies. 

Labour, seeking a fourth five- 
year term in office, has been 
under attack for inefficiency and 
comiDtion in the public sector, 
and for being too friendly with 
Libya. 

Saturday's election is the first 
for Mifsud Bonnici since the res- 
ignation of former Labour Prime 
Minister Dorn Mintoff in 1984. 
Mr. Mintoff, Malta's charisma- 


tic leader for 13 years, is standing 
in the election but both parties 


out of about 95 per cent — about 
the same as in the last election in 


1981 — in the highly polarised 
electorate of about 240,000. 


hint that he may be elected presi- 
dent by the new parliament with 
bipartisan approval of new pow- 
ers over divisive issues like broad- 
casting and the security forces. 

Mr. Mifsud Bonnici told repor- 
ters that he met Friday with 


Nationalist leader Eddie French 
Adami to discuss ways to contain 
any violence that might break out 
during voting or when the result 
is announced. 

Maltese politics has been scar- 
red by thuggery, shooting and 
bombing unusual in the generally 
law-abiding country and since 
November one Nationalist has 
been killed and 50 more people 
injured in violent incidents. 

In the election, 242 candidates 
are competing for 65 seats in 
parliament. 

The two chief parties dominate 
the election but two small new 
contenders are on the sidelines 
the Communist Party and the 
Democratic Party. Neither is ex- 
pected to win more than a few 
hundred of the vital "first prefer- 
ence" votes. 

The candidates are mostly from 
the professional classes of the 
small community and some fami- 
lies even produce two candidates. 
Father and son or man and wife 
— in the prime minister’s case. 
He is competing against his 
Nationalist brother. 


COLUMNS 



UAE bans monkey imports 


ABU DHABI (R) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) h«s 
banned monkey imports because of fears they could spread 
disease., including the killder AIDS virus, an 'official ; said. 
Monday. A spokesman for the General Secretariat: of UAE 
Municipalities told Reuters the ban applied to monkey tmpomby. 
merchants and individual travellers. Secretariat President Qasam 
Sultan, quoted by A1 Khaieej newspaper, said the move was "a 
precaution against diseases we think they (monkeys) mayearry, 
particularly ... AIDS.” Researchers say AJDS (acquired tmmuae 
deficiency syndrome) raav have originated in the green monkey of 
Centra! Africa. 


Judge goes on sex-for-Ieniency trial 


FORT WORTH, Texas (R) — A prominent judge who went: 
"middle-age crazy” has -gone on trial accused or engagmg ; ml 
sexual orgies with prostitutes and other female defendants' to 
whom he promised leniency. The lurid details being revealed, in, 
the c ase are drawing standing-room-only crowds to the federal 
court here. So far this week, the packed courtroom has been told •l 
that Judge Thomas Cave, 57, engaged in sex with women at his - : 
home, in hotel rooms and even in his chambers, in exchange ftrr. 
light sentences. Defence lawyer Tim Evans said he-. went 
"middle-age crazy." Monica Cozby, 20, a waitress with dreg and 
theft convictions, and Dedria Nelson, 24, a prostitute, told the' 
court they bad engaged in sex with Cave after being tokihewouid 
help them with their cases. Nelson gave an account of orgies, 
involving herself and Cave, together with other women and even I 
with Cave’s son, Paul, a 31 -year-old construction worker. Cay^ I- 
was indicted on charges of having violated the _ civil righite.bf . 1 
several women by coercing them into sexual activity in exchaage 
for probation and suspended sentences. 


Fans honour Sherlock Holmes 


RETCHENBACH FALLS, Switzerland (R) -r- Sherlock Holriies.- : 
returned from bis mortal battle with arch-foe Professor Moriarn 
by parachute at the Reichenbach Falls as fans marked, the, 100th 
anniversary of the creation of fiction’s best-loved detective. The ■ 
re-enactment of Holmes’ desperate struggle with Moriarty ona 
narrow path above the falls was the climax of a 10-day pilgrimage^ 
to Switzerland by 71 Holmes' fans from around, the work}!: ‘T 
Sherlock Holmes am alive. I have defeated the evil Moriarty ” 
said Holmes, sporting his familiar hooked pipe and deerstalker 
hat. Commenting on the novel twist to the original ‘story by Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle, Jean Conan. Doyle, 74, the author’s L 077)y 
surving child, said: 'T think my father would have been httensely 
amused.” Sherlock Holmes' enthusiasts from as far away ds Japan 
turned up at the Reinchenbach Falls, the "dredfui cauldron," 
where a bored Conan Doyle tried to kill off his hero in the short, 
story the Final Problem. But a captivated Victorian audience 
would not allow Holmes to disappear and Conan Doyle was 
forced to contrive a miraculous survival at the Reichenbach FaHs 
and Holmes’ reappearance. “The problem is that we are told 
Holmes survives but we are not told how he comes /back," said 
Albert Kunz of the Swiss Tourist Office hr London who organised 
the pilgrimage. "So why not out of the heavens this time?” he 
said, as justification for Holmes’ parachute leap. British author; 
Philip Porter played Holmes and retired lawyer Anthony Hewlett 
took on Moriarty 's part as the two acted out their battle 10 times., 
for the benefit of photographers. 
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Cannes festival spotlights talent 


CANNES, France (AP) — With the success of "Chronicle of a ; 


Death Foretold," the tragic tale of vengeance directed by Italian 
a, the Cannes film Festival has lived upttt 
its reputation as a showcase for telent, old and new. Based oig| 


veteran Franceso Rosi, 


Gabriel Garcia Marquez’ novel by the same name, the film marksT 
Rosi's first feature since Carmen, the dramaticfilmreTKhtidn of} 


the Georges Bizet opera that delighted international a rnf fences 

oioi 


1983. Filmed on location in Colombia, Chronicle of -a Death . 
Foretold is the poignant story of a young bride, portrayed by 
Italy’s Ontella Muti,. who is rejected by her husband, playsd-byj 
Britain’s Ruppert Everett, when he discovers she is not a virgin. 
Following the tradition of defending the family honour, Angela's 
brothers force her to reveal her lover’s name., played by France’s 
Anthony Delon, and they kill him. With his striking dark features 


and resemblance to his famous movie Star father Alain, tberr^ 


23-year-old Deion is the festival's biggest revelation thus fax. 

Ship to rescue crew on floating station 


MOSCOW (AP) — A Soviet nuclear-powered ice breaker sifcd'4- 


r-power 

from the Arctic port of Murmansk Friday to rescue personnel ctfh 1 


polar researchjtation drifting toward Greenland, according to- tfie : 

vill triwsl 


news agency TASS. TASS said the ice breaker Sibir wi 
2,776 kilometres, most of it through Arctic fee, to the researchers 
on the floating North Pole-27 Station. Previous reports in The 
Soviet media have said the crew on the research station are in oh' 
danger. TASS did not say how many people are; at the station, w 
where exactly it is located. TASS quoted Artur Chulingarov, head 
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of the expedition, as saying that after rescuing the crew of North ^ A? 

tin* Cihir uni! rrAM Vara C«*a 'inH pnfur rlu. T » nidi i T- ^>1 


Pole-27 the Sibir will cross the Kara Sea and enter the Laptev Swj 
where a new station will be set up. It said that reconnaissance 
flights indicate the ice conditions will be very difficult and experts J (o 
expect the trip to take up to 40 days. 




Cyanide discharged in river kills fish 


PEKING (AP) — More than 50 tonnes of fish were killed when 
cyanide discharged from a textile factory polluted 40 kiloihecres'bf 
the Meijiang River in southern Guangdong province, a state-rim -' 
daily said Saturday. The municipal diemical textile complex uL’ 
Maoming city leaked nearly 200 kilogrammes of cyanide solution- 
into the river on April 5 because of a mechanical malfunction, the 
China Daily said, quoting an earlier report in the- Chm^ 
Environmental News. Large quantities of sea fish, shrimp, crabs, 
and clams in the estuary of the river have also been poisoned, hr; 
said. The report said the accident had" seriously damaged the: 
river's aquatic resources and threatened both local animal 
husbandry and the health of local people. It was the second ma^pr 
reported case of river contamination this yeaf.’ The'Cftiis 
Environmental News in March said a fertiliser factory -in: north J 
eastern Shanxi province discharged poisonous chemicals into'av* 
channel leading into the Nanzhang River. Some 20,000 'pe6pfe“ 
became ill from drinking contaminated water:- 










16-year-old faces death penalty 

n 


i Mth ,-waS' found J 
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VANCOUVER, Wa. IR> — A 16-year-dd 
guilty of three counts oi murder in a case that 
Pacific north west town and may- put him os- Washington stated 
death row. The defendant. Sean Stevenson. Whose hcuBiitown 
the Columbia River about 160 kilometres cast of Vancouver w®- 1 
named after his ancestors, was convicted of killing bs sicjrfather 1 


James Butler, 48. his mother. Margafet-Btrder. JS. ahtklii^ilrtdr* j 
Amy Stevenson, 18. The three were star to death fas 
Day, and the girl had been raped. Pro$ecbtors, who; 
seek the death penalty,^ maintained dining the trial th 3 t,ft<^«fsmr . 
was a lust-driven killer who had- a 
stepfather. The penalty phase is expected to begin 
prosecutors said. Stevenson showed little emotion ? i *he 
verdict was read in Oark County Superior .Courts - ^ . 
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senseless ~ 
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LAGOS (R) — ■. Dozens of condemned nfejr beat . 
senseless during a riot at. a Nigerian j ^ butiouldiac-ffl 
convicts being hanged, newspapers 
.death row went op the rampageat 
Two hundred police opened fire acid 

under ccmirol. The v c __ 

hanged and; the rioters ordered - 









